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ae Suza Touchou 
hs RortrFranklinioN.w.T. 
z June 25, 1975 
| 
4 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
6 ladies and gentlemen, I think we will come to order 
a | this afternoon and anyone who wishes to speak today 
| certainly will have the opportunity of a chance 
> to speak this afternoon or this evening and we will 
lo | just carry right along then and we still have our 
| interpreters so we are all set. 
i) Miss Hutchinson, I think 
i we should swear the witness. 
14 SUZA TOUCHOU, sworn. 
| (Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti, 
ag resumed. ) 
16 | A He says that all the 





17; old people are all talking about their past and how 








18] their ancestors raised them and he says that I, too, 
| was raised like them and he says that my father 

20 | raised me with a willow net and he says on several 
| occasions I have seen him light a fire with flints. 





He says that his father when he was teaching him so 
that he would be able to live among his people, it 


| 
| was sort of pitiful the way his father tried to 


24 

25 teach him everything, and he says that at times, that 

26 at night they used to set wooden traps and at night 
it was cold and they had no tents, they used to have 


28 | to putlogs in the fire tokeep it going all night. 
os He says, my first trip with 


| my father, we had to cross the Bear Lake and he says 
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we never had enough supplies, we never had enough 





| 


"| gunpowder and stuff, so my father made a harpoon, 
3 he says, and I wondered what the harpoonwas for. Then 
4 we heard that there was caribou across on the barren 





5 land, so we had to portage inland and across the land toni 


6 | where the caribou were, then when we were there all | 
| 
| \ 

the children, the old women, the women, the men, they 

8 | all went towards where the caribou was and they | 

9 | 


harpooned them until they got enough for their supplies, 





10 until they got enough caribou hides, sinews, dry meat 
= and, you know, things that they could carry on through 


12) the next winter with. 


13) He says, then we spent the | 
14 winter there and people after getting all the caribou | 
15) decided to make a lot of caribou trousers and snowshoes, | 

| sinews, . 





16 | /and caribou blankets, and they, they had those who 





| needed caribou hide, extra caribou hide for the tents. 
18 And he says that the mothers made out of caribou 
19 





| 
| 
| hides, sort of fur parkas and they had the sleeves | 


| 
20 right up like that and there is only a snip right 
| 


22 | between the palms so that if you had to make a fire 

22 | you just -- sort of like new baby suits you see at Eaton's 
23 or Simpson Sears. 

1 And he says that in those 

°5 | days too, I forgot to mention this in the last one, 

ms: 





26 he said that people really helped each other. When 





H somebody else was in need then the people always helped 
28 | that person out and he says I used to have caribou 
29 hide strings for my mits, he says I also used to have 


caribou hide stripping of caribou hide for my belt. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTO. Suza Touchou 678) 
BURNABY 2, B.C. | 
1 He says that in the springtime, 
"4 they stayed there until the springtime and sometimes | 
3 they had no pots so they made birch bark pots and they | 
4 made birch bark pails so that the eee contained | 
| the ice and then there was also a_ dipper made | 
| 
- by wood, and we still use this to take out the fish | 
7 that was boiled, out of the pot. | 
B | He said that there wasn't | 
9 any matches in those days, so when they travelled they 
10/ saw a lot of the old people carrying flints around. 
sat | He says that, the motion he is making is that of the | 
12 | flint, moved the spark and they tried to make it 
13 | light up, so they used to keep it in the air like | 
14 | that to keep it, to light it up, and he says that 
a times there was a little piece, that has the little 
16) flames, they used to put it on top the pipe so that 
17 | way they would start up. | 
18, In the summertime you | 
19} used the flints, but in the winter time you had, you 
29 | used to take gunpowder and you used to moisten that | 
21 | gunpowder and then hang it up in a bag and you let 
22 | it hang there until it drtes all up and then you 
a] used to use the rocks to make the sparks and then | 
24 | Foe gunpowder would start on fire, then they would start gather- 
25 ceo bark coverings and place it on the fire so that 
26 | in the wintertime they had two different means of 
“ making fire. In the wintertime it was flints and in 
28} 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
the summertime it was moist and dried gunpowder. | 

He says that then after, : 


| 
ee 20 | during the summer when they are ready to move again 
| 
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they used to make birch bark canoes. He says that 
you have the frame of the canoe and you use the 
Drrech, paLke -OL oneTeot hide and you used to take 
sort of greenwood, and it is, the size of greenwood 
isabout that big, and you used to take off all the 
inside until you have the final core which is about 


this size, and you slit that core into half and 























you use that thread to put the canoe together and 
when you are Sewing the canoe together you use that 
as thread. And he says the women used to go into 
cay the bush and spend one whole day gathering gum from 
ve the wood, and this gum, they boiled it until it got 
"| really thickened like water, until it got really 
| Loch Kem mongane says thats that YOu use that” tO 
Pa cover up all the cracks and stuff and then the boat 
ie | was ready to use. 
17 | : 
He said I was born 
| around Snare Lake and at the time, the period or the 
aa time that I am talking about was when my father used 
ae) wooden traps and, he says that sometimes we had set 
oH the tent in the wintertime, we have to take away all 
38 the snow so that you are pretty near close to the 
=| bottom, to the land, to the ground, and he says that 
24 you have to carry wood, and at times it is really 
| 
a cold and it is night and you still have to carry wood. 
a And he says that sometimes there is a storm while 
ee you are in your tent and he says you know, you are 
=i not just going outside to get some firewood, he says 
= you really have to work, there is a lot of work in the 
30 


kind of ways that we lived, and he says if you listen 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 
I to my story alone there might be some things 
p: that I might say wrong, but there are some of my com- 
2 panions sitting here and when I tell them this they 
4 know that I am talking the truth and he says this 
5 is how we lived, this is how the native people lived. 
6 | He says that although we came from Snare Lake, my 
1 father gradually moved to Franklin, and he says 
od that he travelled a lot ‘of distance. He says he 
2 really travelled all over this land. 
10 He says that he moved 
ba to North Shore,then fifteen of his people there decided 
12) to walk all the way to Coppermine because there was 
13 | no supplies, there was no whiteman then. So they 
14 decided to walk up to Coppermine to get some supplies 
15 | from the Eskimos and he says that they came back, they 
16 walked all the way back and then because his brother 
17 | was still up there he decided he had to go back up 
al there, so he walked all the way back to Coppermine and 
2 then back he says, and that is quite a ways for just 
oe one person to walk. 
oa He said then he went back 
22|| there and he spent fifteen years amongst the Eskimos 
23 and there, he evnan chat sometime you are on the 
2a barren land and there was no fire, he says, we didn't 

\\ 

25 | have any fire and sometimes for two days I had uncooked 
26 | meat and uncooked fish, because there was no fire, and 
27 | he says that for the fifteen years he spent up there 
28 | amongst the Eskimos there were a lot of beautiful 
29 | Eskimo girls. He says that at that time he was a 
30 very young man and he thought that there was something 
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i in it, but he says, look at me today, I don't have no 
2 Eskimo girls. 

> THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe 

4 you should walk up there again. 

> A He says now that 

6 || Daan.60 « Lamightltry that again. 

7 | He says on the barren iand 

8 wood comes pretty scarce. There is no wood on the 

2] barren land. Sometimes you have to spend days. without, 
10 one to two days without any type of fire, he says, and 
1a there is fog and there is snow and, you know, it 

Le was pretty cold. 
LB He says that on the 

14 barren lands too there are no rats, beaver, there are 

aside from 

15 no fur / fox and wolves, he says -- so me and my 

il brother we used to travel all that distances to get 

17 | some fox and wolves, he says, you know, sometimes 

oH risking our lives, he says. But they had to risk their 
123) lives because the next summer they would have nothing 
20 | if they didn't go fox trapping they would have 

ora no supply for the next summer and stuff like that, 

22 | so they had to go. 

=| Then after that he had 

24 | two sons -- after he had two sons he moved to Fort 

35 | Good Hope, around that region there and he spent 

26 | five years there and he says that he saw a lot of 

27) old people in the Good Hope area and he says that 

28 my father sort of led me through all these different 








p laces that we were and then my father finally decided 


that we had to move back to our own people, so we moved 
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back to Franklin after five years amongst the Good 














e Hope people. 

3 | He says after we moved we 
4 sill used to go hunting across to -- we used to 

=) go across hunting to Johnny Hoe River and he says 

| that my father also was so old that he used canes. 

7 | and he says then my father wasn't feeling well so we 
3 | move back and he is now buried right at the mouth 

9 CLP rier Vers 

| He says that because 

11} my father was old and because he taught him a lot of 
a things, his father taught him a lot of things so he 
13 decided in his own mind that he was going to serve 
14) his father until his father died so he took care of 
15 his father and his father was very old and he had a 
16 | cane and stuff like that, and he served him until he 
ae died. 

18 He says that he is going 
se] to tell you about his father's experience working 
29 for the whiteman. He says that my father when he 
21 was young used to work for some white people and he 
22 | says that there were no kickers in those days, so 
| when you are travelling with a boat you have to sort 
mal of pull the boat all the way on the shore, then along 
25 | the shores of the river, and he says my father pulled 
“5 the boat for the whiteman from Fort Norman all the 
fi way to Fort Simpson for $5.00. 

284} THE COMMISSIONER: Your 

29 | father was on the shore pulling the boat, is that 

30 





the way -- your father was on the shore pulling the 
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| 
| 
1 boat? 
2 | A Mm-hmm. And he says 


| 
3 the boat, the type of boat that he is talking about 





4 is, it is really wider, much wider than this whole 

5 room, the room across this way, and it sort of a 

6 || viking type paddle -- not viking, but the ones where 
| you paddle -- you had one paddle to each person and 


8 Ss ometimes there was ten paddlers, and he says that 





9 when they travelled it took one month to get somewhere 

10 but the pay was still $5.00. 

12 | | He says they travelled 

2 from June until the end of October, when they were on 

13 the move they travelled from June til October, in 

14, October. 

a For all the months that 

16 they worked from June to October, I think it is five | 
17 | months, he says, they only received $75.00 for all : 
18) the work that they did. | 
19 | He says, then my father went tad 
20 : distance from Fort Norman all the way to Fort Simpson 

21] paddling for sixteen years. -- That's when the 

| boats came. 

23 |i He says that my father, 


he was buried across there in rags and he says 


ine) 
1S) 


GI today the white people are so rich that they will never 
2/1 be buried like that. All the work that has been done 
28 | by the Indian people for the white man, the Indian 

29 people are the ones that are buried in rags, and he 


30 || also says that the only things that he placed on my 








| 
| 
| 
24 although he worked that many years for the white man, 
| 
| 
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1 father was his willow string net and his willow fish 
o hook,and he says that all the things that the old 

3 people have taught us it is very valuable to us and 

4 he says we want to continue our living like that. 

5 It holds some significance to them. 

6 | My father really loved his 
7 land and he says that we too loved our land. The 

8 grass and the trees are our flesh, the animals are 

: our flesh. He says we do not have any money, we will 
10} never be rich, but the animals that eat off the 

" grass, the animals that eat off the birches and the 

12 | barks and stuff like that, that we live off, and 
13 he says, we like the way we are living. We don't 

14) want this to change. 

13S | We don't want this change. 

16 | He says we love our land and we don't want any damage 
17 | done to it. He gys when you go to a different community | 
| the native people there receive you and they really 

19 | welcome you. They give you tea and they give you 

20 | food and this is how the native people live and 

21 he says I in my own mind don't want any pipeline. 

22 He says there is a lot of people who don't want the 

ay pipeline. He says we don't want anything to happen 

ot to our land. 

25 | | My father walked on one road, 
26 I walked on one road and that road is Bear River. 

27) He says that we don't want no dam on the Bear River. 
28|| He says that I am not the only one that feels that 

29 | way. I am not the only one that decided that there is 
30 | going to be no dam on the Bear River. He says there is 
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Father Denis 


a lot of people who don't want the dam on Bear River. 
It is a road for the Fort Franklin people and it is 
also the road for all the southern communities. 

He says that fishing is becoming, difficult, as it wis 
we scarcely have enough fish for tomorrow these days. 
I think of all the damage gear is going to be done 

by the building of the dam, and he says I don't want 
any dam. 

He says that that is all 
he has to say, because if he really gets into talking 
he could spend the whole day talking to you. And 
he says that he was very pleased to see you dancing 
yesterday with the people, and he says because you 
are leaving tomorrow as soon as the meeting is over 
you are gning to dance right until you leave. 

Father Denishas something 
EO, say) <Cboon 

FATHER DENIS, Sworn. 

A I have been a long 
time with the people here. I should have my voice 
also and say something, so I will say it first in 
English and then I will translate after myself in 
a few words in Indian Leeann a they know already what I 
mean, So it will be easier :«,to say what I have told 
you. in English. 

SO) aouLteis™an time: tor 
everyone to have a say, you would not mind if I 
bring my note to the concert. My point of view as the 
pastor,.of this community of Fort Franklin for many 


years. My name is Father Denis. I came from France, 


ne 9 


| 
| 
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Father Denis 


1 this country, 1938, to Good Hope and I came here 


2 far the first time on’ the shore’ of Fort” Franklin 


é in September 1940. 














4 First,there is the need to 

a prove that my people here have occupied the land and 
€6/| have used it extensively, I can say that I have 

7| travelled many miles around this lake to minister 

8 for them. I have been to Johnny Hoe River and 

9 further up McVicar Arm Bay Where most of them are camped 
10 for the Caribou hunt in January, February. That year,ar 
11| 1945. -- I don't exactly remember when, what date it was, 
12/ at that time there was not a soul here in this 
13] settlement. Coming here from Fort Norman, is it -- 
14 or Yukon -- we left the next morning, it was just 
a another night except that it had been for one night 
16 | in a house instead of out in the open. So we 
17 | 


travelled from Fort Norman to Darnley Bay without 








as seeing anybody. They were all there. I have been 
oI at Big Point. I have been to McIntosh Bay. In the 
so winter of 1947 when the weather was officially 
21| recorded at Fort Norman as being 66 below, good thing 
22 this was in Fahrenheit, but that gives about minus 
23 55 Celsius and not any warmer. 
D4 | PCr is clear nen tia, Giec 

} 
25 | people have occupied and used the land extensively and 
26 | the report we heard yesterday from the Gemini observer 
27, was found very contentious and one-sided. It is 
28 | also evident that the appearance of the school in the 
29 | settlement have forced the people to change some of 
30 | thein, wayc,) out it -LSs not their ‘fault. 
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So much for the people using the area. 

Second, we know that this 
area is rich and has'a great potential and these 
people who have always been so hospitable know that 
the wealth of the world given by the good Lord is 
for the benefit, the real benefit of all mankind. 

The wealth to be used, well used, not abused, not 
wasted, not to satisfy the greediness of only a 
few. The land claim when settled will say how this 
wealth in,our area, .our land, can be well.used. 

What will be the work done, 
pipeline, dam -- by the way it seems that if the 
pipeline is ever built there would be less opposition 
to it from these people here at least, if it was 
built on the other side, on the west side of the 
Mackenzie. And also then, the possible dam. Why not 
build it also, if it is necessary, really necessary, 
on the Keele River, the gravel river, as we call it, 
or the Redstone River, and keep our Bear River 
as it is, because we love it that way. 

Third, in our Government 
of Canada we have a department called Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development. It is an appropriate name 
to summarize the responsibilities of that department 
of our government. Indians and development. Indians, 


people first, and then development. The so-called 


development that would tend to forget about people would 


not be real development. It would be a long step 
backwards. This Inquiry is here to see that it does 


not happen. 
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[ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Father Denis 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 Fourth, «if what the white 
2 | people call development is unavoidable, what are we 
é) going to do? The tndians want to preserve themselves, 
4 their culture and privileges from the invasion of 
5 eee this is good. If we cannot stop the 
6 | machinery, the material world, from coming into this 
7 country, it is up to other agencies, environment and 
8 | all to see that the land we love and respect is 
91 noes torn to pieces, but.it is, up to us and on my 
point of view, it is my most important remark and 
| Contr bution .tOchi sl ancuiry,; 2t.1s up to: us. at 
12 | least 75% of it to preserve ourselves morally speaking. 
13 | My people peer hie so-called progress in this country 
14] because they fear to be absorbed and taken for 
15], nothing, but once again it is to a great extent up 
16 | to us to preserve and to protect ourselves. 
17 Could I use an appropriate 
13 | comparison of this country, progress, the way we 
19 see it, could be compared to a big dog, which will 
20 be we hope, well chained, or channeled by the author- 
21 | itieswns Liuwe don’t. go too close to it it will do 
en no harm to us. The material damage done to the land 
23 can be brought to the minimum possible by all kinds 
24 | of techniques, The moral damage can be brought to the 
25 | minimum or practically none, why not? If we are 
26 | prepared to meet it. I felt it was my duty to 
27 | mention that. 
28 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
29 you very much, Father. Miss Hutchinson, would you 
30 swear this witness? 
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DOULHUS SHAY, Sworn. 

A My name is Doulhus 
Shay. I came here gener? ago and I am a foreman 
for the hamlet here and I really like the people and 
intend to stay a little longer. I was born in Fort 
Good Hope, three miles below, no doctors, birthday 
unrecorded, but sometime around 1940 and according 
to the Government I was supposed to be born July 1l, 
and according to mom I was born August llth. 

So I have two birthdays 
to celebrate, I like it that way. 

At the time I was eight 
years old the mission over at Aklavik opened up a 
s chool and we were told, -- some of us’ were told to 
go for a ride and you'll be back, some of us wre told 
you are going down to the fish camp, so my brother 
and I,’ we jumped in and went to that Aklavik school. 

Before I went to school the 
only English I knew was "hello" and when we got there 
we were told that if we spoke Indian they would whip 
us until our hands were blue on both sides. 

And also we were told that 


the Indian religion was superstitious and pagan. It 


made you feel inferior to the whites. 


And also mail we used to get, 
it was read and what money was in it, which was not 
very much, was taken away from us and then the 
mail was turned over to us if we knew how to read. 

It made me feel that all 


this time the native people had been wrong, but I was 
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1| afraid to tell my parents. Now, I realize that the 
2 | Native people were right all this time. Their 

3 | culture going from generation to generation to 

4 survive as Dene people. 

5 | The first day we got 

6 | to school all our clothes were taken away and you 
| don't see them until you go home the following year, 





Q a haircut which was a bald haircut. 
0 We all felt lost and wanted 
ll to go home and some cried for weeks and weeks and I 


| 
j or until the school is over and everybody was given 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


12; remember one Eskimo boy every night crying inside his 
es! blanket because he was afraid that the sister might 
14 come and spank him. 

15 We were not allowed to talk 
16; to girls and not even our cousins, but our sisters 


17, were allowed. If we did, they would take your pants 





18 |} down and make you stand in front of the girls in your 





19 || underwear until your face is red and you start crying. 
20 If you moved one step in any direction you would 
21} lose your only privilege which is going to the movies, 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
22] but you go with the other students, but you face the 
| opposite direction. If you tried to turn around, well, 
| 
24 upstairs'to bed ol ‘guess. 


25 | You were not allowed to 





26 talk during meals or you were punished with a brush 
again with the hands -- on the hands, that is, to 
write with blue hands, and you had to wear different 


29 | clothes during school hours and after schoolhours and right 


30 | you have to go outside and haul wood whether you are 











4 spi tu: ewattoorlon re#te bs e1uoil Looe pntwb ends 








wow ins ‘eee, odie unm, 10 Tis sidionses 
vty enbwol tot ort emor op yoy tine meds sem t'10b 
dyteve bas seve. at Looting edt Lhtay 20 — 
| | _dyotied bist & sow Mokriw suotkerd & 
besnew brie ae st08 its eu 

I bre @toow brs entiosw tot pokro | aCe ron amon op of 
aid shient paiva tdpin yxeve yod omtdet eno tedmomex 

jcpin vosake oft todd biswts eaw od saysoed todasld 





asvity aii 


| min aAgsge bas soo 
aled oc pawelits ton exew OW. 
assets 20 sud 1 BALBYOD > ne neve ton, Sus, alzip.of 
atnsa woy gtet bioow yadd bib ow 71, -bowolls exsw 


mvoy af altip off to tnork ot brede voy eotem Bes nwob 


bLuaw ver noitsort yrs, of goede eno bevom yoy ak 
,esivom ard. ot pittop et doctiiw epeliving ylne xuoy. seol 
ads $562) BOY gud ataebuse xeigo afte doiw op voy dud 
itew sci ‘al mens ed beias Woy tL smoktoerth, etteogqgo 
enn: 5 eae ae 

at hewOlfe tert ‘exe wo | 
Heusd 5. dai berleinug gxew Hoy xo einem stile Ale 
ot \ed dant sehaed oda no -- eband od mut aisps 
Jostattib iaew of bed woy bas \ehad oul ddiw oddaw 


e2F LOX, anna: ee a eit 


fe Sei! 7 i Lair ‘ed “» 
- ee 7 ay ib Shy ay - nt. yal 7 




















SL yiclileit al D. Shay 

1 eight years old or not and the wood is half green 

y and four feet long and you have to throw it down 

3 to the basement and pile it up. 

4 Sometimes the weather is 

5 cold, Aklavik gets pretty cold, 60 below, but when 

6}; you are told to play outside I remember that you must 
e not xelieve yourself unless you go back into the 

8 room or back into the house and some were afraid to 

9 do that so they relieved themselves in their pants 
10 | and took therr parka and put their mitts inside, 

a turn their head sideways to get out of the wind. 

12 And if you lose your 

13 shoes you had to wear rags until you find your shoes. 
vy Today. jel) think back. or the 
15 | hostel life and I feel ferocious. I feel a lot of 

16 | anger inside of me. Between the ages of 12 and 17 I 
17 | spent that in a hospital, TB, over in Aklavik, Aklavik 
18 | hospital, telatjals .enyituwasn't fun either. Five 

194 years. 

20 I decided to stay home and 
21 forget about education and tried to see how I make out 
2 in the bush living the way my mum and dad did. 

23 Having been away from home 
24 | over in the hospital, I didn't know how to live in 

25 | the bush. I felt lost. I didn't care about bush. 
26, life too much because I was no longer able to live in 
27, the bush, so my uncle and my partner taught us to 

28 | respect the land and tried to teach me about bush 

29 | life. 

well, anyway uncle tried for 
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| 
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A something like six months and he gave up on me and 

a told me to go back to my parents. Instead I stayed 

3 in town with another uncle. I worked for D.O.T 

4 | digging out sewer and that was a pretty good job 

5 because that was my first job, $80.00 a month. 

6 | However, as springtime comes, 
e the sewer melted by their own and I got laid off. 

8 | I remember that summer watching a white person driving 
9 a cat in town, hauling logs and setting up a sawmill 
10 and I thought to myself, "Why can't I drive that cat?" 
11} I ama failure as a dumb Indian anyways so I thought 
12} 'd change my culture and become white. --And there 
134 was no way I could do that, but they taught mea 


14} Dittle bit"ahd that*fall*r°decidéd to go back to 








opportunity to go to Yellowknife to go to school and 


15 school in Inuvik and they put me in an opportunity 
16 class where you are just taught to speak English and 
17, write. You are looked down as just a dumb Indian 
13 who will not get anywhere. 

19 | After that school was over 
a my standing grade was six, but there is no paper. 
2 In 1960 I went back to Good Hope along with other 
22 students. By that time most of my generation just 
a] spoke straight English because they had been forbid- 
el den to speak their own language in school, and I 

25 | felt confused and I don't think that I did anything 
26 | that summer, so I decided to leave Good Hope again. 
u This time I felt, forever. -- And I never wanted to 
28 go back there and I wanted to get out, and I had the 
y 





30 | study mechanics and there I found a lot different 
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1 system, government instead of missionary schools. 

2 I made up my mind that I didn't want to go back to | 
3 Good Hope, so:in the summer one of the teachers got 
4 me a job over in Yellowknife with Ward Air in old 


5 Town, $250 a month, and out of that I had to pay 





6 | room and board which is $90.00, and I used to 

7 stay just this side of the ballpark, for those of 
8 | you who know Yellowknife. From there I used to | 
9 walk every morning down to Old Town in order to save | 
10 some cents for coffee. And I know for sure that 
14 there is 798 big square tiles or sidewalks. I 
12 || remember to this day. | 
13 | At the time they were | 
14) pouring cement for the other side, and just a couple 


15, Of weeks ago I went back there and seen my initials. 
16 | Anyways I spent about four | 


17; and a half years in Yellowknife at Kacho Hall and I won the most 


| | 








18 | outstanding award for mechanics,but there was no paper | 
157 oOo’ prove4at. | 
36) So I wasn't satisfied with | 
2) going to school there, it was a good experience and | 


Phe when I graduated I thought, "Why not I go further, why 


oa not see the city?" So I had the opportunity to go 





24) down to Halifax, Nova Scotia. There there is another 
feat different system there, you are more free, but they 


26 teach you geometry, physics and all those grade 12, and 





24 nere T? an just grades O4 
28 || At the same time I was getting 
letters from home from mom and dad and they told 


| 
30) me grandfather had died and I thought of that for a 
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Ree BEROSTIN Le D. Shay 
l long time, what my older people were telling me, but 
2 | I felt too far advanced, so I didn't bother. So I 
3 kept on studying, and I didn't make out too good 
4 in the grades, but anyhow my grade standards weren't 
5 way up anyhow. So they put me in C-C.G.S. Labrador and 
5 | I was the only Indian there and they nicknamed me 
7;| "Mukluk". 
8 | I really felt, the parents 
9 writing to me, kept in the back of my mind and I 
10 feel humiliated when they called me "Mukluk" so I 
14 turned to booze. My first drink was three bottles 
12 | of beer and I got knocked out and I started picking 
13 | up until I was called "Mukluk" once more from behind 
14) the back. I turned around and let the guy have it. 
15 | I said, "That's it. I am returning back to Good 
16 | Hope." 
17 | It was a long journey 
18 and it was qoed to see the sun setting -- it was 
19 | around June and I knocked on Mom and Dad's door, I 
20 : had a short haircut and tie and spit polished shoes and 
aq Dad looked at me and shook his head. I felt out of 
22 place though. I went up to the people I was working 
23 for and I slept there. I stayed there for a week and 
24 | without seeing my parents I took off back to Calgary. 
25 | And then I -- pardon me, that was Edmonton. Anyways, 
26 | in Edmonton I seen some of my old partners that I 
27 | went to school with and they were down in the gutter 
oI where they hang around 97th Street, Coffee Cup Inn, 
26 and New Eddy and all of those places and all these 
30 students -- they had high hopes, but I think they lost 
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Sor nah D. Shay | 
| 
1 their culture. 
2 So I wandered around for | 
: awhile and then I decided to return back to the | 
4 North and this time really listen to my Dad | 
2 how the tie and suit has disappeared, and I landed | 
6 | up a job with Rae geophysical as a mechanic's : 
7 helper. | 
S| I worked good for them so | 
2 they sent me down to northern Alberta, High Level, 


Li JuSt, $16.00 a day and at. least I get.a free trip out 


| 
19 | June 1967. The wages weren't that great, it was | 
| 
| 
12] of it. out there there was an oil rush at the time | 


13; and High level, the population was 40. Within a 





4) month it jumped up to 1,300. And we were doing | 


field work for Shell Oil or some big company like 





| 

| 

| 
16| that and sometimes I used to take the day off and 

| 

| drive out an the cut line and I see how they operate, 
18 sametimes they put canvas over the derricks, so the 
fa other companies won't spy on each other. And they 


also had oil scouts going around with land rovers, 





21 some of them carried guns, I don't know what for. 
They tell me that there are bears,in the fall time 
| 
| 











aaa the bears are hibernating anyway, and I used to kid 

24 | them by giving them a mud sample saturated with 

25 | waste oil from my truck and then I went down to 

26 | Rainbow Lake. By that time everything was completed, 

an that was around the end of June or July and they | 
28] started building pipelines here and there. Some of 

23] ait had signs saying gas, deadly gas seeping °ULthe side : 





| 
| 
= of the pipes. 
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: At times I have seen some 

2 | dead beavers around that area. I don't know, maybe 

| they got killed by tks Or got poisoned by this 

; gas, but of course I was the only one indian there 

: and they asked me to skin it and I thought of home 

°| when they asked me to skin it, and I decided to 

7 return home and live the way my old people had lived 

. and tried to get back to the Native culture. 

| 

* After all through these 

ca experiences, going through the cities and pipelines, 
Bk » yet. the moment) I feel that: these people ‘here aren't 

ee | ready for a pipeline or no major developments of that 
aaa kind. So, I want to get back into the culture system 
| and teach my kids the way my father and the people 
er here are teaching me. 

al As a foreman here I find 
en the people chose to live off the land rather than 
18, have a steady job. Young people go off hunting 

Bl every chance they get and as for this summer my plans 
20 | to go down to the North Shore with Nonekova here 

21 | and see how Great Bear is and I will give my conclusion 
22 to the judge here and how we're going to survive in the 
aed future, how we are going to teach our kids and that 
| I will tell you in a different place which is my own 
al town, Good Hope, -- ‘that 1s all if have to say. 

a THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
ladies and gentlemen, we should take five minutes 

28 | adjournment, just five or ten minutes just to relax 
a for a few minutes and then we will start again. 





30 
a (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED ) 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. | 
| 
! 
| 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


2 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
| 

34 we will come to order again. And you just carry 
| 
| 


4 rignt: On. 








5 JOHN TEKZO, sworn. | 
6 | A I will just translate 
7 | for myself and then in Slavey. | 


1 THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
| I wonder if we could have a little quiet and then we 
| 





| 
10 | will be ready to go ahead. | 
11 A My name is John Tekzo. | 
12 I graduated with Grade 11 from Yellowknife andI am | 
13] the, Sat eee Nees tor, the hamlet. -Today I would | 
14 like to speak about land use application and seismic 
15 work. 
16} I have been with the 


17; hamlet since September 1974, it is not one year 


18! yet. This application I received at first was in -- 





19 | they asked for our comments by November 25, the earliest couritil 


| 
Zab meeting to review the application was on November 27. 
| 





Pail Council disapproved and I wrote a letter to District | 
| 

pags Superintendent, Northwest Land and Forest Service. | 
Pad THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse | 
| | 
ei me, what did they want to -- what use did they want | 
| 

25 | to make of the land? Seismic work? | 
26 | A Yes, they wanted to : 
| 


oe do seismic work on the land. 


28 | November the 28th, and I will | 





29’ read this letter to you. The first letter I wrote to 
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the District Superintendent of Land. It says: | 
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That 


"Re land use application. At our regular 
Hamlet Council meeting which was held on 
Navember the 27th, 1974, in which the 


Council disapproved the land use permit 


is the number of the application. 

"The reason which the Council has 

chosen against this land use permit is 
clearly shown there is already a seismic 
line at present time which will cross the 
new proposed seismic line. The Hamlet 
Council also stated that the area which 
is to be used is a good trapping area 

and they do not want the land to be 


disturbed. (Carried motion 3-1..." 


Which is in the hamlet council's minutes. 


"...3-11 1974 shows that the Hamlet 
Council disapproves of a land use 


permit and I would like to hear from 


you at your earliest convenience." 


And I sent a copy to Masette Petroleum, that is the 


company that is 90ing to do the work. 


THE COMMISSIONER: What 


is the name of the company? 


A Masette Petroleum, 


and I sent a copy to Northwest Land and Service in 


Norman Wells and also in Smith. 


from 


phone call from them saying that they want some more 


698 


Then I received a phone call 


them again. I wrote to them and I received a 
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reasons for this disapproval of this application. 
Then my second letter was dated December 9th, to 
still the same people. It says: 
"Re plan exploration activity. Referring 
to my letter dated November 28th, 1974, 
regarding land use permit which was disapproved 
by the Hamlet Council, the Council wanted 
me to bring it up at the public meeting 
held on December 6, 1974,most of ne senior 
citizens of the communities showed up at 
the meeting and believe me there are 
more comments on the subject than I 
thought .The reason the application was 
disapproved are as follows: 
1) some people of the community 
get some fur bearing animals out 
of this area where the proposed cutline 
will be placed. 
2) There is a line already existing there 
and two lines will do grave camage to 
our land and one has done enough. 
3) The Council has a strong feeling that 
if they approve of the land use appli- 
cation the oil crew would most likely 
ask for more in the future, the Council 
wants to stop this before the entire 
point will be covered with lines." 
The entire point that I am talking about is that -- 
-- I don! ti know x<soidewill, point it.out. 


(WITNESS LEAVES WITNESS CHAIR AND GOES TO THE MAP) 
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Pepe er ee ae 
| "For your information please contact me." 
2 | THE COMMISSIONER: Before 
3| that whole peninsula vould be covered with seismic 
‘ lines. 
ei A Yes; that is what 2 
6 | was referring to here. And there is anothe¥ letter which 
74 I wrote to them about the same thing. This 
8 is another letter, December 20th, they want some 
9 more reasons why this land use application was 
10 | disapproved and this is my letter: 
5 "Referring to my lettersdated November 28th, 
ei 1974, and December 9th, 1974, regarding proposed 
| cut line on the east side of Fort Franklin, 
a at our regular Hamlet Council meeting held 
15 | on December 18, 1974, a resource person from 
16 Northwest Land and Forest in Norman Wells 
17 | attended the meeting. He wanted to know 
18 the reason for disapproval of land use 
i 
- permit. Following are our reasons 
20 | for disapproval of land use application: 
21 1) Some of the trappers in the community 
22 trap some fur bearing animals out of 
a this area where the proposed cut line 
| will be placed. 
254 a) ere is a line already existing there 
a and two lines will do great damage to 
27 | our land and one has done enough. 
28 | Di) The Council has a strong feeling 
\ 
29 | that if it approved the land use 








application that the oil crew would 
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likely ask for more in the future. 
The Council wanted to stop this 
before the entire point is covered 


with lines.” 


That is my letter again. 


ae) 


5) 


Since the first time, since this 
community was established there was 
never any incident of which the 
community remembers of which any 

fur bearing animal has come to town 
until this year. When they built 

the seismic line, this is the first 
time the community has witnessed such 
aero tdene and the people were saying 
that the fur bearing animal was 

trying to avoid the lines. 

The Council was also saying that if 
the oil company does discover oil in 
one their drillings, they will put 

up more oil wells and more. This will 
PUL OUmtLana. 4 ste foul company 


wantedto build a seismic line 


they need to build a pipeline and 


use up all our land. What the Council 
means that if they discover oil it 
will lead to a pipeline in which the 


people object to very much, for 


the Council said, if they want to build 


a seismic line let them talk to us, 


saying that the pipeline wouldn't 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. J. Tezko 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
‘ damage our land. What the oil company 
2) are saying is that a seismic line 
“ wouldn't hurt us, but we know that 
: piplines and oil wells will." 
. I also sent this to Masette Petroleum, Northwest 
] Land and Forest Service, in Norman Wells and in 
7| FOrt Smith, 
BY Shall I read this too? 
: | THE COMISSIONER: Yes, I think 
ay you should. 
ey, A I think I did already -- 
12 | ,; 
Yes, I did. 
13 | 
iL would. .like to bring out 
Ad one of the motions that was carried by the Council, 
ma, number 53, at our regular meeting of December the 
16 | 18th. Delegation was Merlin Park, the Resource 
| 
a Management, Northwest Land and Forest Service, 
a Norman Wells, talked about the seismic line. The two 
19 | lines added up to thirteen miles. One line is six 
20 miles and the other one is seven miles. The 
| line will start a quarter mile from the lake -- 
“4 There is the lake. They will try to avoid traps and 
=) they will try not to disturb the nesting ground of 
sia | any mammal overwintering there. If they do disturb 
f 
4 the nesting ground the company will have to 
26 | shut down. They will not cut the seismic line until 
mie | February and about that time people do not go out 
i | ENCre stor trapeancd est is cold, 
a Then the Hamlet Council 
30 





disapproved with the land use application thoroughly. 





| whiny atta th Bes out. 
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Mr. Park be our spokeman at Fort Smith when he talked 
about this line. The Hamlet Council meeting, 
December 18th, set out the Merlin Park treaty in 
Norman Wells, Northwest Land and Forest Service. 
Max Holberg, District 
Superintendent, Northwest Land and Forest, Inuvik, 
December 23, 1974: 
"Gentlemen, may I take this opportunity on 
behalf of my staff, the Northwest Land and 
Forest Service and myself to wish you and 
your residents a very pleasant holiday season. 
I hope that in the months to come we will have 
a better opportunity to chat with one 
another in order to have a greater under- 
standing in each others problems and 
hopes. In following this vein I am happy 
to announce that starting in January 1974 
we will submit to you a copy of all 
land use permits that have been issued 
in your area’? 
-- which we did not receive yet. 
"This will give you a chance to determine how 
the comments you were asked to submit in the 
particular operation were treated. We hope 
to identify those operating conditions in 
the permit that were based on your suggestions. 
You may not find all of your suggestions 
followed, or you may find some that you don't 
think of at the time, but in general you will 


note that the legitimate concern of possible 
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environmental damage or disturbance will 
be heeded by the Department. 
We hope that in this matter we have 
breached the gap of mistrust and suspicion. 
You may contact us at any time, information 
we shall discuss with you matters relating 
to land use operations." 
We have not received any copies of land use permit $ 
that they have down here, but anyway, the company just 
went ahead and did the work. 
THE), COMMISSIONER: : That: is 
one they wanted to cut on the peninsula between 
Smith Arm and Keith Arm. That is the one that you 
are talking about now? 
A Ves 
THE COMMISSIONER: And that 
letter that you read from Mr. Holberg, that was 
earlier in the year, he said, "We will let you know 
what happened to all of these land use permits", and 
it was in December that the Council passed a resolution 
disapproving of that one in particular, is that right? 
A Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: OkKay, 
I understand. 
A And this is the map 
that is shown, this little piece here, this is the 
one that the Council disapproved. 
ANGGAtOUS Nottat year that -- 
not really a year -- it hasn't been a year since I 


started working for the Hamlet. It was in September 
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1974 I started and from that time on until now this 
whole area, that is all seismic lineSthat has been 
done. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you 
say since September 1974? 

A Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Those 
are land use permits that have been granted for 
seismic work, are they? 

A Not really. Let me 
translate first. 

At first they approved 
three lines, they approved three lines, we told them 
we disapproved, but they told us this is an access 
route that would be useful for trapping. The seismic 
line there is better to travel on, but they didn't 
tell us they will intersect. We didn't approve these 
intersect lineswe just approved three lines and then 
we approved some of this land right here. All this 
work was done. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I see. 

A Now, I would like to 
end this little speech about a little history of my 


life. 
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Now I work for the hamlet and 


the only time I have time off is on weekends and most 


of the weekends I go out on the land. I go outfishing, 


hunting, anywhere. JI have been out most every week 
for the past year. It is net only tic-=sit.iskpeople 


my age or younger who enjoy hunting on fbpshiric. 
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In the summer months I go out mostly every night 


fishing, trapping out across the lake. That is, if the 


weather permits. In the summertime I travel about 
70 to 80 miles just for a camping, fishing, outdoor 
activities. 

One time I was out on 
Willow Lake with one of the local guys. I was up 
there doing a little hunting and out there on a 
small river, on the small river I came across -- 
we were following a seismic line -- it wasn't a small 
river, it was quite a hollow river which I came 


across, when I came across it, it sort of looks like 


the land was pushed across the other side of the river 


for, I guess, it is for a bridge. Let me translate. 


I. myself, follow old people's 


traditionse cdhido we lote‘ofthunting mndi dike; ‘alleithe 


womans said. Womans does the cleaning and the man does 


the hunt and all this andI am still following, and I would 


like to conclude that this land is still important to 
us, to young people like me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: | Thank 
you very much. I wonder if you would let us take a 
look at those letters that you read and the maps 
that you showed me. Maybe you could just let me take 
a look at them when we adjourn a little later and I'd 
have a chance to read them over then. Would that be 
alias ght? 

A Sure, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 


is there anybody else who would like to speak? 
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1| CHARLIE NIELLY, sworn 
2| (Interpreter, John Tezko) 
| 

4 A This is Charlie Nielly, 
4 and right now he is going to talk about how his father 
e had taught him all the -- his father taught him 

6 everything. | 

7 He said many times old people 
8 | have told him old time stories which is useful to 

9 him and they will remain in his mind all the time and 
10 he will pass it on to his einer aii Right now he 


oe is going to talk about how he worked in the past. 


aA When I was small my mum 





died and only him and his father, only his father and 


| 

14; him -- he said him and his father lived through 
' bush life. In the old days his father hunt, trapped, 
| 


16, that is the only way that they had something to eat. 








Ay) | He said that he went to 

18 | school in Aklavik in 1958. He went to school to 

19 | learn at the time, there were too many words to learn, 
| like they have to work at words. He went down there 
aa) for schooling, but he didn't learn much. Then he 

22 | came back from school. He worked for his father. 

a He started to trap, hunt and fish while he lived 

24 | with his father. After that I wanted to learn more -- 
25} so he went to Yellowknife to get trained in heavy 

26 duty for nine months. Right now he is working for 


| 
| 
| 
! 
2 anybody and he wants to make money to buy all the 
necessary equipment to work in the bush. Things like 
boat, tqun.inelhat asi why nasié working for the white 


man, to buy all the necessary equipment to work with. 


| 
. 
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Right now he feels he doesn't 


want to work for anything, but only to work enough 

to earn for a kicker and a boat. He has been every- 
where. He said he has killed many caribou. He has 
been on the North Shore hunting caribou. He has 

been hunting moose, fishing and whatever he gets he 
shares with the people of the community. He said 
this year he shot seven moose and 25 caribou and they 
didn't last him a month. Right now he says all the 
people, all of the older people that talked about the 
land and how they traveled on it and how they -- 

and how they lived on it. All that he heard from 

the old people and whatever has been talked about 
now, it will remain in his mind forever. He says 
from all the people that I have heard and have learned 
in the past, I have learned a lot from old people. 

I have hunted, I have trapped, I have fished and I 
work for whitemen and I learned all of this from 
Older people and I will keep it on even though the 
Older people don't live that long. 

I will translate it myself 
in English. All this old peoples that they tell me so 
many stories and I have it all in my mind and how much 
they loved the land and how much they want for the 
future for their kids. “Right now there are so many 
old people that tell me the stories, they do not 
care for themselves, but they do care for the young 
people, even for my kids. All the stories they have 
been telling me and this is how I learned from the 


old people, and the Government and the white people, 


0 


‘ 








od sta, «eee Cit ae pie | | 
bbsd Sh .wtinommds: ard to siqosq oda (kw woxnte | 
yodd Bas wodixso 2S: bits a200n saver tode ert "Bey eats iq 
efx fis eyse on wor ghee fiction & mit dees habe: 
adt tiods: bowler sont 9. qoe aebto eft to Le ,elqoeq 
==) yes wod bas tk m0 palbownna: yous, wort bos bast 
most piss of Be) tt ta “3% mo bevil yous wod bre 
suods) betis? mesdy eed sevesedw has elqoog blo adt 
ayhe ol -xovst0t babm etd mi beemtes «10 tw si \wor 








benxesl svad boe breed eved I tedt olqoag orks SIs mout 
.sigosq blo mozt tol & beaut aved 1 ,desq edt at 
1 bas Sedeii ever themes sve I ,bodaud over 2 
mere oats Xo fis banssol T bas mometinw tol aAtow 
edt spwodd neve no di good Lidw I Sas efqosq yoblo 
pool darit ovke $4 wo alqeeag sehlo 

tieavm gi stolensid iLiw I ; he 
os om Lied yers tea aslgoog Blo abet MA «tusitigail we 
doun wor bas Baim ym nt Lie tt avert 1 bee oktete yasm | 
edd 16% snaw yods doom wort ns: bass ona Dever yes | 
ytem of SiB szedd won ddpht .2bbu thors “s0% om 3u2 
jor ob youd ,eebuode ody! am Lied dent: siqosq blo 
prwoy odd wot ereo ob yens sud veevleeneds x02 exsD 7 
eved yey eetrote ‘ed? LLA° sebid ym 20% neve selgosa 
ed mox? benzsef I wor et ekdd Bas-om pnbifes aged 
eigosg stinw te: ennneteret edt bas velegong blo 


/ ' : yi ann 7 q _ 
oe a : is ie deme a eee ay 





Se «SCthe wintertime. This old people tell me that story a lot 


Too 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Charlie Nielly 




















1 what they are talking about, they are talking about | 
2 the pipeline, the seismic, and so many different | 
3 things like a neenwee the trucks all over the place | 
4 and they did so many damage on the land, like the | 
"| seismic lines cover up our country just like a | 
6 checkerboard, and that there is no place for game | 
7 to live in, even to the people, and the old people | 
is that taught me so many fish takes all in this country, : 
zi and they have all the names for the fish lakes, and 
a this is our country, and a lot of fish on the small 
11] oreeks that cross with the seismic lines and they | 
a cover up with a kind of dirt and they make a bridge | 
aa and they cross, and the spring came up, they tear that | 
oe down and when the water flows throws it up ahd all this wagh- 
15 | out from all the pollution gets on the trees and on | 
16 | the snow goes to the river, and what is going to | 
1” | happen in 50 years time? | 
18 | Andvalivwthis *Cime el skearned 
19 how to speak in English, and I learned how to read and | 
20 I learned how to write, and I was only grade four, and : 
=a I want to learn more and more to have more experience. | 
22 | I go for trapping, I know how to set traps and I know | 
23 HOw to «set-up. a wocd,, trap and go out hunting. it is | 
24 really hard work. Then I put on the snowshoes and 
25 | walk for thirty or twenty miles a day breaking a trail. | 
ae My dog team is coming behind and when the evening came | 
27 | it is real cold, but we have to go and set up a tent in | 
28 | about a half an hour and get a fire going. By the | 
| 


time around six in the evening it gets real dark in 
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7 and it is still the same today. 
2) And all this white people 
| that came from the outside, they all moved down, and 
| they are moving down, that was before the old people 
i were telling me the story that first saw the whitemen, 
6 and they have found the oil and they keep it tanked 
7 for the white people, it is a can of oil, they found 
3| it from the ground, and they gave it to the white 
9 | people and they ship it out to outside and they 
10 | find out it is oil, and they came down,Now they have a big 
11] oil company on there, they came out from under the 
12 | ground, all free under. They come out and they make 
13 sO much money and the people, they did not know what 
14 this oil is, and now some old peoples that have told 
15 me story that they found a rock way out in Fort 
16 Radium and Great Bear Lake shore. They found a real 
74 fancy rock, they didn't know what it is, so they take 
18, that rock along with them. They came down to Fort 
19 | Norman, mostly by paddle that time. They came to Fort 
20 | Norman to show it to the white people and this person 
23 | told this Native, show us the place where you find this, 
22 | so he traveled with them on the Bear Rivers and 
23 | travelled all the way down to Fort Radium and they 
24 | showed him the place where they found the rock and 
25 now they find out what it is, now they have a big 
26 | mine there, and the Natives, the old people, said they 
27 | are doing the hard work, but they didn't get the help, 
23 | and even this day there is more and more white people 
25 | that aoe up, they are coming up and they are still 
30 | want to use our land and they use the road too, and this 
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| is what they fear of. They are going, the thing is 
2) they are going to damage the land, and they are going 
3 to go through the matRenred Valley and the animals 

A go right by the rivers and that is how the game is 

S| going to disappear in 50 years time. We don't want 
: it to happen. 

7 | And now the old peoples 

8 that they tell me the stories, they show me the 

9 country, I am following that, in this area I work 
| here and have a name for it. One place they call this 

| 

oy fish Lake, but they have in their own name. There 
are so many fish lake out between Smith Arm and 
13 Dease Arm, there are so may fish lakes up there —— 
4 and so many rivers, and the whitefish, what kind of 
nal fish is in there and all along the Mackenzie Rivers, 
16 | they nave jot all™the fish “lakes“and “all the ‘ndmes for 
17 them. There is all different names, and they told me 
13 | the name of the fish lake -- I know where the fish 
a lake is. 
20 | They got all the fish lakes 
21| along the Mackenzie River, they gave me the name, I 
| know where it is and if I want to go and there is a 
23 | good place for a fish lake, I will go there and I 

24 | catch the fish, I bring it home. They are telling me 
25 the truth. And also some of the rivers goes in the 
ee bush, there are all different kinds of fish coming 
zy up along the rivers and they had all the names for all 
28 | the fish, and also all the game, even the moose, the 
29 | white people that have maybe four different names for 
30 | 


a moose, but the Native, they have got seven different 
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names for a moose, it's all the kind of moose they 
are going to get and how they believe and how they 
travelling, some of the really good hunters know how 
the moose going in his country, and some of the really 
good fishermen, and they really know exactly 
what happens to the fish where they go, where did they 
go and they get them. 

In the summer where the 
fish are they know where they are. In the wintertime 
sometime there is no fish and they know where the 
fish go and they follow the - fish and they find the 
place. They sit theremd they get a fish from there. 
And one place they fish goes in the wintertime. In 
the wintertime we hardly have any fish in this day, 
and all this fish, where did they go and the people 
follow it, and this fish how they travel in the Great 
Bear Lake. The old peoples they have that story -for 
years and years enavelive it to me and I know where 
they are and I follow them in the wintertime. 
And this is how so many old people, they gather in 
one place, they tell the story about the old, old 
days and I sit with them and I listen and have 
a really good life. They are happy because the game is 
all over the place. They hardly didn't have a hard 
work for the game when they get into the bush -- even 
the game that are right behind them by the little lake. 
Some of the people have shot moose down by little lake, 
but now there is no more. They have to go miles and 
miles to get them. And this, the old people, they tell 


me so much stories and how much they love their land 
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and they gave me all this story and now I really want 
my land to be free and I hope the government and Gas 
Arctic, they still say they help each other and be 
happy with the government and the Indian people will 
be happy and I hope they do not damage the land on 
the Mackenzie Valley. That is how the people tell 

me the story. So many that say that over and over 
and overbecausethey want to understand really good. 
Now all this story they tell me I really understand 
what they have been telling me. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. 
Nielly, I wonder if it would be all right with you 
if we adjourned now for supper and we will come back 
at eight o'clock and you can just carry on then, ie 
you don't mind, would that be all right with you? 
And anything that you still wish to say, you can say 
then and then we will just stop now then and. come back 
at eightirotalockatonight atisethat calli bright? 

I didn't realize that jou 
were leaving Ae nine so we wilducarrytonenow;' I am 
sorry. 

We want to hear everything 
you want to say. We just thought that maybe we were 


just getting a little hungry here, that is all. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 8:00 P.M.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
ladies and gentlemen, maybe we will start again this 


evening now. We will just allow Mr. Charlie Nielly 
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| 
1} to carry on to continue what he has to say to the 
2 | inguiry, so -youjust, carry on, Mr. Nielly. 
| A This winter I have been 


working for the co-op and I get two days off on the 


| 

"| Saturday and Sunday. In those days I usually go 
i 
| 





6 | out trapping and I go out hunting and we went out 
1 fishing. By the time Sunday night I return home 
8 because I have to work on Monday morning again and 
9 


. sometimes they give me two weeks off, and this two 


| 
| 
10] weeks off I usually go out to the Caribou Point 
| with a snowmobile and I usually buy -- it carries 50 














12] gallons of gas, and some shells,a tank and a 

13] stove. It takes me three days to .get there, -- it 

14 | depends on how the winds are going on the Bear Lake. 
15 Sometimes they blow so hard you can't tell which 

16 | direction you are heading and mostly followed by 

i7 | snowdrifts. The snowdrifts are going in the directon 
13 | of south when the wind blows at Caribou Point and the 
19 | Big Point, and we usually follow the snowdrift and 

20 | Pogo straight across, to iCaribou Point because you 

21 | Can't see the land across there, and we have seen there 
22 | on the Caribou Point, and one little cove and at the 
23 narrow there is lots of fish there and we set a net and 
24 the same hour we catch about five fish, that is the 

25 | first meal that we got. 

26 | Then we stay there for 

27| 21 days, and in 21 days we ‘usually go out hunting 

28 | caribou and we shot 25 and we carry it all back to 

29 





my main camp and fix it all up, then in 21 days time 


| 

2g || 
| 

30 | we bring it back to Franklin, and after I came back to 
| “ 
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Franklin I still had some days off left yet, then 

I go out behind towards the Smith Arm about 30 miles from 
here and the east and the area and right across the 
lake and altogether I shot about seven caribou, 
seven moose. I bring all this meat back to the town 
and I gave all this meat to the people in town and 
it cost me nothing. I just help the other old peoples 
that can't go hunting no more, and also right now 

I have no boat and no canoe, no kicker, so I plan 

to work for some kind of company, like I am working 
fOr imperial OLE ragnt now. I didn’t work for ‘the 
money, but I work for a canoe and a kicker and after 
I get this canoe and the kicker I will use that for 
travelling around Bear Lake. 

Last year I had an old boat 
and real old kicker and I used them all the way across 
to the North Shore of Bear Lake and there are a few 
caribou right there and I returned home just ina 
week, because I am working for the co-op, so he gave 
me one more week off just to go out there and come 
back, and like these things I want to use for hunting, 
FLK@ a OU. lied realty want a gun and Lf use 1t I 
Usually Work. tOr.a Gun.oOnly, noe Lor money,;, and’ 1 
buy this oun and’ I use If again. I use it and travel 
all around my country, down the rivers, even down 
the Bear Rivers. 

Today right now old peoples 
and the young people they have learned so much from 


the outside like so many bad things that they learned 


from the outside, like using drugs and things like that 
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and this is how they learn from the outside,and what 


| 
| 
will happen when they -- when the pipeline goes through | 
or a highway or a dam, things like that, and then more 
people coming down and the young people will learn | 
more from these people and right now this is how the 
young kids, they can't get away, from the south, from the| 
liquor. The white people teach them how to drink, like en 
the Natives and in the old days, the old people didn't know how 


to say liquor before, and they didn't even know how to -say 





money, and mostly we say. fur, if they want to buy 


ii a gun they usually pile up the fur right up to the 














| 
12] gun andsay 200 furs, that means 200 dollars, but 
13) they never used to know the money before. Mostly | 
14 | they buy things by fur and some old people they ee iated 
15 | that to me, they usually want to buy a gun and they : 
re usually, maybe 200 rats that pile up to the gun and | 
17 | they usually buy a gun with that fur piled up to | 
| right level, like that and they buy that gun, and | 
19! today they learn so much, they learn so much about 
20 | the white people from the outside and the young people | 
21! they go to the school and they speak in Slavey,and 
ne they became only one language like, like only Slavey -- 
23) notionlyiSlavey pabut English, .all over the Northwest 
24 Territories, only one language and they understand | 
25 each other and they knew what they say and they argue each 
| other with it, and they knew how to say and are helping each other 

m owith it. | | 
a | In the old days, the old people, they didn't understand Slavey -- | 

| I mean the English,and they usually translated. This 


is how so much argue coming up all the time and they 





30) wish to stay real quiet and wish to have peace and 
| 
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} nobody bother them, and even the way that I feel today, 
2 I feel so sad for these old people and also for in 

3 the future. After all my kids when they grow up, I 

4 will pass it to my kids what will happen in this day 

5 and what the old people tell me about the old days. 


So I hope the government and 





7\| the natives will help each other and will be happy 








fon) 














8 in the future and I wouldn't know what will happen 

9 in the future, so I won't say, I won't say no for 
10/| my land and I won't say yes for my land, but I will, 
Lb}? Lt will tell in the future. So this is all I can 
= say, and this is all I have in mind to tell you and 
13] I-’appreciate you coming and listening to the people 
14s} tell their old stories and I have a plane to catch 
1s | and I hope you have a good visit. So this is all 
16 | I can say, and I am leaving right now for sure. | 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Do you | 
18a) mandvif Tiasktiyou how old younare?n|Howield are you? 
19 | A I will be leaving 
20 | atmwn 0 Clockie-whit ams 31a dowas bornz ini fl? 44oon 
| January’? 5th. 
22 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
‘a thank you very much. 
24 PHOEBE TATTI,-resumed. 
25 | A I would like to say 

\ 


26! something that I feel might be important. Which is important. 
24 I have heard a lot of 
28 people say that if the pipelne should be built and 


if it is that necessary, it should come on the mountains, 





30! through the mountains and it wouldn't have that much | 
| 
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| effect on the communities along the river banks 

2 and I quastPonrtie te tn control of Canada. Like, 

' how much control does the Canadian Government have? 

‘| It seems to me that the pipeline, the proposed pipeline 
>| route, is the cheapest way for the gas companies, and 
6 I don't know how much royalties the Canadian Government 
"| is getting from those companies, but if there is that 
| many lives that, you know, you have to think about 

| the people that it involves and what I am saying is 

10 | that why should the oil companies decide for us where 
" the pipeline should be and why should they tell the 

ag Canadian Government who supposedly is in control, 
13| where it should be? 

1 In the Canadian Government's 
-) eyes we are recognized as Canadian citizens, but in 

16 | my eyes I see/as a special group of people, and I think 
17 | that it is really important that the Canadian Government 
13 should listen to us. It is not only right for somebody 
19 else, a group of people to come in and decide that, 

20 | well, this is what we are going to do with you, and 

21| you have to accept that. I think we should be able 

22 | to talk for ourselves and we should be able to tell 

23 the Canadian Government, this is what we want, and if 
24 the Canadian Government is that interested in our land, 
25 | then in Seog Fie Meese be interested in our 

26 | well-being too. Twill tCrenslate that frirse. 

27 | Weeenink tral the CLL companies | 
28 | shoutldn “t'*think"of the cheapest route. ““fthink Chat 


1 
29 | they should think of their other fellows, the other 
people that are involved, because think of all the 
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Group Of 
damage that you are doing to one/people. The land 


cannot be replacable and the land, as you have 
been told so many times today and yesterday and 
throughout all the other communities, how important 
the land is to us, and I question, you know, who is 
running the show? I question how much royalties is 
the government getting out of that oil, or the 
gas line? And to me there shouldn't be any questions 
or any hesitations on the Canadian Government's part 
to participate with the Native people. This is 
practically the last place in the whole of Canada 
where you can go fishing and you can catch fish, 
where you can really enjoy nature, where you can 
come home and say, "This is home." I have been 
down south, I have gone to school, but I have been 
more fortunate than Doulhus Shay, because the school 
I went to, it treated you like an individual, it 
didn't treat you like cattle, and that is 
Brandon College. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What 
was the name of it? 


A Brandon College, 


Fort Smith. But everytime I come home from down south, 


to me, this is home. I can never feel comfortable 
down south. I can never feel comfortable with other 
people. I feel this way amongst myown people, and 

I would like it to remain like that, even myself. 

I wish that during the schools that I went to that 
half of the education should have been in the Native 


way, I would have really enjoyed that and even now 
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sail cieiy alia Phoebe Tatti 
1 I regret having to go through all those things and 
a not knowing, but I hope that I got my idea across, 
3/ the questions I raised about the Canadian Government's 
4 Gontrol< 
>| That is all that I have to 
6 | say. 
7 THis COMMISSIONER:  L think 
8} I should say, and you might translate this for me, 
9 that Lam herd because the Gdvernment of Canada 
Ao | sent me to find out what you think about this proposal 
it to build the pipeline. I want to hear what you have 
12 | to say and that is why I have been listening to you 
13 yesterday and today and I invited the representatives 
14) of the pipeline company to come here so that they 
15 |; couldhear what you have to say and that is why Mr. 
MO Cartervand Mri. Workman of Arctic Gas and/Mr. 
17 Elwood of Foothills Pipelines are here. I will take 
18 everything that you have said into account. I will 
19 be thinking abdéut it along with what people are 
20 saying in the other communities and in the formal 
21 hearings at Yellowknife and then I will make my report 
22 | and recommendations to the Government of Canada. 
2] The Government of Canada will have to decide whether 
241 a pipeline is to be built and if it is to be built 
fea they will have to decide what route it will take and 
26 | what terms and conditions will have to be imposed 
27 | UpOnw.t. 
28 | The Pacey anene of Canada 
29 is in Ottawa running the country so they can't be 
20 here and they can't be in each community in the 
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Phoebe Tatti 
Joe Kenny 


Mackenzie Valley to listen to what the people have 
to sy so they have sent me to listen to what the 
people have to say and then to report to them and to 
Make recommendations to them. You might translate 


that and then we will get on with the next witness. 


Well, I think we are ready 


for other people that want to come forward and say 


something about the pipeline and all of the other 


questions that are connected with it. 


JOE KENNY, sworn 
(Interpreter, Phoebe Tutti) 


A He says that you 
came here in person to listen to us and we are 
telling you how we feel face to face like and he 
says that he has something on his mind and he wants 
to tell you about it. 

Ottdwa is a long ways from 
here and the Northwest Territories, especially around 
Franklin, is a long way from Ottawa. Since I was 
thirteen I started trapping with my father and my 
father died at the age of 90. He says I worked in 
the bush so long that I know when the fur is good 
and I know what time the fur is bad and I know what 
time the inside, the hides of the fur is good, and 
when it is bad, but he says that Ottawa decided for 
us when to quit and when -- not when to, but Ottawa 
decided for us when our trapping seasons should be 
and he says that the beaver does not come out until 


May and the closing season is in June. 


He says that around 
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rh November 10th there are only three fur animals 
2 which have good fur, and that is fox, otter and mink. 
| The rest of the fur is stiff in the month of November, 
4 but only these three furs are good starting November 
7 10th 
6 | We are giving you this 
7 | information so you know, that is why he is telling 





8 you these things. 
9 | He already pointed out to 
10 | you all his travels and some of those travels go 


ll} to the distance of 145 to 150 miles and this happens 





12 | every year with a dog team. He used to go to an 
| area about 75 miles from here and he says sometimes 
14) it is cold at night, 40 to 50 below and at night, 
15 | and sometimes they get to a place they want to 
16! set camp at night, you haveto set camp, you haveto cut 


wood, you have to make fire, you have to get 








18 water, all these things are not available here,like 
19 they are available but they are not ready for you 
20 to use when you get there. You have to do all thse 


re these things when you get there, and he says that 





22 there are no roads, too, for the next day to travel 
231) on. Not one person can travel and can have a dog 

24] team following them. So what you do is you make a 

25 | road in advance three or four miles ahead of you so 
26, that you can carry on on that road the next day. 

27) He said that he makes 

28 | camp about 75miles from here. I can't -- he told me 
25 | in Indian where is the place that he is talking about, 





30 but I cannot remember it in English, and he says there 
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2 hae Nee aaa Joe Kenny 
| he set two nets there, and he says sometimes you get 
2 there sand there is no frshA youvedn \t hcarnyncon theUntil 
2 you get fish, then you carry on. He says, and then 
4| you carry on for another 75 miles, but you look at it 
5 as a gcal to yourself, like you have to reach another 
6 | 75 miles. 
7| He says sometimes you make 
8 a road and while you are making the road you are 
9 | setting traps,because it is really cold, after five 
10] traps you start to make a fire, because it is really 
1a] cold, and he says I am not speaking just for myself, 
12 | I am not speaking about just one man's experience, 
13) because when I am talking about things like that, 
14] when I am describing all these things, these happen 
15] to all the people he sees sitting in here. This is 
16 the kind of thing they do. 
17 | And then he says making the 
18 | roads up and setting traps, this is what you do on 
1 returning homewards. You also make roads and you also 
20 | set traps, and then he says sometimes you have to 
21 be very careful too because there might be wolves 
22 | or wolverine crossing those traplines, and if any 
| the wolves and 
33 of these animals cross,/the wolverine, then they 
24 | eat all the fur that you have caught on your trap, 
25 | but sometimes if they get a lot of fur caught in their 
26 | throat then they carry off the carcass and bury it and 
27 sometimes you have to go around, you know, trying to 
29 | find the burying grounds, or where he buries all his 
id animals to, you know, retain the fur. 
30 | THE COMMISSIONER: The wolf 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Kenny 

1 may take the flesh and the fur? 

a A Well, he takes the 

3 | fur -- the body, and if he is full or there is 

4 too much hair down his throat he usually drags 

= it off for later supper, and before it happens you 

6 | gO after it and try*to- recover \itvandsit tbakesimiles 
7 and miles of trying to recover things like that. 

a He says that this -is 

9 the work that the Native people up here do and he 

10 | says that my people know how I work. I have a lot 
4 Or chridren; -nesays ,Pand’ i'd likestor this kandsof 
i | life to continue on. We like what we are doing, 
13| we enjoy what we are doing so he wants this - sort of 
a thing to continue on. 

1S) He says that sometimes you 
16 | set nets hoping that you will catch some fish for 
17] the dogs, because in order for the dogs to continue 
| you have to feed them. He says you are not carrying 
| dog feed too. Sometimes you don't catch any fish 

” and you have to return all that distance back to 

21 | Franklin whether you have any type of fur for, you 
ft know, to turn in for money, it doesn't matter, you 
23) have to come home. He says, probably you have heard 
24 | a lot of arguments during this hearing about why 

25 | this should be, and he says that you have also heard 
26 | a lot of comments from the people and he says that 
27 you have heard about seismic lines. 

28 He says that he is going 
29 | 





to talk some more about seismic lines. He says the 


seismic lines, he says animals around here, you know, 
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Joe Kenny 


after you build a seismic line, it might do a lot of 
damage, more than you think is happening. He says, 
animals eat off a lot of things and he mentioned a 
whole bunch of wood and he mentions all the wood 
except one that the animals don't eat, and he says 
you have to think about the oil spills, the animals 
wouldn't ane spoiled food for them, they wouldn't 
eat --and theres also exhaust coming out from the 
trucks and that.. And he says that we don't want any 
damage like that because it is damaging us, our lives. 
What he is trying to say is that there must be more 
damage done than, you know, what we actually think 
there is. 

He is going to talk about 
fish now. He says that there used to be a lot of 
fish here in Franklin, in the bay here and in the 
bay over there, and he says that within the last 
five years there has been a real decrease of the 
fish, and he says that there were two schooners that 


came here to Franklin, one boat was to live in and 


one boat was supplies ~- and he is referring to dynamite 


or electronic stuff -- and he says that a person who 
doesn't know anything about that wasn't able to hoard 
the ship -- that boat, and they used to do all sort 
of surveying, all the way across to the bay right 
up there and even further than that. 

He says that sometimes there 
are storms here in Franklin and the water, the waves 
come up to about seven feet high around here and he 


says that sometimes they sit in that boat for one day, 
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ee anal Joe Kenny 

1 you know, sometimes two days, just sitting in the 

Z| storm and they have all kinds of anchors from that 

3 schooner into the water. 

| He says that they never saw 

5 | any dead fish, but he says that since then -- this 

6 | happened about 4 or 5 years ago -- since then there 

a" has been a real decrease in fishing, in fish. 

: And he said that there 

| were some Government representatives who came down 
10 from Inuvik and at a Council Meeting with all these 
a councils present he told those Inuvik Government 
12 representatives that if there is no fish this year, 
13] he says, that if there is no fish this year in the 
14) lake, that is the cause of it -- I guess he pointed 
15 | out to them the schonners and all the surveying 

16 | crews. 
17| And he says that at the 
18 | time that this happened, all the four councillors, 
19 | some of them were in Edmonton and Ottawa and he 
a mentioned all these councillors plus one more, but 
; while they -were gone the schooner came and did 
22 their surveying for a month and a half and he told 
2 them, the crew there, that how would you like it 
24 | if we went and spent a month and a half, you know, 
aA in your backyard, wouldn't you have something to 
| say to us? And he says, we don't have any gold or 
27 | oil a thousand feet in the lake here. We do not 
28 have anything valuable for you here. If you want to 








do your stuff like that why don't you go .. somewhere 


else? And he says that if you want to do surveying like 
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1 that you should ask the chiefs and the councils before 
2] you come here, and his answer is like they started 
3 laughing. 
4 He says that there are 
5 still a lot of people who'd like to say some things 
S| and this is all the information he has to give to 
7| you. 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
9 thank you very much. 
10 
7 
pig, DORA GULLY, Sworn 
| (Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 
13 | 
14 A She is going to talk 
15! about the dams. She says a lot of witnesses came up, 
16_ but they never really got it, so she is going to 
B) talk about building the dam now. 
18 This is our land and the 
ahs) | Bear is our road. She says that we are not the 
29 ! only people who worked on or who travelled on this 
2 land and the river. She says that all our ancestors 
fA M4 too have travelled on this land and on that river. 
23 | She says that we use the Bear River as a means of 
+4 transportation and Fort Norman and other communities 
25 | use that as a means of transportation too and she 
26 | says we don't want anything to happen to it, we don't 
27 want any damage to happen to Bear River. 
28 | She says that when you only 
| hear people mentioning, government people mentioning 





that they are going to build a dam there, but they 
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Dora Gully 


never mention the damages that is going to happen, 
and she says that when the dam .is built the water 
will rise and think of all the damage it is going 
to do to us here, to the land and to the animals. 

She says when the water 
rises there will be a lot of damage done to the 
animals and fish. The animals and fish we use as 
our food, our source of life. She says, 
with the damages that happen what is going to happen 
to our children, what are we going to feed our 
children with? She says that we are not talking for 
our generation, we are talking about the future, 
future children, aad she says we don't want any 
damages to happen to our land. 

She says I think personally 
that when the dam is built the flow of the river will 
increase -- not increase -- like how strong the 
pressure is, it will increase the pressure and it 
will practically eat away on the river banks, and 
think of all the damage that will happen then. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The 
velocity of the current. 

A Well, it is going 
to,be. ia ,strong .current. 

She says that when we talk 
about our land we know what we are talking about. 

We know what is on our land and we know what is going 
to happen if things happen, you know, if major 


developments, and she says that we know what we are 


talking about. We are not talking about things that we 
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that they put away for later use, she doesn't have 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Dora Gully 

J are not familiar with. 

2 She says that when we 

3 are talking about this we are talking about the 

4 future and we hold in our hearts and we are sympathetic 

5 and we hope that people like you who are listening 

6 | to us will be -- she hopes that the stories that they 

| are telling you that you will take -- you will be 

8 | more sympathetic towards them. 

Le) She says that she thinks 

‘| a lot about this land, she thinks a lot about the 

11} people on it and she thinks a lot about her relatives 

12 on this land and she says that she has an area in, 

13 | I think News of the North and the Native Press, a little | 
14 area where she writes comments. 
LS THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I | 
16 have read what you have written, Mrs. Gully. | 
17 | A She says that she writes | 
18 down in that section how she feels about things. She 

19 says maybe my people here don't know how I feel but a 

20 lot of other people up in the North know how I feel. 

21 She says that when we talk about our land we are 

Ze really, when we talk about how important our land is 

23 to us, we are really telling you the truth, she says. 

a4 I have worked for ten years, she says, but today I 

| don't have a cent in front of me. Some of the money 


27 | any of that. 





28 She says that even though 
ZY you work here you can't save any money because each 


30 year the food prices increase and you make money but you 
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ee ee ee Dora Gully 

| spend it, she says. I am really careful about how 

| I spend my money, but even then I don't have any 

3 money ahead of me, and she Says that there are a lot 

4 of young people here who work too, but they share 

5 the same problem as hers So, we have only one 

6 | direction and that is our land. She says that all 

7 of us here have been raised in tents and worked on 

8 our land. She says I have worked for ten years but 

9 I still like working in the bush. I still like the 

10 bush life. 

11 | She says that not very 

12 | long ago education was introduced and after that we 

13 | started having houses, but before then we never had 

14 any houses, we always used to live in tents and so -- 

16) imatentsxinitheobushpuand iso, sheksays thato== so when | 
a we talk about our land, you know, we know what we | 
17 | are talking about. : 
13 | She says a lot of people | 
19} here have already described to you how hard our lives 
20 | could be, how much work it involves, but that is how 

| we were raised and that is how we like it to be. 

22 She says that I am not talking 
23] just for the old people here, she says, I am talking 

2 more for the younger people for later on. Wewant 

25 our children to be the same way that we were. We want 

26 | our children to have some future, but this is all that 
271 she is going to say on this topic. Now she has | 
28 | something else to say. 

29 | She says that we only talk 

30! about the past, you know -- we are talking about the trut 

| 
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Dora Gully 


and about how life is, and she says that for awhile 
now, a long time he the white man sort of has the 
control on our lives. They decide for us what our 
lives should be like, and she says sometimes we 
have somebody campaigning and coming into Franklin 
and says, "Well, you vote for me and I will doa 

lot of good for you." So we vote for them and 

they never show up any more until the next time. 

She says that even though 
because we vote for them sometimes we make special 
requests of them, but they always have excuses. 

They always have reasons for why they can't do that 

for us, and it has been a long time now and that 

excuse still remains and she says that I am suspiscious 
that there is some foul play, like in her own mind, 

she is suspicious of these . people. 

She says that we know from 
experience and from the past that the white man has 
always said these things to us and she says that 
how do we know that they are going to tell the truth. 
How do we know that what they say is good for us is 
really good for us? How can we trust them? 

She says that with this 
in mind, what I said in the past, with this in mind, 
she says, we have our doubts about the pipeline and 
the land and what is to happen to us, but she says 
that we have also asked for a land settlement before 
any major development and that still stands. 

So, tt..ic withethiss.in 


mind, so with this in mind she says -- so with this in 
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Paul Kodakin 
| 


1 mind, all the things that she said in the past, just 


fh 


What) She says to!you. So with this in mind, she 


3 is going to close up her statement, or her points 
4 because the meeting might end soon. 
5 She says that there are 


G6] Opher people to talk, 




















7 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank | 
8} you very much. 
“4 PAUL KODAKIN, sworn 
ay MISS TATTI: He is just 
a going to read what he has to say and I will probably 
| translate for him. 
ee A Yes, I'm still young, | 
14] 
a but these old people that are talking about trapping | 
| and hunting and how they like the bush. So I would like : 
| to talk about what my dad taught me when I was | 
7 | 
ie out in the bush with him. The place he taught me | 
is was at the Johnny Hoe River. Since I was small I 
sal always been in the bush with him. He taught me how to 
20| use traps and use the equipment that we used in the busbh.}. 
‘ 
af When we shoot any caribou or moose we bring the meat 
i back to the camp. My mother makes dry meat out of 
. 
| it so we have all the food we want even in wintertime. 
A 
“| We set fish nets no matter how cold it is, maybe 
a 50 or 60 below, but that is what we have got to do when 
2K | 
| we want to eat good and besides, we don't spend any 
| money in the bush, but we eat as much as we want. 
ie That is why we want our land. I am an Indian 
| just like my dad so I want this land and I don't want 
— the pipeline, I don't want the dam in the Bear River, 
\ 
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ana: thac, 1s,all -lican say. 


THE INTERPRETER: He just 


wants to point out one thing. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Just 
go ahead, please do. 
| (WITNESS GOES TO MAP) 
| A All around here. 


(POINTS OUT LOCATION TO COMMISSIONER) 
(INAUDIBLE TO REPORTER) 
| THE COMMISSIONER: How 
old are you, Paul? 
ee A Pwr be cur nang 


15 now, 15 -=- in August. 





THE COMMISSIONER: I see. 





For the record, Paul said that he trapped with his 


father along the Bear River, along the west side of 


| Keith) Arm) and, the south side of Keith Arm and on’ the 


-- at the head of McVicar Island as well, and he 





said that the best trapping was on the south side of 


Keith Arm. 





I wonder if we could 
have that statement you wrote out, Paul. Would you 
mind if we kept that? 


A Sure, 1 don't mind. 





' THE COMMISSIONER: And ¢hat 


will be marked as an exhibit, Miss Hutchinson. 


(SUBMISSION OF PAUL KODAKIN MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-18) 








| THE » INTERPRETER: The 


Chief just pointed out to me that each year he makes 


: 
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a} his children go to school for one year and then one 
2 year they teach them in the bush, and that is sort 


3 of the way that they do things. He said that he had 





4 three sons and all of them are treated the same 

>| way. He said that Paul made a special request that 

6 | he would like to have a copy of what he wrote 

7 | down. 

8 THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 


2 we will send that to you, Paul. And I should say for 
10 the record that I am turning these two maps that are 


yi on the wall over to the custody of Glen Bell and 





i Phoebe Nahanni and the Brotherhood because they wish 
i3 to revise them, and when they are revised they will 
14|| be presented at Yellowknife. 

5 About the letters that went 


| 
16 | back and forth about the land use application by 

















ly Masette Petroleum, and I asked him if we could keep 
18 | those letters and the map. We will take them back 
191 to Yellowknife and then send them back to you in 
20 about a week. Mr. Tezko said that he thought that 
21]| would be all right, so we will do that, Chief.,.i£ 
22 thatis ali. right..with,youwand the Couneal. 
nn | Miss Hutchinson, the land 
ie use application by Masette Petroleums will be marked. 
ae 
(APPLICATION BY MASETTE PETROLEUMS MARKED EXHIBIT C-19) 
26 | 
27 | ALFRED TANOTON, sworn 
(Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 


A He said that it is nice 


that the people all here participated in confessing to 








you about the use of the land. 


Se eee 
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The people love their land 
with their mind, their soul, with their hearts, they 
love their land, and he says when they speak about 
the land, how they used to live, they are really Epa 
the truth. He says that a lot of those seismic 
lines are placed where they use that line a lot for 


trapping and hunting. He says that at one time he 


| 
| 
went spring hunting and he saw a_ beaver on the road 
on one of those seismic lines, and he says that that 
beaver was so sick, and it was so thin, it was 


practically just walking in circles, and he says to 
himself, if I kill that animal, would I get sick with 
| 


it? He says we don't want that kind of damages to 


happen up here. He says that they have these seismic | 
lines all over the place, on the land, and sometimes | 
even on the water, on little creeks. He says that | 
he later went back to look at these seismic lines and 
there were a lot of spilled oil on the lake and on 

the land too. 

He says that it is not very 
pleasant for the animals those kind of conditions. The | 
beaver, the ducks, the ravens and all the birds he | 
mentions, it is not very pleasant for those animals. : 

He said last summer he 
says there were a lot of ducks here, a lot of birds 
around here. He says, but after he went back to 
visit the seismic lines, after he ‘saw all those lines, 
the oil spills, there are not half as many ducks here 
any more. 


| 
He says that a point, from | 
| 


a mga, cattle ala " 
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Franklin there is a point right over there, you can 


see it distinctly on the map, he says, we use that 





Land Fa loceel Or trapping and hunting he says,and the | 
| 

a companies wrote to us and told us that, well, you 
5 can use that winter road later on. And he says | 


6. but that was a lie. They really lied to us when they 





7 told us that. 





2 He says that we know the : 
| land very well. We know where there is creeks, we | 
aa | know where there is fish lakes. We know where the | 
11| amall lakes are. | 
12 He says that that is all | 
13 that he has to say on that certain thing he talked 

14) about. He says a lot of people here have mentioned 

15 | it, so now he is going to change to a different 
16:| COPLC. 
17 | He says we are talking about 
18 land settlements, he says, and not very many people 
19 | talked about what they are asking for when they 
20 | are talking about land settlements. He says what | 
: we are asking for is 450,000 square miles. | 
22 | He says when we: are asking for that 
23 | 450,000 square miles we really want what we are asking | 
24 | for. We want that area of land. | 
25 | He says some people might | 
26 | question why they are asking for that big a land. We 

27 are talking for the future. There is going to be a 

28) lot of young children born for, you know, later on, | 
29 | like, and we want these young children to have «enough 
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he says that they really want the land settlement. 
We need it for the future, and he says that with 
-- they would be very happy if the land settlement 
is settled before any major development. 

He says that from the 
beginning, since the white man came they have been 
lying to us about things, and he says that they have 
discovered a lot of minerals, oils and other valuable 
stuff, and he says, we haven't received one cent from 
those guys. 

And he says that this 


land is practically our last resort -- our last means 


of survival,and he says that we feel that since all this 


time, all the minerals that the Government has received, 


we haven't received one cent from them and that we 


hope that wth the land settlement when the pipeline -- 


if the pipeline goes through, that there will be some 
royalties going to them. 

He says that if the.dam and 
the pipeline is built there is going to be a lot of 
white people up here. That when the white people 
come up here because of major developments, he says, 
we Indian people will have no control of -- about 
what we own. He says we may, he says, us, the chosen 
people, the councillors and chiefs, he says, we may 
when the white people come, we may not even be able 
to vote for ourselves any more. Like, the voting 
will all be done by the ‘white people because they 
are the majority -- you know, saying the majority 


rules, and that would be the white peopte. 
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| He said although we were 





| the first people here, we have been living here 
3 years before the whiteman came, but and although 


4 we own the land, after this happens we probably 





5 wouldn't be able to set net where we want to anymore, 





6 | and he says when we are asking for this 450,000 
square miles, we'd like to have full control, we'd 
8} like to have the trapping and hunting, he says; and 
9) if this happens, if the major development comes 


i9 | through before the land settlements, we probably 

















11 wouldn't be able to trap wherever we want and 
12) hunt wherever we want. This is all he had in 
13 | mind and there are a lot of other people that is 
14 | going to talk and that is all he is going to say. 
15 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
16 you. 
1? : TONY TATTI, sworn 
Jal (Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 
v6 | A Tony is thirteen 
a years.old,...His, father, is.Francis, Tatti. 
| He says that he is just 
ie going to point out to you where he likes trapping and 
25 | hunting with his father. 
Ei THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, 
24 | 
i Tony. 
< (WITNESS LEAVES WITNESS STAND AND POINTS TO THE MAP 
e | FOR THE COMMISSIONER) 
sal (INAUDIBLE TO REPORTER) 
; de says he is going to tell 


you about what his father taught him. He says first 





30 | 
| you take dry brushes and this is how you light a 
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TOnVe ta ctl 
Joe Néedzo 
1 fire, with dry brushes. 
2 When you are out in the bush 


3 you have to get dry brushes to start the fire first, 
4 and then you work on the ground, you take away the 

3 snow, you put up the tent, then you place the 

6 stove inside it, then you start gathering dry wood 

7 for the fire and then if it gets really cold you have 
8 | to take some snow and put it around the tent. 


9 He says, the next morning 


10 when you get up you have to get some dry brushes 


to make some more fire and you have to get wood for 


h- 


12 the fire, and then he says then you start getting snow 


Bo sO you can make some tea in the morning and then you 





14 start cooking for yourself. 








2 He says that he likes going 
16 | into the bush and he likes setting traps and finding 
17 | fur and when you go out you look at it again. 

(i218 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 

19 thank you very much, Tony. .I think.I.should say 

20 for the record that when Tony came to the map he 





21 showed me the area where he trapped with his father. 








22 | He pointed to the tributaries of the Bear River on 
23 the south side of the Bear River. I think appearing 
24|| on those traditional traplines that are already 

| 
25} marked on the map. 

| 
26 | Okay, thank you, Tony. 
ae 

| JOE NAEDZO, sworn 
28 | (Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 
29 | A He says that it is 

| 


nice of you come to Fort Franklin to listen to us. 





| 
| 
. 
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i Were ina adltrrcure 
: Situation, he says, right now, and it is nice to 
3 know that somebody else will hear our stories and 
4 he also says that we have lived the way our ancestors 
> lived, and we hope that our children will live the 
° way that we live today. 
7 In all of Fort Franklin's 
8 existence we have never had such an honor, to have 
9 such an important man like you to visit us, and 
oo it is really nice because we can express how we 
os feel about our land and want for our future. 
7 He says that all the people 
Bi | here have expressed how important the land is to 
14 | them, and that is really the truth, and he says that 
15 he also says that the seismic lines have caused a 
Le | lot of damage and that damage too, he says, I know 
17 Li opiowt lL UG 
18 He says that’nm the old 
19 days our ancestors had a very good life, he says. 
20 There were a lot of animals. There life was very 
oh profitable and he says that he is using the silver 
package as a way of explaining things. He says that 
“| at one point this land, indicating 
e4 i it had black specks all over it, that is meaning the 
29 animals, there are that much animals and he 
“ says that now half of it is gone on the package, 
fi half of it is gone and that is since the white 
= man came. 
= He says that our land is 
30 


like our last resort. He says that we have no money 
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we 


ahead of us, so our land is practically the last 


Nh 


thing we have left, and he says without the land we 

3 will not survive. He says that we don't have 

4 any money mead of us, and he says that we can't 

5 charter planes if we are short of food, we can't 

6 charter planes to get the food that we want. We don't 
7 have that kind of money. Our land is practically 

8 the last thing we have. 

9 He also «© mentioned earlier 
10 about the seismic lines, he says that Alfred mentioned 


vB: that there was a beaver there and he had to kill 





12 the beaver and that there were oil spills all over on 
13 the creeks and on the land, and he says that not 
14 Only the beaver and the ravens, the seagulls are 
US harmed by it. All animals are harmed by it. He 
16 says that all those people who have worked on the 
17 seismic lines, they have all gone back south now, 
18 and they have probably made a lot of money on it, 
19 but think of us rxt year when we travel out to make 
20 our living off that land, fewer trapping next year, 
Dy think of the little money they will make because 
20 of the damage done there. 
23 He says that because of the 
damage on the land, there is a lot of shortage of 
animals and right now fishing is practically the last 
thing they can survive on, you know like, for food- 
wise. 

He says that referring back 
to this map over there, he says that this is all the 


places that he travelled and there were some unpleasant 
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be 


times. He says that sometimes he was very cold, 


iL) 


there was no food, and he says that sometimes he had 


3 to spend nights without food or else he just kept 


> 


walking hoping that he would find something. He says 


5 that not only him has gone through that experience. 


6 A lot of people here have gone through tt. 
7 I have already mentioned 
@| that there is a lot of animal »-<scarcitysof 


9 animals, and fishing is practically the last thing, 
10 and when you build a dam there, you know, you are 
11, not thinking about -- if you are trying to build a 
5 Be, dam you are not thinking about what will happen to 
13) thesafish, iandthessays ‘all sof the’ damage is done to the 
14 fish there, and he says that you are practically closing 
15 || the restaurants to’ us with the building of the dan, 
16 || you know, restaurants, eating areas, like the fish 
17 is what they live on right now, and if you build a 
ig} dams that is: practically closing the restaurant 
19 || Places. And he says that fish cannot survive, you 
290 | Know, with that kind of situation that will happen 
91, if the dam would be built. 
a9 He says that when you 
23|| build that pipeline too, there might be oilspills, 
24|| and sometimes in an oil spill you never know where 
25 || the damage could be done on the pipeline. Suppose 
26 | there was a damage and you didn't know about }jt and 
27 || Suppose like it was on a river, suppose it was on 
2g || a lake where we fish, he says the fish will die and 
29 think of all the damage that will happen to the 


30 land, the land on which the animals feed, and he says 


pe a 


sa EC 
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29 


30 


it is just like killing animals deliberately and 
he says that our children sometimes are not very 
aware of the dangers:that are involved, that some- 
times they might eat animals that they see lying 
there and he says, we don't want this to happen 
to our land. We want our children to survive, so we 
want land settlement before any major development. 

He says that the white man 
thinks of money as a way of survival, and he says 
that that is the whiteman's way, but he says that 
we don't think in those terms. We think of our 
children's future, he says that ‘we want 450,000 
square miles because it is important to them, it is 
important for their children. He says that the 
children have no future without this land. Except 
for our land the children have no future, and he 
says that the land can feed them, and he sgys 
that when we are asking for 450,000 square miles 
that is really what we want and we want it to happen 
before the pipeline or anything else. 

He says that in visiting 
all the communities you probably hear that a lot 
of the communities want the land, they want the 
450,000 square miles, and he says that Fort Franklin 
feels the same way too, but even more so because he 
says in the Mackenzie Valley you can gow some potatoes, 
you can grow some things, he says but in Fort Franklin 
you can't grow nothing, you cannot grow any vegetables, 
and fishing is practically the last thing that 


Fort Franklin exists on, so when we are asking for 
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doi 


eee Cafe PRSESk in 
= 450,000 square miles we are very serious about 
2 demanding that. 
3 He says that that is all 
4 he has to say, but he says that you are probably 
Pe) not in the position to decide what is to be done up 
6 here, but it is nice of you to come to hear us express 
7 || ourselves and our way of life and we are pleased to 
8 express them to you. 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
10 you, Mr. Noedzo. 
ll CHIEF GEORGE KODAKIN: (Resumed) 
45 (Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 
A He says thatjon my 
13 
ry last visit to Ottawa I went to visit you. He says 
; I told you about my people here. Ij;cold you about 
. their way of life, and he says that he also said to | 
; you then that you should come down and hear them | 
a yourself, and now that that has come true he is 
‘a very peased that you are here. 
ts He says that every human being 
ii on this land wants to survive and you have heard 
mn the expressions, you have heard the people express 
‘a themselves, and you have heard them tell you about 
A how they want to survive. 
e He says that al the people 
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| who come up here to talk to you, he says, that it is 
sort of in a way expressing that they would like 
to survive. He says that when they talk. 

And he says there was a 


report made by a woman and he says that woman didn't 





even have a meeting with us, and she practically didn't 
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Chief Kodakin 


1] see anybody. 

y) THE COMMISSIONER: Is that 
a Gemini North? 

4 A Yes, I think so, and 
5 she says that that woman has not even gone as far 


6 as Little Lake with anybody, and he is saying who is 


the boss for this woman and is there any represenative 
8 from that company in this meding here. 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
10 || Gemini North was a consultant employed by Arctic 
11] Gas. Is Mr. Carter or Mr. Workman here still? 
12 MR. ELWOOD: I think:that 
is they have gone back to Norman Wells. 
14 A He says that when you 
15 are a boss,like when you are a leader, or when you are 
16 || a boss for somebody, you usually give directions to 
197 that person. He says that that woman must have had 
18 ere directions from her boss, and he says that 
19 || usually when anything like that happens, I, as the 
20|| chief, tell my people what is to be done, as their 
21|| boss, there is a sort of a comparison made there, 
22|| and he says that she didn't even see anybody from 

23]| the community. He says that when she came up here 

24|| did she swear on the Bible to tell the truth and nothing 
25] but the truth? Why did she come here to make reports 
26] like that which are false? 

27 He says that it is always 
28|| the same, that when money is involved, people usually 
29 || lie about things, and he says that kind of report is 


30 | a:proof of that statement. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Chief Kodakin 


He says all the money she 
probably made in writing that false report, she is 
probably enjoying her money's worth in Ottawa today. 

He says that he hopes that 
when you meet her sometime again, that the comparisons 


between the report and what the people said at 


Franklin about themselves, that you will give her 
tial, InLormaclon. 

He said that is all he thought 
about that -- that is all he has to say about that 


report, but he also has something else to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
before you go on, Chief, could I say something about 


the Gemini North Report. 


The people who prepared 
the report will be giving evidence at Yellowknife 
before me in the fall, and Mr. Bell, the lawyer for 
the Indian Brotherhood will have -an opportunity of 
cross-examining, that is, questioning those people 
at that time, and the Brotherhood will also . have~-, 
the opportunity of calling any evidence it wishes 


to,to contradict what those people said in their 


So that you may rest 
aasured that I will bear in mind what the people here 
in Fort Franklin have told me yesterday and today 
and I will bear in mind whatever comes out when 
those people give evidence before me in the fall, 


an@ are cross-examined by the counsel for the Indian 
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1 Brotherhood, so when I make up my mind about this. 
2 A He says that it is nice 
3 to hear what you have said to him about cross-examina- 
4 tion and the report coming out in the fall from 
- Yellowknife. He says that my people have really 
expressed what they really thought to you, and he 
says that a white man, he says that a lot of 
whitemen came up here and made a lot of money on 
our land through minerals and through oils and 
valuable stuff, and he says that but until today 
we have never discussed the money involved in that. 
He says all the reports that we hear is that the 
Government is claiming all of that money made by 
the minerals, and he says that until today we have 
not really discussed the money involved. 

He says now that the 
Government has introduced government activities 
throughout the North, and he says that the man who 
is supposed to be the government must be an intelligent 
person, and he says that he probably thinks that 
we have never spoken about the money that has 
been taken out of our land. 

He says that when the 
Government gave them schools, the Government also 
gave them treaty money, the Government has also 
given them allowances -- children -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
family allowances. 

A Family allowances and 


old age pension and houses. He says that these 
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houses are not made out of logs, and we know that this 
is a very cold area. These houses are made out of 
paper. He probably knows that we can't read nor 
write, and he probably thinks that he is doing a great 
favour to us giving us all of these Government 
activities, but the money that he takes out is not 
replacable, it cannot make up for the little things 
that he is giving us. 


He says that the Government 


aiso makes laws for us, and he says, and this is our 


land and the Government has full control of our land, 
and he says that we weren't with him when he made . 
these laws for us, and he says that although the 
Government made that many laws, he says that the 
Government is the only one that breaks these laws. 

He says that in 1921 the 
Government made a law. The Government broke that 
law. He says that we have not broken our laws; 
The Government did not know that within that many 
years they would be discussing the land again, they 
would be discussing the pipeline, they would 
be bothering us for our land. 

The Government decided that 
-- it seems to him the Government has decided that 
the pipeline will go through and he says that although 
we haven't studied the pipeline in minute details, 
we already know the damage that can be done by the 
pipeline: the oil spills, the animals, the land, 
the water, and hé goes on to mention all of the 


damages that will be done. 
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Chief Kodakin 


He says that when you are 
making a pipeline, it involves a lot of poisonous 
stuff. That poisonous stuff is not good for animals, 
animals on which they feed off. In that way he 
is saying that the poisons involved with the building 
of the pipeline is harmful to the people too. 

He says that if the 
pipeline is built and there is--and there is an oil 
spill, the animals usually eat off the land, he 
says, and they would probably eat off the land 
even though there is an oil spill. If there is oil 
spills and there are a lot of animals that are 
poisoned, are they going to have those animals 
removed and have a blood transfusion, and then have 
those animals put back on the land for the Native 
people to use? Is that what they are going to do? 

He says that we don't want 
the pipeline here. We know the damages that the 
pipeline will have on the land and the people. He 
says that we are very poor people. He says that the 


dam also, they are not just going to put rocks across 


it and build a dam, it also involves a lot of machinery 


and this machinery might not be just manpower, it 
will involve a lot of oil and other stuff and there 
again there is going to be a lot of damage done. 


But when you are talking 


about putting the pipeline through the ‘Bear River, 


he says, think of what is going to happen to the fish. 
Suppose there is an oil spill right in the river 


there. What is going to happen to the fish? 
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Chief Kodakin 


Are the gas companies going to take the fish and 
make them well again? Are they going to go around 
in the water and collect the damaged fish and replace 
them? 

He says that we know the 
damages involved in the building of the dam and 
he says that he has expressed at many occasions what 
the damages that will happen when they build the 
dam and he says that the whole lake is like a deep 
freeze for Fort Franklin. Our ancestors have used 
it as a deep freeze and we willtwe it as a deep 
freeze for the future children. 


He says that when a 


visitor comes to you you don't just hand over your deep 


freeze to them, what will be left for you? You 
have nothing else to feed your children off so you 
just cannot hand over your deep freeze to them. 

He says that they don't 
want the dam built. They know what it involves when 
the dam is built, and he says that with this in 
mind they decided that there shouldn't be any dam 
up here. 

When we say that the land 
isppLachically ~ourslast.resont p~uthateeit is our 
last means of suvival, we are speaking the truth. 
It means that it holds that much importance to us, 
he says, you have heard a lot of people come here 
and tell you, express to you what they feel about 
the land. He says that there are a_ lot of people 


here who have told you that, and he says that they 
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! would be very happy if there was a land settlement 

« before any major development. 

3 He says that his people 

4 have expressed to him how they feel and he says 

5 that he hasn't come to talk with you -- he says that 


6] he decided it was best that he came to talk to you, 
d and he says that he doesn't really know whether you 
8 can be able to leave tomorrow, that it is up in the 
9 air right now, because he doesn't know how many 

10 other witnesses would like to come up, but he says 
11] that that is all that he has to say because there 
12 might be other witnesses. 
13 He says that he has 
14 told you on occasions to come and visit Franklin 
15 and you have made your visits twice and he says 
16 that he is very thankful that you came and that 
that is all he is going to say now because there are 


a lot of people who want to talk too. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe 
we should take a five minute break and just stretch 
our legs a little bit and see how many more want 


to speak, and we will just take a little break now. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: We will 
call our meeting to order again, ladies and gentlmen 


and carry on. We will just stay and hear the rest 
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of the people that have something to say about the 


pipeline. So we will just carry on then. 


LOUIS MODESTE, recalled 
(Iriterpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 


A He says that people 
| here have talked about the past and how fruitful life 

on the land was to them in the past, and then he 
says since the whiteman came we have become the poor 
peope. 

We plan things, we usualy 
plan things for ourselves way ahead of time. 

He says that the whiteman 
too also prepares himself, or prepares things for the 
future and usually writes things down, and he says 


that an Indian person is not like that. He usually 


thinks for the future. 

He says that the 
white people have decided about the pipeline, the 
Native people talk about our land, because we eat 
ort. our Vand. 

He says that if the pipelme 
does go through, in the next twenty to thirty years 
will there be enough animals for us to feed off? 

That when we talk about the future this is the expressions 
that we have given to you about the pipeline, our 
thinking about the future. 

He says that when the pipeline 
does go through there probably wouldn't be just one 
pipeline. When other oil companies find other oil or 


gas they probably will have lines coming to the major 
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pipeline, all through the Northwest Territories. 

2 He says that there will 

3 probably be highways: built along all the different 

4 routes and coming to the major pipeline. There will 
2 probably be highways, you know, all the highways to 

6 the major pipeline. 

4 He says if these highways 
8 are built beside the pipeline would there be enough 
2 fur and animals as there is today? 

This is,if there is no 
other means of survival for the indian people after 
the pipeline goes through, would there be enough jobs 
for all of the Native people? 

He says that even today 
there is a lot of grade 12 students doing nothing 


-- that even when there is no white, there is not 


very much whitemen‘ here. 

That is why we Native people 
have to think for our future. He says maybe in the 
future thew will not be, there will be no selling 
of furs. He says that if there is a lot of white 
population, if there are a lot of white people come 
up North, would they feel pity toward the Indian 
people? 

He says we Native people 
t hink of our other fellow people. Wher we go around 
town here somebody feeds you without paying a cent, 
somebody else feeds you, there is a sharing 


amongst the community. 


He says if the white populatio 
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1 comes up North, and there is a hungry Native person 

2 walking around would that white person welcome the 

3 Native person in to feed him well? 

4 We don't want this to happen 
5 to us, that is why we are fighting for what we rightly 


6 think is ours. 





7 || He says that our ancestors 

8 have led a very simple life, and he says now that 

9 since the white people came up north they are like 
10 the mosquitoes outside. He says that when a mosquito 
ii bites you you can uaually slap it away, this is 
12 how we treat you, but you are still bothering us. 
i3 Even though he slapped you away and tried to -protect 
14 ourselves, you probably wouldn't have any sympathy 
15 towards us. 
16 | He says that we.are thinking 


17 of the future for our children and when we are 

18 expressing ourselves as we did today and yesterday 
1.9 we are always thinking, you know, have this in 

20 mind about -- we have the children in mind. 

24 But our children do 

22 not have very much money, and they probably wouldn't 
2.3 have any money, but he says, even today, if you 
24 go down south amongst the white people, you have 
25 to pay to go to the bathroom, and if we don't have 
26 any money think of what would happen then. 

24 And he says although you 
28 people, you white people are like that, it still 


es, bothers us up North here. 





30 You white people, when 
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Louis Modeste 


you come up North, you are anxious to do anything 
you want. You probably travel all over this land. 
We let you travel all over this land, and sometimes 
you relieve yourselves all over this land, but you 
dons, pay yfor it. 

He says now that -- now, 
Suppose an Indian person went out to the city, suppose. 


they chopped down a tree in the park, they'd probably 


get fined or jailed for it. He says that there is that 


Many policemen are around to help you too, so you 
white people have your lives pretty well under control. 

He says that we Indian 
people have policemen for ourselves too, but when 
you come up north not one of you end up in jail for 
all the bothering that you do to:zthe Native people. 
You, the white people have been allowed to come up 
North and you have been allowed to do whatever you 
want, -- if you don't bother us about the pipeline 
or any major development, that is how the relationship 
will continue. 

Our ancestors, because they 
ate, because of the abundance of animals, they probably 
really fed themselves well and were probably fat. 

He says that since the 
white man came they whave been bothering us so much 
that we have all lost weight. He says that when 
we ask for 450,000 square miles, he says, we really 
would like it very much if you give us... what we 
ask for. 


He says that with that in mind 
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Louis Modeste 
Christine Tatti 
we are making all of our statements and comments 
today. 

He says that a lot of 
other people want to speak so that is all that he 
wants to Say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much. 


CHRISTINE TATTI, sworn. 
(Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 


A She says that there has 
been a lot of people come up here to talk, but there 
weren't very many women that came up, so she came to 
express her comments about how she feels about what 
she has been taught. 

She says that she was practi- 


cally raised by men only. My mother was gone to the 


grandfather and my father raised me. 

Because she was raised by 
men she was taught how to set nets and sometimes 
my grandfather and my dad would cut wood and she 
had to carry the logs through into town and when 
my father set fish hooks he taught her how to do all 
these things with a dog team. 

And she says that because 
they are men they travel in the bush, they go hunting 
and they go trapping and they can't always take her 
along because of the cold weather and sometimes she 
has to live -with the people in Franklin or her 


| 

| 

| 
hospital and my grandmother died right away so my 
relatives in Fort Norman. 
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i And she says living among 

2 these people, the different people she has to live 

3 with, these people were very nice to her. They taught 
4) her how to, when the husband came back with meat or 

5 with fish, they taught her how to make dry meat, 

6 dry fish. They also taught her:some of the women's 

i work, which is tanning those hides and sewing. 


8 And she . says when her mother 





9 came back from the hospital, her mother made her 

10 practice what she had been taught, which means making 
3. dry meat, dry fish, tanning hides, sewing, putting 

12 fish hooks in the lake. 

13 She says even myself, I 

14} te11 you how much I know about doing things, she 


15 says. There is a lot of young people here and they 





16 also shared my same experience, they also can share 


17 the ideas that I have brought across to you. 


9 have been serving coffee here. Serving coffee to the 

20 people here. Maybe one of these days you might 

21 be put in an isolated place, and then maybe the 

22 girls who serve coffee may be able to teach you how 

2B to survive in the bush, how to set nets, how to do 

24 all the things that you need to do to survive. 

25 She says that your interpreter 
26 here has been to schools and must be very well 

41 educated, but even her, this year when we had two 

28 caribou hides, I had to teach her how to fix caribou hide 


29 and it was her first experiencefand at times she was 


30 very frustrated and got really mad. 


| 
18 There are many girls who 
| 
| 
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Joe Bistatpe 


She says that you are a human 
being and I am a human being and I have some sympathy 
towards those people. who a ees me. She says I 
question whether you are the same. You are a human 
being like me. She says when a person clings to me 
I cannot leave the work behind. She wonders whether 
you are that type of person too. That is all she 
has to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much. 


Cecile Cho(?),Louis Taneton, Cecile Modeste, Joe Bistat 


JOE BISTATPE, sworn. 

THE ' INTERPRETER: He is 
going to say things and then he is going to translate 
it himself. 

A Due to all the dancing 
we had the last few days, I have got a very sore 
throat, but I will do the best that I can. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am 
here to give my comments at this hearing about all 
the things that my people have talked about the 
past few days. 

My name is Joe Bistatpe, 
born in Fort Franklin, and I was born in Fort Franklin 


on the 2lst day of November 1946. I was just a child 


THE INTERPRETER: John A. Mayelle {?) 
Victor Dolphus , Joe Kenny Naedzo, John Tekzo, 


when my mother passed way. My dad raised me, my brother 


and sisters. 
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1 I remember times when dad 
- had to try very hard to feed us. And not, once in all 
3} the time that I stayed with him until I got married 
4/ that. I heard him say that he was tired or labouring 
3 so hard for us to be able to survive. It is because 
6| he was raised up that way and has no choice but to 
7| live the life that his father taught him. I 
8 | will translate. 
9 In all the years that I 
10 stayed with him there are thousands and thousands 
ll/| of things that he taught and told me. He taught 
12] and told me these things because he knew that 
13 some day if I am to be a man to live a life of my 
14 own, I have to know these things to pass on to my 
15 children as I am doing this day. 
16 So he tried hard to raise 
17 | us in the best way he thought. Sometimes when we were 
18} all home he would preach to us about the way of 
19} life. 
20 If you are a kind and honest 
21 man, true, you don't have a thing to your name, you 
22] will never be poor, never hunger and never wish for 
23] a roof to sleep under, and he was right. 
24] To this day I have followed the things that: he taught 
25 | me and told me. 
26 Though I am still yung 
27 sometimes I teach younger students the techniques that 
28] he taught me. Today I have a steady job to be able 
29!| to feed my family, because I can live off the land 
30 


as good as any of the older people could. 
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Joe Bistatpe 


1 Sometimes I will go trapping 
y and hunting on my own, and though there may be times 


3 for hardship, I enjoy the life that I am living in 


4 the bush. When we the people of this community and 
5 people of other communities say we don't want major 


6 || development done on our land, it is because,it is 


7 because we love our land and respect our land 

8 and want things the way they were in the past and 

9 don't want anything to change them at the «present 
10 time. 
LE Animals of all types live 


12 off the land, they need food that grows on this land 
Ls to be able to survive. Oil companies have come into 
14 our land and start making seismic roads all over this 
LS Territory, and the séismic road that they build 


16 destroys everything in its path. How do they -know 


L/ that they are not destroying any wildlife? 

18 All the oil they spilled 
£9 on the ground destroyed it. 

20 And could oil companies grow back all sorts of 

21 vegetation to feed all the animals? Sometimes they 
22 destroy good feeding ground for these wildlife. If 
23 the oil company can grow back vegetation to feed all 
24 this wildlife we couldn't. That is why we say we don't 
25 want damage done to our land. This land is 

26 our blood. We were born and raised on it. We live 
27] and ‘survive by it... Though’'I am young, this is the 
28 way that I feel about my land, and how do you think 
ag older people from each community in the North feel 


30 about this land and how life will be for their children 
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Joe Bistatpe 
Johnny Nielly 


in the future? 


The oil company and companies 


of all sorts have done enough damage to our land. 
Some of them find minerals and have skyrocketed from 
a labourer to a millionaire while we, the people of 
the North, are getting poorer. 

We ,the people of the North 
know our land and could find minerals and be a 
millionaire one day, but the Creator did not make 
us that way. He made us to suffer in life so that 
some day in another world we will find ‘happiness. 
But as long as we live on our land, we don't mind 
the hardships in life, because we were raised up that 
way and love being able to live off the land and 
not having to worry about money for tomorrow. 

That is all the 
that I have to say at this time. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much. 


JOHNNY NIELLY, sworn 
(Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 


A My name is Johnny 
Nielly. Fort Franklin. 

He says, on this’ land if 
we don't teach anybody anything nobody learns, white 
man and Native people alike. If we Native people 
don't teach our children anything, then they don't 


know nothing. 


I am 60 years old today, -- 


not today, but, you know, I am 60 years old, and he 
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Len oOR Johnny Nielly 
1} says all these 60 years I have worked in the bush. 
2|| My father taught me how to survive in the bush, 
3}| how to work in the bush and I have carried on from 
4 what my father taught me. 
5 He says thatmy father taught 
6 me how to work in the bush, how to moose hunt, how 
7|| to set nets, . how to set hooks, until today I still 
8|| carry on in what my father taught me. 
| I come from Fort Wrigley, 
10 | and my father came from there and I was raised in 
11} Fort Wrigley. 
Ne He says living around the Fort 
13] Wrigley region survival means a lot of work. You 
14] can't set nets in the wintertime, so that the only 
aN) way my father raised us was through setting snares 
16 || for rabbits and hunting. 
Ld He says in Fort Wrigley 
18] only during the summertime can you set nets on the 
a river. He says my father taught me all these things, 
20} how to do things. The Native way of life means 
21 a lot to us. It means survival, so when we are 
22]/ talking about the land and how important it is to 
23 us, we are really telling you the truth. 
24 He says on this land we 
25]/ know where things are, we know where we can get 
26 animals, we know our fishing areas. 
27 We Native people if we are 
28 short of anything, if we need anything, the only 
23) way wean get these is through hunting and just living 
30] off the land. 
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Louis Taneton 
So on the land, when 
we live off the land we know areas where we can get 
these animals, and he says when you travel that 
distance there you know that you will be able eat. 
He mys people, we Native 


people like to live that way, the Native way. 


He says that there is a lot of talk going around about 


the building of the pipeline. He says we people 
want to survive and we like to live in the bush. 

We Native people when we talk about things, but the 
most things that we talk about is about our land. 
We are not talking about just this region. We are 
talking for the people all over the North. 

These people who talk 
about our land, they are all talking and telling you 
the truth. And listening to all those voices, and 
all those pleas, you cannot ignore what they have 
to say and you cannot ignore their pleas. 

He says that that is all 
that he has to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, sir. 


LOUIS TANETON, sworn 
(Interpreter, Phoebe Tatti) 


A He says I guess you 
came here to hear our comments and we are thankful 


for etoua, 


He says when I was raised I 


didn't have no parents. So he said when he was 


raised he had no parents, so he can't read to 


you off a paper all the things that ‘he would like 
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1| to say, but he has witnessed a lot of things and 

2 | he has witnessed the Indian way of life, ~and he 

3 has experienced them, so this experience he will 

af share with you. 

5 He says ali the’ people 

6 | here who have expressed their - opinions to you, 

7 they are not the only people, they are not just one 
: person they are talking about, they are talking 

=f about all the people. 

| He says when these people 
ib are talking to you, they are talking about what they 
12 | have experienced, they are talking about a way of 
ae life. 

14 He says that all the 

15 | people here you will never see them have any money 
os, in the bank. You will never see fish or two pound 
a sugar in their warehouses. 

13 We Native people here 

19 | who live in this area are living in a very cold 
om | area. We are never going to be able to grow any 

29 vegetables or anything like that. 

2 He says for the first 

23 time a brother here decided to grow a garden, he 

24 | says although he has tried, it hasn't been very 

25 | - successful, that there will be nothing growing 

met up here, we talk about our land and how important 
27 || dity ist toms 

28 | The old people who 

29 raised me have taught me how to fish, set nets for 
30 fish, hunt, they have taught me the way of the 
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i Native people, and he says that I hold to today. 
Z He says when he was 
7 very young he heard people talk about Fort Rae 
‘A area where there is caribou, so he says that he, 
5 the women and men made a sled about four feet long, 
6 | some of them had two dogs, some of them had three 
71 dogs, but they all went out on the lake towards the 
: area, he can still remember that. 
3 He says they passed 
10 through the Hottah Lake region. You can see it 
Ti very distinctly on the map. You have to go 
12 | through the Hottah region from Fort Franklin 
13 | right down to the Rae Lakes region. 
14| He said that they walked 
15 | all this distance and there was no food and it 
16 | was very cold crossing the lake. Because there 
17 | was so little food, there was no more food just 
13 | when you were getting there, the men had to leave 
| the women behind and, you know, including himself, 
ac) he was left behind and all the men went hunting. 
21 | He says when the men 
29 went hunting they shot some_-caribou. They had 
2S to pack all that caribou back towards the women 
24, and that was one of the way, the life, that they 
35 | had their first good meal then. 
6 | He says that this;,is the 
yogi) way of the Native people. This is the way of 
28 | survival for the Native people. He says that this 
29 is how we lead our life, and that is what we are 
30 telling you about. 
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Since the white man came 


there has been word around that there is a government, 


but the Government has never come down:to visit 


us. We have never been able to see our own Government 


with our eyes. 

He says that you as the 
Government representative have come to hear us 
speak to you. He says that you a human being and 
I am a human being, we can talk to each other. 

He says that we hope that all the pleas that you 
are listening, we hope that all the things that 
you are heaving from us will make your decision 
in favour of us. 

He says that when we are 
talking about our land, and we speak about all the 
hardships that we have in tyvying to survive, we 
are not saying that it is bad. He says we love 
our land, we enjoy what we are doing on our land. 
He says when we ask for 450,000 square miles, and 
talk about land settlement, that is what we want. 
He says that we want this land settlement so that 
the children’ can have a future, so that they can 
live the way that we lived. 

He says that when they went 
out for that caribou hunt that he was talking 
about, he says that there were people from Rae 
Lakes region too, we call them the Dogribs, they 
were coming up this end, the Native people here 
were coming down this way and they met together and 


they got a lot of caribou and he says that: tey 
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Louis Taneton 


were all happy for each other and they ate very 
well, and he says that that is the way of the Native 
people, you are happy for the other person. 

He says that when he 
talked about the caribou hunt again, he was living 
with an old woman, and this old woman set snares 
for the rabbits, and then’ she got really a lot 
of rabbits one day, so she dried the skins for 
him and made trousers, a parka and a hat for 
him. He says I was an orphan, but this was the 


way of the Native people. whe 


He gays he remembers at 
lake 

one pant,like, the/here doesn't freeze over just 
like that, it freezes over md then breaks up, 
freezes over and it just keeps going like that until 
the weather is good to freeze it over. He says 
at that time there is no food. The only way 
of getting food is to set fish hooks. 

He says that because there 
was no food the ice was in for two days, it froze 
over for two days, so the old woman's son set 
some fish hooks and it was the last fish hooks and 
the strings, and the next morning we woke up to 
find out that the ice is gone again and everything, 
our last little things we put our -- like last fish 
hooks and strings that we set were all gone. 

And so my uncle went 
out ptarmigan hunting. Sometimes he got two and 
sometimes he got three, and that was the way that 


they survived. 
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Then later on the lake 
froze over, but we had no fish hooks and we had 
no strings to set our hooks again, so that this 
young son asked his mother, "Mother, why don't 
you make us some strings for the fish hooks?" So 
the next day the old lady went out to the Little 
Lake region again and they got a lot of little 
willows and stripped them . Thése stripped willows 
they placed in the water. 

So after placing them 
in the water they took them out and stripped them 
again and then they twined it into a long rope and 
they made it about this big. So he said that he 
took a piece of wood and he stripped it like this, 
then placed a bone inbetween them, but there was 
no fish hooks. So that is how they made fish hooks. 

The ice was just moving 
in and out, so one time it froze over for three 
days and food was so scarce that although it was 
very dangerous, he decided to go on the ice and 
set the hooks again. So he went out and he was 
gone avery long time and it was getting dark outside. 
They were very worried, and then when he returned. 
In those days there were a lot of trout there, so 
he had brought back very -- a lot of trout to them. 


He says that that is the time that he remembers 


because they were very hungry and they ate very well. 


What I told you, he says, 
all the people here have experienced that kind of a 


way. We enjoy that kind of life so we don't want 
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1 any pipeline, we don't want any dam up here. 
2 | He says since the 
| white man came they are allowed to do whatever 
| they want on this land. They found minerals 
5 that were valuable, they found oil, they made a 
¢ | lot of money on it, but we never talk about what they 
7 do, or what they do with that money. 
Z| He says, but then the 
4 white people have decided to talk about our deep 
an, freeze and our land. That is very important to 
ll] us. That is why we have decided to defend ourselves, 
iit decided to say something about what should happen 
13] up here. When people start talking about our 
va | deep freeze and our land, and our last resort, 
eo then we have to say something. 
1G | The time I am talking 
171 about there used to be a lot of fish. But since 
18) the white man came there has been a aeevadue in 
19 | fishing. He says last summer when I went to the 
oa North Shore, there were some white people there 
ie fishing. There were a lot of rotten fish left on 
os the coast -- on the waterfront. He says they 
23 take that much fish out of our deep freeze, we don't 
oad say nothing to them, but when they decide to take 
25 | our land away, then it is time for us to say 
26 | something. 
27 THE COMMISSIONER: Then 
sy it is what -=? 
29 A Time for them to 
start talking, say something. 
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John Tutcho 


He says that he is 
thankful that you came to listen to them. He says 
now we have had two dances for you. We hope that 
you are happy, because that would make us very 


happy. 


He says if we start talking 


to you about the old days and the way of life in 
the old days, you will probably remain here until 
September. 

There are a lot of other 
people who want to talk to you so this is all 
he has to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much. I enjoyed both dances very much. 


JOUN.TUTCHO, sworn 

THE INTERPRETER: . Jolin 
says that he has a film here for you that he would 
like to show you and the people here, and he 
says that afterwards he will tell yu what he has 
in mind, but first he would like to show you a 
fi lin 

THE, COMMLSS TONER :« « Adal 
right... How, long will. its take... you, to; set. this 
Up. 

A L.don. tknow,-- it 
won't take long. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
we will take about a five minute break while you set 
up the film. 


A Okay. 
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John Tutcho 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 


ladies and gentlmen, I think that it is getting 


a bit late and I know that in Fort Franklin you like to 


get to bed early, so I think that maybe we should 


just adjourn now until tomorrow and because 


there are six or seven people who want to speak 


after this and so I think what we will do is 


adjourn until tomerrow at twelve o'clock noon and 


we will try to get here by twelve o'clock noon and 


we will ask you to show this film again at 


twelve o'clock noon and then explain it to us and 


any others who want to speak after that can do so, 


would that be all right? 


A Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
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can we do that?- I have to -- I promised the people 


at Brackett Lake that I would visit them tomorrow, 


so I really do hope we can start at twelve o'clock 


noon and we will see the film again because I 


thought it was quite enjoyable, everybody seemed 
to enjoy it and so we will see the film again and 


you can explain it, sir, and then we will hear the 


other speakers and maybe then by two or three in the 


a fternnon I will be able to get away and go to 


Brackett Lake and visit the people there and maybe 


get to Fort Norman tomorrow night, because I promised 


them I would. 


So can we all be here by twelve. 
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John Tutcho 


| o'clock tomorrow and we will carry on then. 


| 

= Okay? So good night. 
; 

| (APPLAUSE) 





4 
| (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 12:00 B.M., JUNE 26, 1975) 
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se elles pati John Tutcho 
1 
2 Fort Franklin, N.W.T 
3 June 26, 1975 
4 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
5 JOHN TUTCHO, resumed. 
6 | (EXPLAINING FILM) 
1 This is the first time that I went across Bear Lake 
2 where they figure out*to put®out a’dam.™ THiS’is 
? how we get our transportation across for trapping. 
10 . And when we go across for trapping. See how much a 
11 womans, they are doing, outside in the cold weather. 
12 And this the mouth of the river where you can across 
13 right there, and--this is our first camp. It must be 
14 | about five miles out of the mouth of the river. 
1 This is when we are going to 
16 leave our camp, this is the time and the ladies supposed 
17 | to do some work too. But then we have a skiddo> prob- 
| lem one time. 
191 Phis is o8e second camp. And I 
20 told my partner that I know that area real good. This 
21 is where some years ago, I used to go trapping right 
22 there by dog team, this time by skiddo. All of this 
23 way by skiddo. And this is my first experience without 
24 | my daddy. I don't know, if I go without my daddy, I 
25 figure I can do better. Sometimes I make a mistake, 
26 | but then daddy show me all this area. But I don't know 
‘i where I went. 
ae | On the third night we got 
a lost, and someone had to--one of my Dagitata had to 
30 
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climb a tree, looking for that lake we went to. So he 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Tutcho 

1 had to climb out so my wife can take a picture of him, 

2 take a picture of why he climbed out. He told me, he 

3 said, we got lost and we don't know where we are going. 
4 That is my third day and it is 
5 without daddy. And I don't know. But I figure I can 

6 | do without daddy now. I see one of my partners has to 
7 climb up tree. Dinnertime. 

8 | The lake, I don't know what 
9 they icallt. I know in my language but I don't know 
10 in the English language. 

12 Our fourth camp and then we 

12 know where we are now. Because we went beaver hunting 
| right through that area. And we know that lake right | 
14 away, we know where we are going. 
2 And we are going to stay now | 
16 and«set oux camp.d)Thatynis our first inight»there. And | 
17 | all of the plane's looking for us. | 
18 , This is our first tent and we | 
19 had to look for rocks, set up the rocks for the first 
20 night. Next day we got to set up a tent for the womens 
21 That is the inside, we tie up the net and everything, 
22 it doesn't show it on the movie real good,--and then 
23 we came back from setting up the net. 

24 | This is how the ladies work 

25 | when they are in the bush. They prepare for back home. 
26 | That is the first time, that is a marten board, that is 
2i the first time without my dad I ever made a marten board. 
28 That is for the stick for | 
ao making for a marten. So you can pull out easy, without 
ob) tearing hole. That is me with part of a marten stick un 
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1 This is how the kids learn from their mom how to pick 

2 up the» branch. That is for the arm of the marten, so 

3 small. You have to do all of the work. 

4 That is our first day, setting 

5 out for marten, that is what we call a marten bait. 

6 | That is the first we caught and we put it out for fresh 

7 air. So it doesn't get blood or anything on it, so the 

8 air can take it away. 

9 That is the lady sitting on the branth 
10 where we are staying. We are coming back to Franklin because we 
ol are short of a grocery and we never shot a moose that time and jus 
12 lived all of the time fish. So we were short of gas and 
13 | oil anda groceries, so we had to come back. 

14 That is the first time the boy 
5 learned how to set trap by his daddy and he caught a | 
16 marten. So he didn't know how to kill so his mom had | 
bg AB to teach him how. That is how we get experience from | 
18 our old relations. So his mom had to show him how he 
=| set trap after he caught a marten again. | 

20 Taught me how to, he set a 

ak net all by myself. And so I did. And then he told me 
22 where the lake are and tells me where's the good spot there 

23 and then I caught some fish. 

24 | That is how the old man teache 
I how to do when you are all by yourself. That is how 

26 | to set net and how to do it. And how to make sure you 
# get supply for your family. This is before we 

a Came into town, we took out the net because we got some 
29 moose meat and everything, so we figured we had enough 
30 meat. 
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bee ual eal John Tutcho 

1 This is when we came back to 

2 get our supply. Nowadays they can do that, nowadays 

3 they can have those kind of supply. 

4 That is the first moose that 

3 we shot, we brought it back to the ladies so the ladie 
can have something to eat too. That is about 10 miles 
A out of where we are staying, this is where we shot the | 
8 moose. And then I have to bring all of the supplies 

9 in.” It must be 20°-o0r’30:-below;,°that is the time when 
10 we shot the moose. 

se And the next moose we shot was 
ee between halfway to Franklin. So we had to bring it 
13 | back to woman again. That is where we seen the fresh | 
14] tracks, so we had to back that far again, get a woman 
15] supply to make dry meat and everything. | 
16 | This moose we shot we brought | 

ae it back to Franklin. We had to give it up to our etre 

18 tives so they can have a share of us. Before, one whit 
LY man shot one moose, it would last him nearly one year 
20 r around. But ours, we give them a share, by the time 
21 we get half of it, January we have nothing to eat. 

22 That is how the generation look 
23 after the baby. When their daddy come back from someplace, Mum 

24 | taught me how to skin a moose hide. So I have to skin a moose 

25 hide. That is my first experience. It is not my experience but 


taught me how to do it. And it work out pretty good. 
That is how we ran through a 

seismic line, because we never caught very much fur in 

the seismic line because there is too much Clearing for 


the marten or any wild fur to go across the seismic. 
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And they probably heard the 
skiddo too, so that is a view of a seismic line. When 
I took an outside view. And as far as one stretch and 
then another stretch for another one. And another one. 
We don't know which one to decide to take. That is the 
first time we met one of the seismic line. 

It was seven years ago I went 
there. There is no seismic line. Now I got muddled 
up with the seismic line, to see how much marten we 
caught. There is only about two or three are there. 
That» ds- alas 
$ | We set 150 traps on the seismi 
line. And how much we caught, that's all. When the 
animals heard the machinery, like the cat on a seismic 
line, and they took the skiddo on the line. We seen 
lots of tracks. Next time we set, we seen our line. | 
And ORE ck caught not that much. That is the white | 
£OR* That is in our last trap we set. | 

Suh I told them, take a pictur 
of a live animal. And our last coffee break or what 
ever it is end 1bke That is how our old man taught 
us so we take care of them. And we do the same routine 
That is why we had to take all of that trap up, because 
there is not enough marten tracks. And we are spendin 
money and we say we might as well go back to tell our 
relations. Daddy, what is all this seismic line doing 
there when I was way back, it was seven years ago. 

Thank you very much. 
(CONCLUSION OF MOVIE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: That was a 
very good film. 










- 7 : , ; 7 * > 
‘|e 1 





a any 


ssssietaetaccahe ee Se ae | 
new .aatt oimaise & to iene 08 002 obbide 
bas dotetse ono as 162 36, bak. .wety, ebtazvo as, xood) I € 
eno raddous bah -eno xetidoda x0? dotoate xedsons neds b 
lodd ef Jed? .edst og ehioeb ot eno dotdw wont 3'aob eW e 
vont obmaioe, ee 18 

tnew I opB ase, neyeR aew I) eo Is 
belbbrig sop I wow onl cease on BL. oxed ered e 
aw nesism dour wod. 992. (Ot, vonkL, olmater. edt dgiw qu e 
erent @i6 Sordy xo ows suods ylao ai sexed? ,J3dyuas ToL 

| | | .ifs et tei 1s 


th if 


dincise ods no agers O21 toe gis nat i es {oa 
. ‘pig codW «Lis ai tects, Aeuso ew Hou word. bat .eail tl 
vimeies s 0. 389, edt oAil ,yrenidosm ent bused elsmins I we 
| nese OW ,enil edd no obbixe edt Aoodt yeds bas .anil } ea: 
| i 9Otl 2yo Meee OW «Jes pw emis 2xeM erate. 20 esol lag 
| etidw edd al Jed? .doum teds. gon tdevss tevon.ow. Daé ee 
«de2 OW qsx2 gant a0 at ad, sont, X03 }af 
awipig # exABt ~meds blot 2 02 5) anit eA a es 
tidw so Assid potioo deal suo Sak ,ftemins evil 6.20 los 
pdpuss cam blo tye wod ek asdT, -beliso et, ae xtave les 
eaidvot emsa sia ob ew bas .moedt eo @iso sAst ow oe au 48S 





sausved qu Qexd) todd to Lhe ees ot bed ow ydu et dedT jes 
Inthosae ens ow bra -elosxd nadism deveme somjek eteds = | PS 
tuo Ligt og Joed,op iLew es sdeim aw yee ew bas yenom | 2s 
ptiob enil vimetea aidt {te at dew \ybhsd ,.enoktsfex | 08 
ope e2m0y coven sow 3b doad Yaw eaw I morwexeds | SS 
daikon woy Anpit biaeurn aa 192 
tar bites | faxtven30 woreuoMoD) | °S 
ee a inhi: i +39) Pe ahew c 





ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. John Tutcho 149 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 





7 JOHN TUTCHO: The young gene- 

2 ration, my daddy taught me. And all the experience that 
3 he had and all of the experience is from my daddy. My 

4 daddy must be 80 years old, 70, 76 years old. He doesnit 
5 have--he got S.bove,out.olt us., All .of.us. 

6 He went to work for government people. The rest are al 

7 | trappers. 

8 - And then I seen what happened 

9 to my land, I seen it on the land, those seven years 

10 ago when I was 21 years old. When I seen that land, 

11 the land was good and there is no seismic line. There 
12 is all the way daddy taught me. And now there is about 
13 there is about--even I see it myself. I go see the 
14 air strip on the land. See how much damage they 

1s done to our land. | 

16 Even it is not the big plane, | 
17 | but I seen it with my own two eyes. I ‘seen the air | 
18 Strip on your, land.. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: An air strip? 
20 7 JOHN TUTCHO: Yes. And I 
© Si could, I could lie: But thene sisvonempartier,of mine 
oe. went with me. We seen it. We don't know which directign 
53 it 1s... There, 1s six .Jines.which cun,all, directions. 

24 And which one we don't know. 

35 | | [0. Lhat. as ,alds I: could say. 

a That is all I could see with my own eyes, when it was 

a) seven years ago. There was no--those kind. And nowadays 
28 there must be all over the country. I figure if I should 
29 | talk for a little while about my younger days when 


30 my old man, we went that way. And I could see the 
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country. 
The mouth of the river, that's the only transportation 


when you want to go across, the rest of land and travel 


ed) 


by dog team, by skidoo, that is all of the transportation. 


That was November 8th when we went across. That is 


how much our land is important to us. 


How much the dam--and we don't 


want nobody to build the dam. That is the only trans- 
portation we can have, when we want to go across some- 
place. 

NowadayS a plane costs very 
much for our relation, our people. And so I have to 
say that much. That is abi 

But. Pcdonhitwknow: If they 


build the dam, there will be chemical. That goes on 


the lake. And so all the fish died away. But then the 


people get sick. And that's all I can say for mine 
people, that is all. . 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
thank you very much. 

CECILE MODESTE: (Resumed-- 
Interpretation.) She says we are here to give you, 
the womens are here to give you comments about what we 
think, and she says even the womens are here to tell 
you what they think. She says, I would like to say 
something more to you. 

Since she got married, she 


has been working in the bush, making her life in the 


bush. And she says, she's thinking about her children, 


so what she is going to say next is in reference to her 
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She hopes that you understand 


AGE WEST ae RenTING utp, Cecile Modeste 

Ah children. 

2 She says, every time I go into 

3 the bush with my husband, I have to leave some of my 

4 children behind. And she says that a mother is never 

5 at peace with herself when she leaves her children 

6 | behind. And she says that when you bring the children 

7 into the bush, it is an education for those children. 

i She says, and when you stay 

9 in town, you should send your children to school. But 
4 when you are in the bush, you should be allowed to take 
pee your children into the bush, because that is an educa- 
a tion itself. 

13 | She says that when you are in 
14 the bush, there is sometime, you know, what you are an 
15 there, you really enjoy it. There is a lot of animals. And you ) ; 
16 | you are doing very well, she says. But because your | 
a7 children are left here, you know, you cut your time ! 
18 short and you just come back right away because your | 
19 children are left here. 
20 When you are out in the bush 
en like that too, if there is another woman with you and 
rae your husbands are gone out on the trap line or hunting 
23 and the womens are left alone, she says, all you think 
24 about and all you talk about is your children. You 

25 are really worried about your children. You think abou 
26 the water, the lake, the dock, sickness, the loose dogs 
27 you know, you are thinking about all of the things that 
28 may happen to your children in your--you know, it keeps 
2) | you worried all of the time. 

30] 

| 
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what she is trying to say about how the education syste 
should be. And she says that that is all that she has 
to--she hopes that there is an understanding there. 

And that's all she is going to have to say about that bie: 
for the time being. 

She says that all of the witnesses 
that you have heard, they told how we have been treated 
by the white man. But they have overlooked something 
in telling you that. 

She says that all of the peopl 
have thought about how the white man have treated them, 
and they--and she says that the white man has also put 
alot of unidddawery stuff on this land. And that 
sort of has, it has sort of created a difficult time fo 
the children in the future. And she says that as a | 
mother with a lot of children, she has to think about 
her children and the future. And the things that the 
white man putthere, you know, making it difficult for the 
children, that really worries her. 

She says that our ancestors 
didn't needall of the things that the government has 
put--you know, like our ancestors didn't need those, 
the things that are put around on this land today. And 
she says that you know, we don't need that for our chil 
dren either. 

; She says we are talking for 
the good of the people. And we are talking for the goo 
of the land too. She says, we are not talking for just 


One person, we are talking for all of the people here. 


You know, you want your neighbor, you know, you just want 
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1 your neighbor to continue on life like. You don't wan 
2 them to worry about things, you don't want these sort 
3 of things that you know is going to harm them. 
4 She says that a lot of our 
5 people have died of sicknesses that you can't see. 
6 That is okay. But when the things are there, that woul 
q | you know, hinder a human being's life or things that 
8 you can see that can cause, you know, that can end life 
9 then that is really bad. 
10 Just by herself she probably 
Ini woud dri is have said anything. She probably would let 
ee everybody else talk. But she she says she has to think 
A3 about her children. She is a mother of a lot of chil- 
1d dren. She has to think about the future for those 


children. And when there is the talk about something | 
i 
| 
that might happen, you know, like life may be difficult! 
| 


for the children in the future and then she has to Say | 


something about it. 





(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: She is 
Shirley Batan. She is eleven years old. 

SHIRLEY BATAN: Sworn. 

SHIRLEY BATAN: When I say 
this is my land, I mean it because I really enjoy living 
out on the land. And when we eat well, there is lots 
of work. We live out on land. We have to get fire 
wood and branches for floor. And we get snow or ice 
for our drinking water or cooking. My parents teach 
me how to make dry meat and dryfish, and sewing. And 


how to clean muskrats. My parents have learned from 
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their parents and now they teach me how to live on 
handtiors#avliving}:ti don'tewant to, ‘1oden tt “want “pipe= 
line or dam or the highway to go through, because I 
don't want to lose my land where I enjoy living. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Shirley Batan. If after it has been trans- 
lated we can keep your, the paper you wrote on. Do 
you mind if we keep that? 

A Yes. 

Q thank you; Just let me 
read this. Shirley Batan showed me on the map where 
she had been out in the bush with her parents. And she 
had been to Russel Bay and Deer Pass Bay and McGill 
Bay as well. McGill Bay being on the North Shore. 

Miss a Bari eo aw we will mark 
this statement of Shirley Batan's, that she wrote on, 
as.an exhibit. And you might let Mr. Bemister have it 
and he can get down what she said. You can get that 
down, Mr. Bemister if you like. 

(LETTER OF SHIRLEY BATAN MARKED EXHIBIT C-20) 

ISADORE MODESTE: (Resumed, 
Interpretation.) He says, since I was a young boy, 
we can say that I am one of the mens who use the bush 
a lot. So he is going to tell you about some of those 
things. 

He says native people and whit 
people eat the same way and have the same type of 
features or physical appearance. 

Although through all of the 
evidence given, it may seem that we don't like the whit 


nan. I BGG it Stex*not“that at.all. 
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He says that about forty years 
ago there was a white man who lived amongst them and he 
stayed with them about five years. And that white 
man never bought anything from the store. He just used 
the bush. | 

He says on our land, on 
land, period, animals eat off the land. Human beings 
eat off the land. And he says, so when we talk about 
the land, you know , it'is serious. That, you know-- 
like, he is making reference to all of the people, you 
know. Not just this area. He is referring to the 
white man too and himself, who live off of the land by 

eating off of the surface. 

For more than 30 years now, 
there has been white man on our land. And when a white| 
man comes and visits you, you know, you feed that white 
Man just the way you feed any of your neighbors. And | 
you don't ask that white man for money for your service 
He says, we native people don't need money. He says we 
can make our living off of the bush. 

We are talking about something 
that it is very important to the native people, and 
also to the white people. He says, if we keep destroying 
the things that, you know, that are important to us, 
like the land, if we keep destroying, knowing it, there 
wouldn't be--like, you know, survival would be very 
hard for the white man and the native people. 

He says that on this land ther 
has been a lot of animals and there is a lot of’ vegetation, | 


you know. Good vegetation for the animals. It is not 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Isadore Modeste 
Joe Bayah 
1 a growing area. You can't grow Satan up here. But 
2 if you try to, you know, keep the land that way, try to 
3 keep that as, you know, it would be good for the people 
4 to have the land remain the way it is today. 
3 He says, you can't--that is 
6 | all that he has in mind, you know, about the land and 
7 relationship to the native people and the white people. 
8 And how important it is to us. And that is all that he 
9 has to say. 
» XO THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
et very much sir. 
12 | THE INTERPRETER: This is Joe 
r3 Bayah, for the record. 
14 JOE BAYAH: (Resumed--Interpre- 
15] tation.) He says. that he is 65 years old today and he 
16 | is going to tell you how they use the bush, and just | 
17 general statements on bush life and--. | 
18 For the past day and a half 
19 we have been, sort of pleading to the people to survive 
20 He says, we want to be able to survive. 
2k He says that you must be pleased 
pe. to hear all of the old people giving you evidence. 
eo He says that all of the old 
24 | people over 60, who have given you evidence, they are 
25 | talking about their experience since the age of 14.. 
26 And they will probably go back in their own minds, but 
at they will never be able to go back to that period. And 
28 he says that all of these old people who have been 
ao talking to you, will'never live for another fifteen to 


30 twenty years. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Joe Bayah 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 He says that we are talking 
2 for the little babies that we are raising. We are talking 
3 for theslitere ciivcrere “lewis tor-therr ruture that 
4 we are talking today. 
5 I told you my age and you can 
6 | see by, you know, just looking at him that he is pretty 
‘| old. And he says, I am not, I never stay in town for 
8 a long seride of time. I still use the bush and that. 
9 And I have a house ‘down at Johnny Hoe River. And I, 
10 like he says, he doesn't stay for a long period of time 
| in "Franklin: He still uses the bush. 
2 A lot of people in Franklin 
ms would like to use the bush. But since education sort 
14 of stands in the way, you know--like Cecile gave that 
15 | evidence before. It sort of holds the parents back 
ea because their children are here, you know. They are 
17 | separated. And it creates a problem for these people 
18 to go out on to the land. 
FO" He is going to talk to you abot 
20 his father. He is having a’ hard time concentrating. 
Pah I guess you must have heard 
fe about sickness. You know, like people were able to 
ah cope with some sickness here. But there was one sick- 
24 | ness that came around, I think it is T.B., or something 
25 | that just wiped out all of the native people up here. 
| 
26 Do you know what they are talking about? 
27 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
28 | A There was a flu they 
29° weren't familiar with. It was a thing that-- 
30 VOICE: 1927 flu epidemic. 
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SEER SESE S70 Joe Bayah 
i A He says, about 1927, the 
2 flu epidemic.” The people’ weren't® able to) cope with tha 
) flu. So a lot of people died and his father died. 
4 And that's it. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I thin 
6 that in other hearings, we have heard about that flu. 
7 It hit other communities beside the people that live in 
8 Great Bear Lake. 
? THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 
10 A That year, his father and 
ll his family were at North Shore. And they spend the 
ine summer at Charley Lake, around Dear Pass Lake. And he 
3 says, at that time too, there was no sled for a rough 
14 ice. You have to have sled with steel underneath there. 
ble Okay, well, they didn't have 
16 any of that. So they had to make their own sled out of 
17 wood. And then his father decided that they should go, 
18 try to sell their fur in Fort Norman. And they had 45 
2 beaver skins. And they had 450 muskrats. And a lot of 
20 other furs. And they knew that they would never be 
ai able to get there before the end of June and closing 
22 season, I guess. 
23 And they wouldn't be able to 
24 get there. But his father decided, you know, determine 
25 to go there. And I guess his father knew too then that 
26 he was going to die soon. So you know, it was sort of 
27 a last goal. He was so determined to go. 
28 He says that at that time, after 
29 leaving the North Shore, they went to Russell Bay, on 


} 


30 the way back. That was the route that they had to take 
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Sleep mail Joe Bayah 
l He says that all of the fur 
o and all of the things that they were carrying with them, 
3 they had to carry them on the back. The fur, you know, 
4 which is more valuable to them, they had to carry it on 
5 their back. And it is a lot of weight. 
6 | And the dogs carried the stove 
a and tents and all of the little basic stuff. And he 
8 says, there is no boat. They didn't have a boat. So 
9 sometimes they had to set nets. And when he sees a cregk, 
10 he tries to set a net in it. And most of the time, he 
1l has to swim. He has to swim across the creek, set the 
12 net. And when he wants to look at the nets, he has to 
13 swim in the water again, all over. 
14 And he says that there is a lo 
15 - Of mosquitos. And it is so hot, you know. And just t 
16 be able to walk that distance, you know, it is quite a 
17 distance. 
18 He says that when they reach 
19 Whiskey Jack Point, it's not--well, he has sort of 
20 pointed out where it is, he says, my father had his 
Zi last cigarette. And there is no more cigarettes. And 
22 he thought that the Bay here might have had some supplies 
23 for him. So he sent his son back to get the supplies. 
24 So he came all of the way 
25 back to Franklin and set back on the same day. And he 
26 had to walk all of the way in and walk all of the way 
27 back out, in the same day. 
28 He says that we, the native 
29 people, when we are telling you our experiences, what 


30 we do in life, you know. There is no lying involved in 
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 RURSAGY 8, Be. SORE ae 
iL it. We are telling you the truth. 
2 He says that my father and 
3 me, when we caught ‘all of that beaver, you know, that 
4 is 45 beaver and 450 muskrat, after selling it, he 
5 says, we got about $2000. But my father never got to 
6 spend one cent out of that $2000. After all of that womrk. 
| He says, but that is life. 
8 He says that there may be that 
9 many of us sitting here today. Maybe tomorrow, maybe th 
10 next day, there won't be that many. Who knows? 
a You know, like the Lord decides things for us. 
12 He says that the animals , in 
1.3 reference to the animals, our ancestors have done the 
14 same thing that we do today. You know, we go to huntin 
1S | grounds and yet we eat well. And this is what we would| 
16 like to continue. He says, living in, like, there a 
17 be animals on the land. Suppose we live in Franklin, | 
18 you know. Franklin will not feed us as well. | 
19 But if we went out to where 
20 there are animals and then we will be fed well. And he 
4). Says again that living in the bush you eat well. And 
2 that is, you know, that kind of thing goes the same for 
23 frshimog: toon | 
24 You ee you may be able to 
2D catch something one day but nothing the next day. But 
26 | if you go hunting off to places where you, you know, there 
27 is fishing, then you get it. 
28 He says even if you spend a 
29 day to two days, you know, hunting for where you know 


30 there might be some animals or fishing grounds. You kndgw 
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they have to bring it back, and they have to cut it out 


eed cokes Joe Bayah ee 
1 you will be able to eat well. 
2 He says, we hope that after 
3 listening to us that you will listen to our pleas . We 
4 don't want a pipeline and a dam. He says, when one 
5 person says something, he says that they thought about 
6 | that before they speak. And that is one person's mind. 
7 He says that there is a lot of 
8 people here that would like to say something too. But 
9 he says, but you must have enjoyed coming here to liste 
10 to us. He is very thankful for that. 
Loe He says that is all that he 
La has to say now. 
i3 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
i sir. 
LS A He says that I am old 
16 now, getting senile, he says. I can't remember things 
by pretty good. But he still has something to say, he says. 
18 Last time he talked to you abou 
IS, how his father worked in the bush, today he will tell 
20 you how his mother, as a partner to his father, helped 
21 him in the bush. 
22 He says that the native people 
23 have not grown up with a lot of wealth. Meaning, that 
24 they didn't have all of the things that they needed. 
25 It wasn't available for them. 
26 My father and all of the other 
27 people had to use birch bark canoes sometimes, they 
28 spend a lot of days and a lot of nights just looking 
29 for birchbark, the right type of birchbark. And then 
30 
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3 shape of nails. 

4 And that is what they use to 

5 hold the boat together. 

6 He says sometimes there are a 
7 lot of mosquitoes, but the womens, including my mother, 


8 he says, they have to get some gum from the wood, so 





Neal Satu tapi hos Joe Bayah 
pi to the right size. And he says sometimes there is no 
2 nails. We have to gather 200 sticks, and put it into t 
they can sort of make a sticky base for the, to hold 
the boat together. He says that a lot of mosquitoes, 
and they had to go for days just searching for this 
Stué & 

He says that we told you that 
they take branches about this big and they take 
the, they tear apart until they get to the very core, 
and that core they strip, into the middle. 

THE INTERPRETER: I colLaeyou 
that, I think I explained that before. 

A And they have to, then 
they have to put it in water until it is all moist. 

And then it is usuable, after splitting it. 

It was sort of a knife that 
you used to sharpen, there is a knife that you have tha 
is sort of crooked. And it shapes things for you. 

And there is also sort of a small square blade, that 
you use to sort of like, to smoothen things out. 

He says that at that time sa Ss: 

wasn't any of those available, you know. You don't 
just buy it at the store. So you have to make your own 


knife to do those things. And then later on you had to 
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1 shape out the sort of the arches inside the boat, and 

- there had to be the right curves and the whole thing. 

3 Soathey hadntejdo alltof ae 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: The ribs? 

5 THE INTERPRETER: I guess so. 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Anyway-- 

7 THE INTERPRETER: Why don't 

) you translate then, eh? 

9 There is a lot of people 
10 here just trying to get the right word:for that knife. 
ll A You take the covers and 
1 youksew itevuntil it is tight and nice-fitting. And it 
13 has to be pretty well close to perfect. 

14 He says this is the way of 

1s the native people, all of the things that you do, you 
té know. There is something behind it. Like there is 

17 some meaning behind it. And even the womens' share, 

18 you know, even building of the boat, the womens share 
19 thacs 

20 And he says, I am not telling 
a you about something that I don't know about. I am telling 
ye you something that I have seen with my own eyes and 

we) have, you know, experienced it. 

24 He has been living in town for 
25 two days, you know. But still when there is things tha 
26 he needs, he still goes out to set some traps, to get 
27 some extra money to get what he wants. 

28 He says that I am not the only 
29 person that works that way. There is a lot of people 


30 here you know, when they need something too they work. 
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He says that for the two years 
that I have stayed in town, he says, I am well aware of 
what is happening in town. I am well aware that some 
people, a lot of these people go out into the bush and 
work. 

Thatimypesot work) asvdifsaeult 
A lot of people still go off to use the land. And he 
says that fishing is the same thing, you know. It is 
a lot of work, but people, in order to keep, to keep 
feeding themselves, have to set the net. He is just 
describing the hardships of trying to set a net and 
looking after it. 

He says that if the people 
don't set nets and stuff like that, they, you know, it 
is hard for them to raise their children to feed their 
children. 

And he says that that goes 
right on until the ice is the way it is out there today 

And he says that this year 
too, you saw that a lot of them went out to McGill Bay. 
And this is one way of trying to get food for themselve 
again. 

These people Ea stay around 
you know, just sitting in town and stuff like that. 
They go out to find food for themselves. He says that 
they like to eat well. And they like using the bush. 

He says that all of us old 
people, as we, we probably wouldn't make it for the 
next 20 years. He says, but we want to be able to live 


we want to be able to use the land. And he says, we 


re; 
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30 | than the other persons. We always have been humble. 
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i don't want to have our minds disturbed by unnecessary 

2 stuff. We want to live in peace. 

3 He says that we the people lik 

4 to live in the bush. We like to do something, you know, 

- just like to live off of the land. And he says, that 

6 they are very familiar with that sort of thing. And 

7 they would like it to remain like that. 

8 | He says that there is not a 

9 person throughout all of this life, never saw one perso 
10 who just let themselves go, you know. Who didn't fight 
Ld for himself. You know, the survival means trying to 
L2 go through all of the difficult times and all of the 
L3 hardships. And he says, but there was not one person 
14 who just let himself, you know, just stay and starve to 
Lo death or whatever. 
16 And he says that that is all 
1? that he has to say to you at the time. You know, but | 
18 I think he says, but he hopes that you understand what 
Lg he is trying to tell you. 
20 He says that all of the people 
p23 who have come here have talked to you with a sympatheti 
a2 type of attitude. You know, like they are, they are 
23 talking about something that they feel is very importan 
24 to them. And so they--he says, we have humbled ourselv s 
25 so that we may be heard. And he says, we want to live 
26 the way we have lived in the past. 
27 We want the land to remain as 
28 it is today. He says, we have never tried to look at | 
29 the other person. We have never tried to look better 
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And he says that we hope we will 
be very happy if people would listen to us, people woul 
understand what we ‘are trying to say. 

He says that that is all that 
he has to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. Maybe we should take a five-minute break? 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES.) 

(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 


THE COMMISSIONER:Ladies and 


Gentlemen, we'll get underway now and I understand that 
Mrs. Gulley will be the first witness. 

DORAH GULLEY: Sworn. 

DORAH GULLEY: (Interpretation) 
She says that we refer to Great Bear Lake as our deep 
freeze. She says, and she is going to talk about the 
ice and you know, just the lake in general. 

From Franklin, we use the lake 
as a fishing area, she says, and that's how we live. But 
there are some conditions. Like the conditions is that/it 
is: like holding the doors on the deep freeze Once ina while 
and the way the ice is today it isthe same thing. Like it 
is locked up like. And is. the springtime. 

The way that the ice, the 
condition of the ice today, you probably see it, as 
you know,l youl canltwwalk: on; at ,,you. can! t, do, anything 
on it. And that is what we mean by when we Say, 
the deep freeze is locked. 


You can never tell how long this, 


the ice will remain like that. You know, this time of 
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i the year. So in order to get some fish, you have to 
2 Walkeally across thée@®shore of Great Bear Lake out to the 
3 mouth of the river. And that is where you do your 
4 fishing. 
i) She says that our ancestors 
"Fi end the old people have done the same thing too. Every 
7 time this time of the year, they walk and there is a 
8 trail that they have from Franklin up towards Whiskey 
9 Jack Point, and back across towards the mouth of the 
10 river. 
ug But she is not going to talk 
12 very long. But she has something to say about when 
13 people talk about the old days and say how much fish 
14 there was, she says that she saw it with her own eyes. 
L5 So she is going to talk about that. 
16 She says that the area where 
V7 she points to she says that my father and I and our 
18 family lived across there. We lived there until the 
19 ice froze over. 
20 She says then my father told 
21 me one day that it is time to set the nets. So they 
22 walked off to set the nets. She says that is after th 
23 freeze-over, freeze up. ofthe’ Lake’. 
24 She says that after my dad 
25 dug a hole into the ice she says, he was looking into 
26 the ice, looking down into the water. She says, I didnit 
27 know what he was looking at, but he--then he asked me 
28 to look into the water too. 
29 And then her father invited he 


30 over to look into the lake. And he covered her with a 
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2 ape eee ea Dorah Gulley 
a ' blanket and asked her to look into the lake. So she 
2 looked into the lake. 
z She says that the water, the 
4 depth of the water is what is from the ceiling to 
= the floor. And she says that the water is very clear 
6 out here so you can see right into the bottom,eh. She 


says that from the, when she was looking into the water 
there was that much fish. From the bottom of the lake 
all the way up, it doesn't seem to move because there 
was that much fish in there. 

And she says that when people 
talk about how much fish there was in the lake, she 
says it is really the truth because she saw it at that 
time. She says she wonders what happened to all of 
those fish today. She says that at one time when her 


husband was sick, she had to go set the nets and look 


at the nets. 

And when she goes back there 
each day, she caught at least 600 , 644 fish. You 
know, about 624? She says, you know today. You know 
they really like their land, they just love their land. 
So they don't want any damages done to it. You know, 
all of the things that they are saying, the evidence 
that they are giving. They hope that it supports them, 
you know, in their request. That they don't want any 
damages done to their land. 

So that is all that she has 
toesay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mrs. Gulley. 
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THE INTERPRETER: He says tha 
the meeting is going to be over pretty soon, so he 
has just got a few things to say. 

JOE BAPTISTE: Sworn. 

_JOE BAPTISTE: (Interpretation. ) 
I was born in 1933. He says when I was about 11 or 12 
years old, I went trapping and I went hunting, and live 
in the bush with my parents and my uncle. 

He was talking about, it was 
during the summer time, and people were using packs on 
their backs. And they had dogs carrying i, An: 

He says that there was no can- 
vas. Canvas wasn't available. So the people had to 
take a log and hollow it out and use that as a boat to 
cross the river. 

He says that at that time there 
was no gum boots. He says that people would do their 
work and that is what they are describing. 7 

He says that when we meet with 
the Dogrib people or any other native people, we are 
very happy to be able to see them. And we usually have 
dances and drums and hand games for them. 

He says that when we give our, 
when we are talking like this, you know, he says, we 
have no, we don't, we are not talking about the white 
man as if we dislike them. 

We hope that in the future that 
there is a good relationship between the white man and 
the Indian people. 


That is’ all that “he is going t 
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oat say for now, you know. I figure, he is just trying to 
2 point out that there is no dislike between the white 
3 people and the native Seni That they hope that they 
4 will be working together in the future you know. Like 
5 their relationship is good. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

ROSIE SAVI: (Resumed--Interpre- 
tation.) The people, the old people here, have talked 
about all | the way back until Treaty of 1921. 

THE WCOMMISSTONER =. I don st 
know whether somebody is hammering outside or inside, 
but, maybe we could just keep our voices down so we 
can just hear what is being said. 

A There wasn't any law, and 
after 1921, that is when the law was introduced. The | 
introduction of the law in 1921, you know, there is | 
sort--you know, like they are sort of working on that | 
law, Since then. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Working 
under,ity4 Living: under, it? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, working 
under it. 

A And she says that you are 
probably working undera law too. And that law 
that they made then, was the river flowing and the sun 
rise, that is the law that was made in 1921. 

She said that those people tha 
made the law in 1921, you know, the law has existed at 
least 57 years. And that person who made the law must 


have made some changes in that law. And since 1921, 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L.TD. Rosie Savi 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

1 there must have been some changes in the law. 

2 And she also says that they 

3 made the law, saying that as long as the river flows, 

4 and as long as the sun sets in the same direction, that 

5 law still exits for us. But it seems to her that the 

6 law doesn't stand anymore for the government who made 

7 that law. 

8 She says that we never changed 

9 that law. But it seems to her that the government is 
10 changing that law, and you know, the changes are occurring 
11 right now. 
12 She says that when you intro- 
U3 duce the pipeline, the government must be thinking in 
14 terms of changing the law, you know change the laws 
15 and saying that they, you know, they will probably stop 
16 the rising of the sun. They will probably stop the 
1 Ee river flowing. 

18 She says that the information 
19 that they gathered about the pipeline is that the pipe- 
20 line would be built underneath the Bear River, right 
ai across from Fort Norman. And she says, when you are 
22 talking about things like that, she says, when the 
23 people talk about you know, how important the land is 
24 to them, they also know that when the ice breaks out, 
a2 towards the river, they don't even know how strong it 
26 is. 
ad They know what they are saying 
28 they are talking about how strong the ice is. Probably 
2g the strongest thing on this land is the breaking up of 


30 the ice and the flowing down of the ice through the 
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se pepe ele stage Rosie Savi 
i} Bear River. 
2 She says that sometimes when 
3 the ice breaks up and it flows down the river, there is 
4 a lot of sand that moves. And there is a lot of ice 
5 that scrapes the bottom of the lake, of the river. And 
6 she says that there is a lot of, you know, like all of 
‘ the sticks and stuff like, the wood piles all around th 
8 | shores of the river, it all goes into the river. 
9 You know, and it really sort 
10 of blocks everythings in its path. She says that when 


the wood and the stuff like that flow down the river, i 
piles up on top of each other. And if the pipeline is 
underneath the river, she says that a lot of those logs 
will pile up into great heights. -. just, you know, that 

is a stop for them. That all of the logs will--it wouldn't 
flow any more. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I understand. 

A She says and if that happens, 
then that sort of stops the river from flowing. Then- 
that will break one of the laws. "As long as the river 
flows"? That--it is sort of a blockade, so that stops 
the river from flowing. And then that is the breaking 
of one of our laws. 

And she says that when that 
happens, that is breaking one law. But the sun is stil 
there. And she says that a man, a human being can not 
touch the sun. The Creator made that sun so that the 
land:ican, receive from at «And she ,says, then ,the white 
people have to ask the Creator how they can stop that 


sun. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


She says that the white man, 
after stopping the, after breaking one law, which is th 
river, she says ‘hé probably has to go to the Creator 
to ask him how they can break the other law then. 

It would be dealing with the 
Creator then, it wouldn't be dealing with the people. 

She says in our own mind, when 
a white man asks us, well, when she is referring to the 
white man, she is SPONMBLY talking about the government 
here. She says that when the government asks the Lord 
the Creator, that, you know, we have broken one law. 
She says, but when they ask the Lord to break the secon 
law, the Lord will probably answer to that person in 
her mind, that He is going to say, well, if you can 
replace the light that I have put on this world, if you 
can.replace that whole light, then you can do that. 

You know, the Lord put the 
lights there, you know, for the land, for the world. 
But if you can make that kind of light, then go ahead 
and break that other law. 

She says that if the white man 
can make, probably make light enough for one city, but 
you know, small communities like this and all of the 
other little small communities which are not big cities 
the white man can not make light for that area. 

In 1921, when the Treaty 
happened, she says she wasn't present there. But this 
is the kind of law that the older people are talking 
about. This is the kind of law that the government 


made. And that law still stands. 


fds stat olnon 







ann o3idw odd tedt ayaa oxle 3. (fe, seek 
bis 82 dolrtw \wet oto paiisexd sedte ont eatagose testis 
1os¢sexD oft oF Of OF ea: yitdegoud br) ayse ore hover’ 
Mens wel tsrito eft Asexd ‘neo yes wor mid Xas oF 
ort dtiw palleeb ed ees eee a4 
-elqoeq oda Adiw pailseb od a*abluow st yiedit 1t036587t9: 
now ybalm awo suo ni eyse eda 
edt of peittete: ef ede nedw ,Ilew »to exes nem etidw s 
snemoxevoy es tuods pmixAts? wiidediorg ei ea ,nam estidw 
biog sft eves snomerevop eis asdw sadt eyse ei2  ,extert 
«wal ano nestor eved ew woot Hoy Sarl ~wOsBeTD ods 
brooes eds Acoxd of Buol odd AaB yord corw gud", ayse ea 
nt foeisq gedt oF sewens yldedoxq Iliw Hrold oft .wel 


\ 
neo yoy th ,ilew .yse o2 pniop ei. oH Jsdt ,bain ten 


| wor ts blow aids no tuq oved TE jads sopil adit sos igqst 
| »Jadt ob mB5 LOY nets sight eden gsdt eosigst os 
| sit seq Hitod oid woud oY 

| .bixow ert 102 ,birel odd 20ot ,wondk voy ,steds atnipil 
beeds of meds .sdpil to bald tedd oxem 69 voy ti sue 


wel twedto tedt aAsetd bas 





‘fem sthdw ods ie dss evil sif 





gud ,yiio sino tort Apuone jnpil stem yldsdotg ,eAsmt 169 
efit tc Lis bas etdt etil eoisinummon I Lene won yoy 
lesitio pid ton oxs doidw aeitiaummos {ieme efssil xedso 
sexs todd tot Init okemt: don \aso nant Satde ads 

yiserT efit nendw sel at ne li iis 
eid+ Ju8 .eveds Snovetq + HeBW vede "eyes sie ,beasgged 
pniaist ote efqosq ‘teblo ent “sand wef to ‘bain odd ei 
-ebnsta lite wel sedd baA .obsm 








MENT MEROR NING LTD. Rosie Savi 
1 And she says that the land is 
2 very important to us, and we hope that is clearly unde 
3 stood that when we ask for that 450,000 square miles, 
4 she says thatswhat we want, we want the land settlement 
5 before the pipeline. We want the land settlement befor 
6 the dam. 
y And she says that when she is 
8 talking, she is talking for the people, for her sisters 
2 for her brothers, for her relatives, for her uncles. 
10 And she says that I am practically the last person who 
UB is going to talk about something like that. 
12 But you know, this is importan 
KS to us, we want the land settlement before any major 
14 land development comes through. 
gS) And she says that when the oil 
16 companies and other people who are going to give evidenge 
Ua, in Yellowknife, they probably have a piece of paper, 
18 they probably have all the things that they need. You 
BS, know, to support their case. 
20 She says, but I am sitting her 
2r I don't have any paper here with me. I am talking on 
ae what is in my mind. And she says that what I amsaying 
aa to you, you know, you should feel some sympathy towards 
24 what she is saying. 
25 Since 1921, there is a lot of 
26 things that have happened to them. A lot of destroyin 
ad of the land, a lot of damage, has been done to their 
28 land. She says, we can not let this, we can not allow 
29 this to happen anymore. That is why all of the old 
30 
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people are talking to you, to try--you know, that is wh 
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ALGER RRANTENED LTS Rosie Savi 

i you know, they are trying to plead to you that this is 

Z important to them. That these kind of damages shouldn' 

3 continue. 

4 She says that our children, th 

5 government introduced schools. The children may be 

6 educated, she says but what they have been taught, the 

7 children do not live by. You know, whatever has been 

8 taught in school is not the way our children live. 

g You know, it has nothing to do 
10 with what we live today, you know. Like it has no ref- 
pea erence to the Indian way of life. The children can not 
IW live by it. She says they may make a lot of money in 
aS the, but $50 probably go to the food. And whatever you 
14 are taught, that $150 left will probably not go to what 
15 ever you have taught them. 

16 She says that the kind of info 
17 mation that you got, the kind of information that they 
18 gave you, it involves a lot of thinking on both parts. 
139 And you probably grasped from the ideas that she is 

20 giving you, it probably has formed something in your 

vi mind. And from your point of view, you probably know 
Bap what she is trying to say to you. 

23 You probably have come up with 
24 something in your own mind of what she is trying to say 
25 to you. 

26 She says that when we are aski 
27 for the land, even in the children's mind and even in 
28 their own mind, they ask for 450,000 square miles. Tha 
29 is what they are asking for. No less than that. And 


30 she says that, they don't want any pipeline. They don' 
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1 want any dam. And she says that all of the unnecessary 
2 things that the government has provided within the north, 
3 which is slowly destroying the Indian people, she says 
4 you probably know what I am talking about when I say 
5 Chat. 
6 | We don't want that also. So 
7| with this in mind, she is talking to you. About the 
8 four things that they are asking for. 
9 . She says that she doesn't have 
10 a paper on which she is going to speak to, on --but, 
sua you know, like she is talking with just what she has in 
2 her own mind. And she hopes, she will be very happy if 
13 you have grasped something of importance in what she 
14 had to say to you. 
nS You know, like you have got some 
16 idea or you have taken something of all of the things | 
17 that she has said. She says something that you might 
18 think will be important for her. She will be happy if 
iy that happens. 
20 She says that that is all that 
od she has to say now. 
ae She says you have spent two an 
24 a half days with us and we have given you all kinds of 
24 information. And she hopes that, you know--that they 
25 were very happy to. receive you. You know, and a lot 
26 of old people are very happy that they have given you 
ai some of their background, and some of the information 
28 that they thought would be important. 
29 . And you will probably be leaving 
30 this afternoon, so it was nice of you to come and visit 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Gregory Shea 

uM THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

2 | very much. 

3 ; (WITNESS ASIDE.) 

4 GREGORY SHEA: Sworn. 

5 Tike INBERPRETER?; This, is 

6 Gregory Shea, from Fort Good Hope. 

7 GREOGRY SHEA: (Interpretation,) 
8 But the Lord made one world for us. So that we can liv 
9 Side by side by our neighbor. He says, I was very youn 
10 when my father died, so my mother raised me. There was 
ll nobody to teach me the Native way, you know--through 

12 his father. But he says that with his own mind, he has 
13 gathered this information. 
14 He says that when you speak 
5 about the pipeline, we will never stop to say no to the 
16 pipeline. He says, this summer, this spring when I 
We, went spring hunting, I saw a lot of dead beaver on the 
18 lakes. Who caused those dead beavers? 
le!) What about in Tuk where we 
20 heard people on the radio, talk about how much fish 
en: there used to: be), around; Tuk..? What happened to those 
SEs fish? Who is to blame for the decrease in those fish? 
23 And to what is happening with the animals? 
24 And he says that this is 
25 | just the work, the little work that is being done. You 
26 know, some of the seismic lines have caused it. But 
27 think of what, how much more damages the pipeline will 
28 do? 

29 He says that before my father 


30 died, he told me that in selling six marten to the H.B. 
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oy tect teih Ay tak Gregory Shea 
1 Company, you got fifty cents. And for one cigarette, 
2 you had to give one fox. And he says that the H.B.C. 
3 in the past have really stolen from our people. 
4 And if that is the kind of | 
2 treatment that is to continue, we are, you know, we are 
6 | a poor people as it is. You know, they really treated 
7 || our people bad in those days, they really stole from 
8 our people. 
9g He says that there are no 
10 animals, you know. There is practically no animals 
Li around this land anymore. And animals are really decreas-~ 
y2 ing. You can't even set a Snare, you can't hope to 
i3 set a snare to catch some rabbits anymore. 
14 You can't grow vegetables up | 


Le here, you have to work hard for what you earn. And he 


16 says that today, the way the food prices are going toda 











' 
17 you can spend ten dollars for one meal. So when you ar 
18 deciding on building the pipeline up here, you are 
LS making life more difficult for the native people. 
20 The native people who share on 
aa land. And the white man too, have a place on this earth. 
22) It also has one land. You know, there is a distinction 
a3 between lands here. And he says that when an Indian 
24 | person goes down to the south, he says, after staying 
pike five days, the white man has probably asks for rent. 
26 He says that what privileges 
Zi does the white man have on our land? Why should they 
mas) decide for, on the land what it should do? You know, 
aa why should they be given this privilege? 
30 He says that the animals are 
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decreasing as it is, and that is practically the last 
thing that they feed themselves on . Food is very ex- 
pensive. There is ‘never going to be any white man who 
is going to offer you food when you are hungry. 

So why should we give you that 


privilege to decide what is to be in our land, especial 


probably will go down to Good Hope too. And there the 
will hear the voice of the Good Hope people. He says 
that our Chief is very young, so as a visitor, he pro- 
bably doesn't have anything to say. But me, as an 
elderly person, have spoken for our people. 

He says that the Lord gave us 


this land, the Lord gave, the Native people this land. 


when it is making life more difficult for us? 
He says that the Inquiry 
y 


Lord also provided land for the white people. We are 
one group of people. Our voice is one. He says, so 
when you move to, when the Inquiry moves to Good Hope, 
he will probably say more there. 

Bum lenisieis. all tthat. he’ 1s 196i 
to say as a representative from Fort Good Hope. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


Mr. Shea. 

(WITNESS ASIDE.) 

JOE NAEDZO: (Resume 
Interpretation.) Our people here have given you a 
lot of information. You know, like they have really 


talked to you about what they think. You will probably 
be leaving very soon. He has one more thing to say 


to you. 
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l On this land and all of the 

2 native people, they share one voice. They share one 

3 life. When that old man said that, he is telling you 

4 Cie -trucin. 

5 He says that we Native people, 

6 | we help each other. We have good words for each other. 

4 And we share, you know, the things that we have with 

8 each other. i am not talking yust “for Fort Franklin; 

9 he says. This happens throughout all of the north. He 
10 Mentions names like Fort Norman, Good Hope and Fort Ray 
ne and all of the other communities. 

2 He says, when we visit another 

13 community, he says, you never buy food. You don't have 

14 to buy the food, he says. I went to visit Fort Good 

tS Hope with with a dog team for five days, he says. My 

16 dogs were fed, and I was fed, I had a place to stay. | 
| 
| 
| 


gave me food for the dogs. They gave me food enough, 
enough food to make sure that I come home. 
I also went to visit my friend 
in Fort Ray when my father was alive. His father is 
a very well-known prophet. His name was Neidzo. He 
says that my family, while my father was alive, my 
family went down to Fort Ray and spent one month and 
didn't spent one cent on the food that they got, that 
they received there. He says that we ate very well. 
And we were content with the food and he says, we treat 
these people the same way when they come to visit us. 
But we are very displeased wit 


the decrease of the game and the wild animals on which 
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we, you know, on which they feed themselves. 

In this community, if one hunter 
went out hunting and got five to ten caribou, he says 
that that person feeds everybody. They share that 
whole meat until it is all gone with everybody. He say 
that is the way the native people live amongst each other. 
They share. 

HE says, it is the same thing 
for fishing. If a person went out fishing and got som 
fish, he says that that person shares it with the com- 
munity. He says that we help each other. That is 
how our life continues. We share all of the time. 

Our ancestors have taught us 
a lot of things. They have taught us how to make life 
continue. They teach you that for yourneighbors, when 
they are in need and when you are in need, the neighbor 
will feed you. Take care of each other and share with 
each other. 

Sharing is one way in which 
the native people's lives will continue. This is what 
the ancestors have taught us. 

The old people have taught us 
how to keep on surviving, like how to keep on living. 
And they also taught us so that we can better our lives 
how we can continue this on by sharing their experience 
and just teaching us. 

He says that you saw the show, 
that John Tutcho showed you, where a little boy has 
caught a marten. And since that age, our parents have 


always taught us so that we can make life for ourselves 
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We And we can continue on. 





‘ae >| He says that when I was really 

















Y 
. 3 young, my father shot a moose for us. He says, after 
4 we skinned, we went and set two traps. After three day 
5 we went back to those traps and we got some marten. 
6 | He says, then we lit a fire an 
7 | we sat around the fire. He says, that was his father 
8 and him. And his father asked him, do you like the meat? 
9 And he says yes. 
10 And he says, do you like, you 
el know, getting something in your traps like that? And 
ae? he says yes. And he says, so my father says, if you 
6) like it very much, then you must work for it. You mus 
14 Continue “this “on 21 Syouw like meat ythen goehunt for a 
15 Tt you Like to catch marterm, “nen rset rtraps 7rorsie: | 
16 YOu. Must’ continue “this onPit 
7 vou Likert. 
18 He says I was not the only one 
Eo whom my father taught these things to. All of the 
20 native people, all of their fathers have taught them 
21 these things. That is how we make our living, from 
OD: what we have heard and from what we have been taught. 
oe He says, I am not speaking for 
ae just the people in this community. I am talking for 
25 | all of those people who are still living off of the 
26 land, and all of the Northwest Territories. | 
27 You' know) I guesSYhe is emeerring 
28 | to all of the people. 
29 The old people, and our ancestors 
30 have taught us four major"things; that “is "the setting 
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30 You know, you have to defend 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo 

1 of nets, hunting, trapping, and taking care of your 

a neighbor. He says, till the native people, as long as 

3 the native people exist, these four things they will 

4 hold dearly, I guess. | 

5 He says, we will never let 

6 | go of the four things that they have given us. Whateve 
7 the old people have taught them, they can not let that 

8 go. He says, you can not replace what they have taught 
9 you. 

10 The teaching by receiving jobs 
ti The things that they taught you are irreplaceable. He 
qe says, that is why, when we talk about our land and how 
13 important it is and why we should maintain that land, 
14 he says, that is the reasons we are giving here. 

15 And sometimes, the young receive 
16 jobs from the white people. He says, sometimes they | 
17 do their job very well. But still they quit and come | 
18 back because they enjoy working the bush more than 
19 holding on to their jobs. 
20 He says, and sometimes a white 
ay man, if an Indian person doesn't work good for them the 
22 fire them too. But although they are fired , they can 
23 always go back to the bush. They can always make money 
24 Lavine Volt of the push. 
25 And he says that that is why 
ie the land is so important to them, that they can always 
v4) use it, you know, during hard times. He says, so when 
28 we are talking about land, you know, we can't just let 
29 itigo) gjust..like: that. 
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yourself. 

Gregory Shea has given you 
evidence about the:seismic lines and about a lot of 
dead beavers. He says, and that it is true. He says 
that all of the native people, want their neighbors to 
live well, to eat well. 

He says, we don't want our 
neighbor to have no food. He says, white man and the 
native people exist today because they eat. You can 
not survive without eating. And he says that, when you 
are talking about doing things to this land, and what 
good it will do for us, and it's--what good it will do 
for yourself, he says, it should be talked about. 

You know, what he is saying is 
that when--that there should be a lot of things said 


before something is, you know, any major developments 


come through you know, it should be talked among, 
between those two people, the white man and the native 
people. 

And you should be able to 
understand each other, because both--any type of human 
beings, you know, like the only way that they live is 
by eating. 

The native people don't only 
share amongst themselves, he says there was one white 
man who lived amongst us. His name was Jack Raymond. 
He went to Johnny Hoe River with us. He says, he had 
no money. He had five pounds of flour and that is 
supposed to last him for the whole year that they spent 


at Johnny Hoe River. 
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1 And even that five pounds of 

2 flour, it wasn't even full. Before the end of November 

3 there was no flour: They had no more fa ccre And had 

4 nothing-stoeat. ons 

> So they set nets, but they 

6 didn't know how to set. nets. So they had 12 dogs and 

7 before December 20th, six of those dogs starved. 

8 At the time that he was talkin 
9 about, there was a lot of people living in Johnny Hoe. 
10 And he says Jack Raymond and his family had no more 

fy food...fAnd. they. had only six dogs.left « And: heyisays, 
12 for five months, we shared our food with them. And 
13 January to April, we fed them, we fed their dogs. And 
14 then at the end of April, with their six dogs, they 
15 went) £0u Fort: Radilumr to, find, a. job. 
16 They have a job and they make | 
17 money. But we never ask them to pay us back for all 
18 the five months that we took care of them. 
19 He says, that this is what our 
20 ancestors taught us. You know the kind of sharing 
21 we had with Jack Raymond. He says, and all of the people 
22 here know that. He says, the white man and the native 
23 people, no difference. We share our food. 
24 Like our father taught us, we 
e2 | always share what we have. We don't want any damages 
26 | done . Because like then, the sharing and the stuff 

27 like that, the parents have taught them might be broken 
28 And he says, we don't want that to happen. We want to 
29 be able to live the way we have always been living. 


30 And he says, that all of the 
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people in the world they have bosses, they have leaders 
And under those leaders, do they decide anything. 

He says, even I, if I wanted 
to go somewhere, I have to ask Chief George Kodakin to 
let him know that I want to go there. 

The white people have decided 
to put a pipeline up this way. And they have made a 
lot of seismic lines. And all of these things happen 
behind our backs. He says, he is going back to saying 
that poisons were put on this land, like he said before 
and before--he gave you that evidence, I think, about 
the poisons. 

He says, a lot of thousands of 
fur died that way. A lot of animals died that way. 
And he says that before they placed those poisons, ea 
should have asked the native people there. Naturally 
the answer would have been no. But at least, they 
asked us. And all of these things happened behind our 
backs. 

He says that whatever he said 
was for the future. And the animals is what the people 
help and feed each other with. And that animals, those 
animals are di ckheGartitg ! He says, even if a white 
Man came to our land and he didn't have anything to 
eat, we will help them. And that is the only way that 
we will help them is by sharing what we have got with 
them. And usually it means feeding the other person. 

And that when the seismic com- 
panies want to put seismic lines here and there, he 


says, it would be nice if they asked us, because we 
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1 could tell them, well, we see, we have our fish lake 

Z here and we have our trapping areas here. And there 

a will be an understanding there. 

4 But that doesn't happen all of 

5 the time. So what he is saying is that that whatever 

6 type of work should be done, should be shared with the 

i) : native people whom it concerns. 

a And they should be the ones 

9 to decide where it should be. 

10 The southern part from Franklin, 
by from the southern part, there is a bay, and there is 

2 no name for it. So we usually call it Bomb Bay. And 
3 it means, that is a translation from English, from 
14 Slavey. 
5 S50 4b wall icadl it Bomb Bay), : 
16 I will refer to it as Bomb Bay. He says that, two | 

| 





19 somewhere, but there was a storm, and there was no food 
yA0) and they got lost during the night. They didn't know 
Pap where they were going. And by accident they came by 

22 where our camp was. So we took care of them for two 

2 days. We fed them, we fed their dogs. 

24 He says, this is what we nativ 


2p people help each other with. That is food, we feed 





26 each other. He says, all of the times that we spent, 
oz that they spent oar us, we don't ask them for money. 
28 And this is the way of the native people. 

22 All of the native people have 


30 been taught by their ancestors, to share with each othe 





dy? white men left Fort Franklin and at that time, they 
18 were living there. And I guess they were on, going 
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And that sharing is, by feeding and helping your neigh- 
bors who are in need. We don't want this to change, 

he says. Not only did they teach us that, they taught 
us how to trap. They taught us how to fish, and they 
taught us how to hunt. 

And these four things that the 
have taught us, we hold on to them. It means a lot 
CORUS.< He says, we want to be consulted before any 
seismic lines or any development happens in our land. 
There is a lot of damage done to it already. And we 
don't want any more. 

He says, and it is good that 
you came, because these ideas that we give you, you 
can share with the boss, meaning the Canadian governmen 
or all of those people who it involves. 

He says that we, he hopes ene 
the ideas that they have given you will give you some- 
thing to feed them back with. And he says that this 
little girl that came up here this morning to tell you 
about how she has been taught to collect brushes and 
put it on the floor, he says, this is how we teach our 
children. 

He says, that is all for then. 

He can't predict the kind of 
death that awaits you. But it is nice of you to come 
all of the way from Ottawa. And that they are happy 
for you that you came. They are happy for you that 
you participated in the dance. And that, with this 
speech, it is like saying farewell to you. And that he 


is just saying that he is very happy that you came. 
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Victor Dolphus 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Sir. 

A When you return to Ottawa 
you will probably tell your wife that you danced amongs 
the native womens in Franklin. 

(WITNESS ASIDE.) 

THE INTERPRETER: He says his 
name is Victor Dolphus. 

VICTOR DOLPHUS' (Sworn /-= 
Interpretation.) He says he was born in 1921, November 
7th, and he is 53 years old. 

He says that we native people 
are poor people. And our only means of survival is by 
using the land and the animals. He says, you saw the 
show yesterday in which you saw a little girl dancing. 
He says, that is how we were raised. That is when our 
fathers decided to take us out into the bush and teach 
us. And he says this is the way of the native people. 

And he says, when we talk abou 
how important the land is to us, and why we don't want 
any damages, we are speaking the truth. 

When we talk about the animals 
he says, the animals may grow on ote land, he says. 
But we have no control on the animals. Sometimes you g 
moose hunting hoping to get that moose but sometimes 
you don't get that food. And there is nothing left 
at home, but you return. You return home without that 
moose. 

ANd he says the net is the 


same way, the fish is the same way. He says, we migh 
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Te ee ere Victor Dolphus 

a be hungry, so we set the nets. He says, but we are 

2 not sure, you know, that it will feed us. 

3 He says, sometimes you go out 

4 to the net, hoping that you get some fish. And there 

5 is nothing. But you still return with a hungry stomach 

6 | back to where you have nothing. 

7 The same thing goes for trapping. 

8 He says, you may set a trap, but if the, if the marten 

9 or the fur doesn't pass, doesn't use that path, youdon' 
10 come home with marten. He says, you have no money and 
sl although there is a lot of things at the stores and 
12) stuff like that, because you have no money, you still 
13 | remain hungry. 

14 He says, that is why we native 
15 people talk about why, you know, this is their main 

| 

16 reason why we native people don't talk, native people | 
Neh talk about why we don't want any destruction on our | 
18 animals or on our land. 
19 Sometime he grows a garden. 
20 And they grow that garden, they work on it. And they 
oi eat well off of it. They receive as much as they want 
ce from that garden. And when he has a job, he can be 
23 assured for working one hour that he will receive some 
24 sort of wages. And with that wages, they can go and 
25 buy some things and buy their food and eat well. 
26 We native people are ina 
2] completely different situation. He says, so when we 

28 talk about how important our land is to us, how impor- 
23 tant our animals are to us, it is, we are talking in 


30 terms of , you know, well, he is saying that nothing, 
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sry dtig at Victor Dolphus 
i ~ should happen to the way of life of the native people, 
2 because we are in a completely different situation. 
3 Look at the condition of the 
4 ice now. Tteisnot all of us that have money, a lot 
5 of us have debts at the Bay. And he says, so when a 
6 native person is hungry, they can set the net and they 
7 know they eat well, just from that net. 
8 Thateis how tdpiticult, bhatt 
9 is how hard life can be for the native people. You know, 
10 you don't always have things available for you. So 
rd that is when we talk about the animals and the land, 
12 he says, we look, it is the only means of survival, and 
3 so when we talk about that, you know, we really are 
14 expressing ouratrue feelings to you. 
5 He says, that we may look like 
16 it or it may seem. that we are blaming the white man 
pi for the decreasing of the animals. He says, but we | 
18 are illiterate, we can't read or write, and we don't 
Io know, you know. So we are finding reasons for why we 
20 think the animals are decreasing. 
22 In 1947, there used to be a 
22 lot of caribou on the lake here. And then in 1948 and 
a3 1949 there was a seismic line and made right in the 
24 | path of those caribou. And when we say that the seismi 
25) lines are bad for the animals, and that all of the oil 
26 | spills are bad for the animals, we are telling you 
27 the truth. 
28 He says now there is a winter 
29 road made from Fort Radium all of the way to Fort Ray 


30 region. And he says that also caused a lot of decrease 
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ssi HSS Rea ial Victor Dolphus 
i in the caribou and all of the animals. The fishing is 
2 the same way. There is eight lodges on the Great Bear 
3 Lake. And that is ‘the cause of the decrease in fish, 
4 he says. 
5 I have worked for these lodges 
6 for seven years. He says, for seven years he has worked 
7 | with the tourists. And sometimes you have to throw, 
8 as long as it doesn't get into the throats, as long as 
9 the fish hooks doesn't get into the throats, you have 
10 to throw the fish back. But you only kill a fish when 
de] it is, you know, it touches its throat. 
e2 And sometimes he says, the 
d3 fish may be more harmed, than you know, the fish may be 
14 more harmed than we think but we still have to throw . 
1-5 DACK, | 
16 And he says, the fishes, I | 
i7 have worked on the fish, he says. And sometimes there | 
18 is blood coming out of Ene mouth and stuff like that. | 
L9 But he says, it didn't touch the throat so you have to 
20 throw it back. So you throw it back, he says. But 
ot there is no doctors available for those fish in the 
he water when you eric it back. And he says, with this 
23 in mind, he think that is why he says that the see 
24 | of the decrease in the fish. 
Pe He says that the animals, the 
26 government decided that the wolves were killing off a 
27 lot of animals. So they decided to put poison on our | 
28 lands and they can kill off the wolves. 
29 He says that since then the 
30 fur has been been decreasing. And now it is really hard , 
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PALS Bp RHTEN GS AT Victor Dolphus 
a teouget fanysstur around: herewd:Oni top lof that toosithe 
2 seismic crew have made all kind of seismic lines 
3 that is one of the biggest reasons for the decrease in 
4 fur . 
2 If we were to do the same thin 
6 to the white man and on their land, what will they have 
7 to say to us? Since 1921, this is the first time the 
8 native people have decided to make special requests of 
e) the government. 
10 | We don't want any more damages 
aka that is why we are pleading to them. We are talking 
qa2 about the dam and all of the damages that will happen 
43 if the dam is built, we are telling you the truth, he 
14 says. 

Even on a small lake or a smal 
creek,when a beaver builds its dam, you know, the ar) 
increases unbelievable, it can be three times as much 
as the actual, the actual situation of where the lake 
has been . 

He says that we native people 
what we have been taught by our ancestors, that is the 
only thing that we know. And that is what we are talki 
on. 

When we talk about how important 
how land is, he says, we are talking for the future, 
Ghats aks: all ithatowe; havesfor the future, so whenrwe 
talk to you in this manner, we are talking for just tho 
two things. I 


I am not the only person that 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L.TD. Victor Dolphus 
BURNABY 2, B.C. Ait lenis 
1 ice. He says, I have a hundred dollar bill at the Bay, 
2 I can't charge any more. IygGOu up CO.eac nothing this 
3 morning. And when I go home, I will still have nothin 
4 to eat. 
5 And he says, that I am not the 
6 | only person in that situation here. We are talking in 
‘| terms of building the dam, the pipeline and the highway 
8 He says, look at my situation now. These three major 
) developments that you are talking about. Think of what 
10 will happen then, what will happen to the native people 
dd Think of the situation then. 
Ag ALT Of the intormation that 
13 we gave you, we hope that when you reach back to Ottawa 
14 you will pick out all of the important things and support 
15 | OUle case Co the Canadian government. “That is abl that | 
16 | he has to say to you because there are a lot of people 
17 here and they will never get a second chance to talk 
18 COnVOU. 
7 So" he says, this 18° ala that 
20 I have to say. I am expressing my own self. 
Zak THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
hd Mr. Dolphus. 
23 (WITNESS ASIDE.) 
24 OLD ELEMIE: Sworn. 
25 OLD ELEMIE: (Interpretation. ) 
26 He says he is going to tell you about the old prophet. 
27 And he says that that old prophet lived amongst, like 
28 you know, when he can remember, he lived with them for 
29 two years. 


30 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 
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hh (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Please 

, continue on. 

4 | A He says that in the old 

5 days you know, a lot of people mention the old days. 

| tents and that, this is today,Ahe says.e« Buteinhthe 

4 | old days, there were no tents. 

All of the old people when 

9 they traveled, they traveled with caribou hide, made 

ie, things like caribou hide blankets and trousers and parkas 
a and every thing was made of caribou hide. And he says 
49 that whenever we traveled, and that all of the time 
42 | that his father lived, he only remembered him to have h 
V4 two traps made by the white man. The rest was all 
15 wooden traps. | 
16 HE said we even had socks se 
1 by out caribou hide, with the fur on it. That is the : 
18 inside of the socks they used. He says, when we went 
19 off trapping, sometimes we went five to six days. And 
20 there was only three of them that traveled off like 
2) tha, toecrap. 
2? All of the time that we were 
3 traveling too, we have to keep, carry our food on our 
24 | backs. We have to carry the traps, we have to carry 
25 the, you know, the fish they grind it up and that is 
om Sort ofdthe baitefor te place ontthestraps. & Wewhad to 
» eanry fthat; 
28 |i And you carry a blanket. And 
29 you know like they didn't have very much things, so 

30 do you know how a muzzle loader works? 
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i THE INTERPRETER: I am confused 
2 because he mentions three different things and you know, 
3 I think it is their gunpowder, their lead and the 
4 container? He says that they only have five of each 
5 when they travel. 
6 A All of the time that they 
3 travel too, they don't, they don't set nets. They just 
8 carry their food that they need, you know, just for that 
9 short.of, time. 
10 THE . INTERPRETER: I am really 
Li confused, you see. He is talking about old traps and I 
13 don't know how old traps work. I guess apparently when 
13 after they set those wooden traps, they don't recover 
14 them. But only two traps that are made by white man do 
15 they take those back. | 
16 A But he says that they | 
: By weren't allowed to use those for--the white-made pS 
18 He was uSing snowshoes. In those days, he says, we 
19 only carried a blanket. But the blankets were full of 
20 holes, you know, because that is all that they had. 
a He said he saw his grandfather 
22 make a bowl out of wood. He questioned his grandfather, 
23 how are you going to cook fish in that? And he says, 
24\||  +x.YnAis grandfather replied by saying that you place the 


EL Shea Tied te, you know, you put it a distance froma 
faxrevandiit cooks. He says, I guess that's how my 
grandfather cooked the fish. 

He says, grandfather lived for 
about two years after. And he is teaching him things. 


And he says that, his grandfather made a knife with a 
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4 rock. And they had to file and shape the rocks, you 

2 know, break it up and make it shaped. 
a And he says, they also used 

4 wooden knives. They had a wooden knife and a rock- 

2) made knife. But in those days, he says, they had one 

6 blanket and they used it continuously. And there was 

7 a lot of holes in those blankets. 

8 He saw his grandfather carry 

9 a muzzle loader around. And he asked his grandfather, 
10 how much did it take to buy that? And he says that 

11 his grandfather said that he had brought fifty marten, 
12 but that wasn't enough. So he had to borrow three more 
oe from somebody else. And that also allowed him to get 

14 30 gunpowder. .-But' that doesn't include the lead and th 
15 container. 
16 | That was such a long time. That 
17 is all that. he has to say2 | 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
19 sire’ 
20 CHIEF KODAKIN: (Resumed--Inter- 
21 pretation.) My people have told you how important the 
22 land is to them, how they use the land. And how their 
23 ancestors have taught them. And what value it has to 
24 them. And he says that they have given you enough for 
a | you to form in your own mind, you know, the kind of 
26 | information that they gave to you, you know, give you 
28 He has just got one thing else 
29 


to say and then the end of the hearing. 


27 some sort of idea of my people. 
30 He said that that 1921 Treaty, 
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people. He says, that was not part of the bargain in 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Chief Kodakin 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

1 when the native people, when the white people were 

2 negotiating with the native people, he says that was 

3 the first introduction of chiefs. 

4 And he says that the governmen 

5 was present, and the government in return was like a ‘ 

6 | chief. HE says, together we made a law. And that law 

7 || was that as long as the sun rises and the river flows. 

8 Because we are talking about 

9 Our animals and our land and our people today. They 

10 told us then that nothing will change. That law will 

x1 not be broken. 

12 All over the Northwest Territor- 
i3 ies, there are chiefs and the chiefs talk and they plan 
14 and they discuss amongst the people, which it represent 
15 and the decision that he comes up with is for the good | 
16 of the people. | 
17 And he decides for them, after} 
18 talking with them and stuff like that, and he arrives 
19 at a conclusion of what should be done for the good of 
20 the people. 
a+ At che Treaty in 1921, there 
22 was government representatives, and these government 
oo representatives were like chiefs. ‘And there were also 
24 native people there. And there was also a native chief 
25 | representing the people. 

26 And the decision was made there, 
27 he says. But the government today, is sort of overlooking 
28 all of the decisions made there and is deciding what 

29 should happen up north, without consulting the native 

30 
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1 LO2L6 

2 He says my people have given 

3 you a lot of their ‘comments and their personal feelings 
4 and how they feel about things. It is when we are 

5 asking for--to be specific, when they are asking for 

6 | this piece of land, which means 450,000 square miles, 

7 he says, we are asking for that so that we can continue | 

8 our traditional way of lite. 

9 And we can teach our children 
10 how to use that land, the way we have been taught. 
da All of the things he has men- 
12 | tioned is the way of the native people. And they would 
3 like to continue the way their ancestors have lived. 
14 And that a white man's way is to discover gold mines, 
1.5 to discover minerals and to get oil. Thateiscwhatstheir ., 
1G | bossitoldaétheme@keThatiis their%job< 
17 But as a chief, his job and | 
18 his people's job is to continue on the way of the nativd 
19 people. To carry on the traditional way of life and 
20 that is their job. He is sort of describing two job 
24 descriptions there. One of the Canadian government 
22 and one of the native peoples' ways. 
23 We want to carry on the tradi- 
24 tional way of life. We want our land to remain the 
209 way it is for our use. And he says, when we are asking 
| for 450,000 square miles, that is what we are asking 
27 fox. 
28 He says that we want to be abl 
29 to survive. And the government and now the white people 


30 are not talking about the pipeline. And that, when he 
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Bi is talking, he is expressing his fears. He says that 
2 he is not just talking for the people of Fort Franklin. 
3 He says, we are talking for the people, the native people 
4 all over this north. 
5 | He says, they don't want the 
_ pipeline. Why don't--he is asking a question. Why 
7 | don't they want a pipeline? 
8 He says that the answer to tha 
9 question is that the native people know how it is going 
10 to be built. The damage is going to be done to the 
Neat native people. The damage it is going to do to the 
A BY land, the damage it is going to do to the animals. 
ee | Last month or this month, he 
US: 


| 
14 doesn't know it, the right date, but he says that the 
word has gone around that there is some arsenic poisoning 


16 in the Slave Lake region and that arsenic poisoning was | 
uy, only discovered after a woman died. | 
18 And now you can, you hear a 
12 lot of stories about that arsenic poisoning. And he 
20 says that water moves, and there is a lot of creeks 
at going to that Slave Lake. And yet, they are talking 
22 about the arsenic poisoning in that lake, you know. 
23 I think he was trying to say 

%: 
24 something, you know, I think he was just trying to poin 
a out the arsenic poisoning in that lake. 
26 | He says they are talking about 
” the building of the pipeline. He says, this is a cold 
28 country. He says that around town, you see little 
30 all of these pipes, where they are joined together, in 


29 pipes, you know, sewage pipes, water pipes. He says, 
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J the wintertime it is so cold that it leaks, you know. 

2 Although the people who are working at it really try 

3 | hard not to make it leak, it still leaks. 

4 And in the winter time you see 

3 Oil on top of the snow and stuff, like that, from where 
6 | it leaks. He says, in the spring time, in the summer 

7 time, you can see an area around the joints where all 

8 | treo” roy 

7 He says, I am not talking from 
10 just from my point of view. He says, this is what ne 
Ll of the native people in this community see. 
Liz He is using that little small 
13 pipe in comparison to the pipeline. He says, that this 
14 is about 3 or 4 inches. You are talking about 3 or 4 
15 inches, the width of these pipes. He says, now think 
16 of the three and four feet that you are talking about, | 
17 and the pipe you are building the pipeline. | 
18 He ‘Says, that Like’ if thise oul 
19 Spllde leaks out and” stutt like that, Zt will cover at 
20 least 1500 feet around the land. And he says, we know 
21 that. You know, we know the danger involved in trying 
22 toebuild@*the* pipeline. 
23 We are talking about leaks in 
24 the pipeline at the joints. He says, now suppose there 
25 was an oil spill, you know, the busting of the pipeline 
26 | somewhere. “And he says, that in our land, in™our count 
27 it is very cold. And sometimes, underneath the ground 
28 even if you bury that pipeline, underneath the ground 
29 there is areas where there is ice in the ground. And 
30 | ifPthat*breaksveit "creates sort Of a split in the eed 
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l And suppose that happens there 
2 He says, it is very cold and you know, this is one of 
the dangers, you know. He says, now think of the oil 
Spill. Suppose there was an oil spill. It would cove 
at least 20 miles. 

He says, is the oil company 
going to replace that? Are they going to be able to 
replace all of the land that they have damaged? And 
if there is an oil spill, are the oil companies going 
to, rerfix that, land? Are they going to wash with soap 
so they can wash away the oil on that spill? 

He says that if that oil spill 
occurs, it will destroy animals, it will do, you know, 
sort of destroy the people. The traditional way of 
life. And he says that all of the people have thought 
about that, they have discussed it, you know, several 
times. 

And he says that all of my 
people don't want the pipeline. My people have told me 
that they do not want the pipeline. They do not want 
the dam and they do not want the highway. He says, 
that Bear River is used as a road, as means as transpor 
taba.on « 

He says, my people have told 
me that we want land settlements before any major devel 
opment. And that Still stands. And that, after 
the land settlement , if the pipeline and the highway 
is still something that hasn't been done talked about, 
well, then after the land settlement, maybe we can talk 


about it. But not before the land settlement. 
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Mi He says that my people have 

2 expressed their feelings to you. They have told you 
ae that no land settlement before any major development. 

4 And he says that, you know, that they feel good because 

5 now that their feelings Have been told. That they shared 

6 | this with you. 

7| So he says that this is their 

8 closing remarks for Fort Franklin. 

2 | He says we have provided you 
10 with maps and you have asked to take the maps. And we 
a let you take them. And now he says that he is going to 
iz give you a present from the people. 
aS THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
14 very much, Chief Kodakin. And members of the Council 
1S and let me thank all of you who attended our three si fal 
16 |. of hearings. And all of you who spoke, because I | 
Ly learned from each one of you who came here to tell me : 
18 what was on your mind. To tell me how you feel about 
LY the pipeline proposal. 

20 I will be thinking about what 
2d you have said, along with what people are telling me in 
22 each community and what is being said to me at Yellow- 
20 knife. I will be thinking about all of those things. 
24 During this Inquiry and when I have to decide what my 
25 report to the Government, and my recommendations to the 
26 Government will be. 

ad And I should thank you, Chief, 
28 and all of the rest of you, for this present. And say 
22 how much I have enjoyed this visit. IT has been very 
30 


pleasant and I am not used to staying up that late at 
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night, but the drum dances made it worth it. 

So we will adjourn the Inquiry 
then. And the Inquiry will reconvene at Brackett Lake 
an an: hour or two from. now. Thank you very much. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED. ) 
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Brackett Lake, N.W.T. 
vune Zo, 1975 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


FRED GAUDET: Sworn as 
Interpreter 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gaudet 


has been sworn. Will you translate what I say, Mr. 


Gaudet. My name is Judge Berger, I am here to listen 

to what you have to say to me about the pipeline. I am 

visiting each of the communities in the Mackenzie 

Valley to find out what the people think about the pipe 

line and after I have listened to all of you tonight, 

I will be going to Fort Norman so that tomorrow, I 

may listen to what the people there want to say to me 

about the pipeline. 
Southern Canada and the 

United States have a great appetite for oil and gas 


and the pipeline companies say they will build a pipe- 





line to bring oil and gas from the Northwest Territories, 


to bring oil and gas from the Northwest Territories to 
southern Canada and the United States. The government 
of Canada has sent me to the north to listen to what 
the people in the north have to say about this. 

After I have heard what the 
people here in the north have to say, I will make a 
report and recommendations to the Government of Canada. 
After that, it will be up to the Government of Canada 
to decide if they will allow a pipeline to be built, 
to decide what route it will take if it is going to 
bebuilt. So, I am here to listen to you and we can go 


ahead now. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


MR. PAUL ANDREW: Well, Mr. 
Berger, I would like to thank you on behalf of the 
residents of this camp for soning over here to listen 
to what few things that we will say to you. I think 
it is just an indication of a few things here that the 
people really want to live on their land, they don't 


want to have any changes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Before you 


go any further, I better have your full name. 

MR. ANDREW: Paul Andrew. 

PAUL ANDREW: Sworn 

THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 

A I think it is,from what 
we have seen out here, that it is something that the 
people have carried on in the past and they want to 
carry on in the future. And they don't want to give 
up their way of life, they don't want damages of any 
form happening to the land. they have always lived 
in and that they want to keep their culture, and live 
as Slavey people and they want to keep it this way 
and the proposed pipeline, I think they will tell you 
this, as soon as I am finished here, that this is 
not the best proposal they ever heard. I think they 


want to see the land settlement prior to any form of 


development because they have used this land for many, 


many centuries, but I would make my official -- 
my presentation in Fort Norman, so I would let them 
carry on from here. 

JOHN BLONDIN: Sworn 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. John Blondin 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 read it in English, it's a little too long for me to 
D translate. 
3 A | Well, building up the 
4 dam, we think about the James Bay, what has happened. 
5 Number one. The Great Bear 
6 River would be lost as a source for fish and also for 
7 travelling. Animal life all around the area would be 
8 changed. The valuable beaver and ratting areas along- 
9 Side the river would he lost. The same thing is true 
10 for moose and for cariboo herds. The flooding that 
kal would happen would put all of their feeding areas 
Ip around and under water. Even the settlement of Fort 
a) Franklin would be partially under water because the 
14 dam would raise the level of water on Great Bear Lake | 
1S and flood the area all around the lake, because the 
16 land is flat. A vast amount of land would be under 
17 water. What about the Brackett Lake area? We are 
18 very sure it will be flooded too.. It is a flat area 
19 too. How many animals will die and fish and fur. 
20 Fish spawn only in shallowwater. Big whale too go 
2a to shallow water on the 15th of August. This is numbe 
22 one. 
23 Number seven. Arctic Gas 
24 said in Ottawa during May, 1974, that it doesn't need 
25 power from the Great Bear Dam, in fact, they would 
26 prefer not to use it at all, and thereby solve the 
27 whole problem, Said Arctic Gas' lawyer, Mike Goldie, 
28 They want to use their own gas from the pipeline to 
22 create the power that is needed and they have asked 
30 Ottawa for a pipeline to be run using its own gas. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Blondin 


This is number seven. 

This is number eight now. 
Pipelines that are built Aree south are all run by 
using their own gas for power. Huge projects such as 
the Great Bear Dam are not built for these other pipe- 
lines. 

Number nine. The government 
has said over and over again, that the people of the 
north must come first. What's it mean? Now the 
people know that words like this are worth nothing. 

Here is number 10. So Mr. 
Chretien is fighting hard against it. He has 
threatened to take the whole project to court to stop 
any damage that might happen to Indian land. Also in 
James Bay itself , which is a very similar situation, 
as in the Northwest Territories, Mr. Chretien has give 
large amounts of money to the native people to try and 
stop the James Bay Dam by going to court. The 
court case is still continuing with the help of money 
from Mr. Chretien and yet the government has asked 
the same engineering company that looked into both the 
Churchill and James Bay projects, a company by the nam 
of Crippen and Associates, to do the planning for the 
Great Bear Dam. 

None of these ten statements 
above make native people very happy. It may make them 
think seriously about how much the government cares 
for their future. It makes the people wonder whether 
anything the government says or does is really true. 


It looke to many people that the government is trying 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Blondin 

A to trick the people and destroy their proud way of 

2 life. This is just like the trickery of the days when 

3 the treaties were ee 

4 In the south, native people 

5 were tricked by government and lost. Now they live 

6 | on crowded reserves. In the north, natives cannot 

1 be and will not be tricked anymore. For the government 
8 and its little men to think it can go ahead with such 

9 destructive projects as the Great Bear River Dam is 

10 sheer foolishness andtere is a problem that I just sail 
LL a few words about. About the pipeline, I am still 
12 | saying the pipeline is to make lots of trouble in our 
wall land, not riht away, but a few years later. It will 
14 work good at the start, but not all the time. Why? 
15 Because the time I worked for the N.T. at the Bear 
16 River Rapids, when they pumped the oil nine miles across 
17 Portage, it worked good at the start,when it is warm. | 
18 Bute? the fall, when 1t 15 cold, 1 don't work so good: 
19 And the heavy oil broke the pipeline lots of times. 
20 it is only nine mides. | What “lusaid,-liewill be’ tots o 
21 trouble. Jealous make lot of trouble not getting along 
22 good to each other, the pipeline is a very big thing, 
23 that's what I'm thinking about. 
4 There is another thing I woul 
25 like to say about it. About the oil, who found the oil? 
aigt What year was it found in? 1916. What was the name o 
27 the man that found the oil, it was our own father, 

28 Francise Nineye, the first guy that found oil there. 
29 When he found the oil, what did he do with the sample 
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he 


fail and he brought it out into Fort Norman. That 








same summer that my dad brought the sample into Norman, 
3 my dad had an accident and died that summer. 

4 Now the white people turn 

° around and claim they found the oil in 1922. My dad 

6! Was the. firec..dguy, that, found that ‘o1i an I1916.; He. was 
? staying right at where Norman Wells is now, and they 

8 had about five or six log shacks, they were living there 
9 trapping. They weretrapping and hunting there for 

10 a living. He took the sample of that oil ina lard 

11 kettle and brought it into Fort Norman. He gave it 
12 to Gene Gaudet, the Hudson's Bay Manager and he sent 
13 it out on the ne it mt be a boat, there was no 
ia planes there and we ae heard of that oil again 
1s and we never got the lard kettle back. And that's what 
a he thinks about the oil and Norman Wells. His dad el 
i the first guy that discovered the oil but he got : 
a in an accident and he died. His dad never could do 
ae anything about it again, there is no record. 
= White people came and they found oil in 1922. 
” Ir’ would like to tell you a bout 
ae 1910 and 1912, around there he says. I have written i 
= all down ona. piece, of paper, .buc i lost.2t, it's in 
= town. You will be going to Norman and I'll go in two 
ro days and I muld tell you the story there. 
ss When we say the white people 
sa are really ruining oux Imd, we mean Willow Lake. He 
= said from here to Norman the Bear River it's a small 

a area, and that's how much the white people make roads 
a for seismic. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LD. John Blondin 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

ihe THE COMMISSIONER: Are there, 

2 Mr. Blondin, are these -- oh, I see, there's a legend 

5 here which shows which are seismic cuts and which are 

4 winter roads. Can we keep this? 

5 A Sure. 

6 || THE COMMISSIONER: This will He 

7 marked an exhibit, a map prepared by Aquitaine Company, 

8 an oil company and it shows seismic cuts and winter 

“) roads, in the vicinity of Great Bear River, from Fort 
10 Norman to Brackett Lake. 

and 

ll A Yes,/there is one place 
2 they were going to make a dam on a lake and they left 
abe it like that and there was a Beaver House just below, 
14 about a mile below the dammed creek, you know, and ne 
hie) left it like that and the Beaver was there, and was | 
16 flooded out, this one here, this is where they had | 
17 dammed this creek, they dammed this creek and there a 
18 a beaver below and the overflow came out because the 
19 water ran over the dam and it flooded and it took out 
20 the beavers. 
a Q What does the red line 
F here indicate? 
on A That is the road, that's 
24 the place where my people go, where we were going, thi 
25 is Nahanni Lake and here is a Fish Lake and here is 
26 a little mountain, it's got a bad name, I can't say it 
27 my people know it. 

28 THE COMMISSIONER: Can we 
29 keep this map? 

30 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


1 THE COMMISSIONER: This will 


ho 


be marked as an exhibit too, and made part of the 





3 record. Do you mind marking with your pencil where, 
4 the point where you say the lake was obstructed, just : 
> mark it on there. The mark here is north of the Great 
6 | Bear River. 
A Just here. 
8 Q Due west of Mount Charleg. 
2 (AQUITAINE MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-25) 
10 (SECOND MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-26) 
Ji A In, Nogman,uus ly) telLlwvou 
12 about this old timer, how he was living and lived and 
13 you know, everything, I have it down. It won't be 
14 true, you know, you know I take the time, I have it 
Be) all there, it was a long time you know, since 1910, | 
16 I was small. | 
1? THE COMMISSIONER: You know that 
18 statement you were reading from, that paper you read, 
19 Mr. Blondin, could you let me keep that? 
20 A Sure, that's what I made 
21 Wer ghiox. 
22 (STATEMENT OF MR. JOHN BLONDIN MARKED EXHIBIT C-27) 
23 THE INTERPRETER: You want to 
24 keep it for yourself -- he likes to keep a copy of all 
re the things that he says. 
26 THE COMMISSIONER: We will 
27 send you copies of the map of the Aquitaine Company 
28 | and the map that you gave me showing where the lake wa 
29 obstruced and we will also mark your written statement 
30 an exhibit and we will send you a copy back. 


Siiw eit? -:aaMOTeerMMOD SH a a 
ond 30 ‘gasq ebsm bas ,ooe stdidxe an oni bansiiysi 
“youeriw Lhoneq TuOy” dsiw pattem Baim’ yoy od .Pxre9e% 
| dent .betouxtedo esw oilsl ont yse voy otedw dalog 6Ht 
jsexd oft 2o- dixon a a1ed Axsm edT sexodt mo ti axem 
d . -tevih xed 









OR STE KB: OR See ae OTD ange 
«pelxsdd -savoM to Jaew ava 5 a me 91 1A, pas 
(@8-D \TIAINKA GANTAM GAM AUIATIUQA) 
; ((a8-9  PtetHKa aaxiaM dam auoome) 
voy [fest If't _ nenrcou ar - A 
ge 6 Bavil bas paivil 2ew en won ,tomls blo” uldst tgods 
| ed +'now tI .awob $i oved I ,pnidsytove ,wond soy 
‘+i o¥ed IL .omit-ont sled I wond voy. \woud oY , outs 
~OLeL somksa ,wond voy emis pnol .s Baw ti ,o1ed3 iis 


Lise asw I 


¥ 
| 
| 

me wonnk voY  sHEIVOLLeIMMOD ART 
, S07 BOY I9qg8q tents .mtox 2 pittbsot Siew voy tinremetsse 
te Ststt qoext em tel soy blyoo \atbnola - tM 
|ebsa I saw e'’steds ,e1ve A | | 


~tot tt 


($9 PESIEXS GEMAAM “IGWOTE MHOL .AM 20: THRMETATE) . 


os 2nsw woY ;ASTEASGASTVI ART 
{2 20 vq00"% goo oF naHtt al o= ALeeioy xoRhtE goad 
ale oa icin epnids orls 


: 


{[Liw ov :ATMOLSBIMMOO BHT 
mosh ontaa shigh ane te ae odd oe eaeacainenionan 
sw ssi ods stetlw pmiwote om evap voy tsd3 qem edo bas 
tnemetaie nettiw xwoy Aiem ovls [liw ow bas babextedo 
tesa iy ta, Rig ER me Soe, TEAL 


i) ce 


a ‘ 
a - oa j : 











oon w we mH 


843 


Seta earn John Yakaleya 
1 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
2 JOHN YAKALEYA: Sworn 
> : THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on then. 
4 A He said when he was a young 
> boy his dad used to leave Norman by canoe, they had no 
6 kickers, they used to paddle up river to here. Just ho 
i my dad raised me, from the time I was a kid, is what I 
e want to tell you. 
‘ In those days the only thing 

a we had was a trap line, we used to track and canoe and 

as that's how we used to get up here. We used to track 

i 


from Normanw here. We used to have big birch bark 
canoes and when we got up to where the water is, the 
water, not swift water, we used to take our paddle and 
paddle and come up here. We used to come with a ne 
from there and when we got tired, we used to rest for | 
three or four days. We used to rest for three or four 
days here and after a time, when we thought we could 
carry on and get a little more, paddle in this way, 
we would come to Stone Lake, that's where we used to 
go to, when we got to Stone Lake, at the end, we made 
camp there, and mother and my dad they fis.d everything, 
really make big pack sack. Once all the back packs 
are made, you load them and you put on your backs and 
you go right over to another lake there and you get 
over to the other lake and it is not like now, we don' 
have bannock or butter or milk, it was straight Indian 
grub. 

My dad used to pack a small 


birch bark canoe because he would be taking that to th 





pal | a - 
= ’ a . ak F - 





| (A0L2A eesuTiw) 
meowe . :AYEJAIAY VHOU pf) ooo 3) oh Perak © 
mote t@ YxXI5D _ ATMOLZeI MMOD SEP wa Meginiead) Gal’: vere: 
pivey s esw ond nodw bise of A oe ae eee 
ot bad vodd yedrso yd mamxow Sveel o¢ Beew BBB ald yod 
a tevt .eszed oF Nes qu slbbsq of beau yseds , axeAo in 
| 1 tedw ef biA's aw T emis edt mort ,em Bbeates bab ya 
| -uoy Ifs+ oF Inew 
| pnids yino eft aysb seo? ni | 
Pre bas eGaso bas Aneit oF boew sw ,enil qsxF S esw bert ow 
upsty of beau eW .oted qu tep ot baaw sw wor ated 
Axed aesitit pid over oF boa sW idea q asarsol sort 
eft .el tstew ofd Sxedw oF qu sop sw cenw bas. 2000659 


bas 6lbbsq tuo 9Ast ot boeu ow \t9I75W stiwa jon ,t97s8wW 


| 
| 
| 
prbbes s dtiw amos oF Bee oW an qu emoo bas slbbsq 
| “ot geex OF boew ow , bouts $08 ow nedw bas oxodt mox3 
| xyot xo sett tot teet oF beev SW .aysh xwot to esidt 
| bluoo ow tdipvods ew medw emis 6 setts 5ns ered aysb 


vyaw aidd mt efbbeq ,etom elisil 8 Joep bas lo YXI5O 


| 


k ebsm ow ,fas eft te .oxad smote oF Jop Sw netw ,ot Op 


od Boaeu ew avedw- e'tedd ,oted anoze oF 9MmoD Bbilyow ew 





rpaidayteve bec i3 yordd Bah yn bus tongom bas ,steds gqmes 
axtosq “Noad oft Ifs gonO0 .Axose ADBg pid sAsm yilsex 
bits etoad ty0y no tq voy bas~ mony Bsol voyllvebam Sth 





tep voy Sns stedd exeI refgore o¢ sevo tdpix op voy 

pi aab ow ‘wor Btit ton ef 3i bas edel xeslto ody o¢ 19Vv0 

_mstBat sdptexte saw 4: .ALLm 30 wedsdd “Xo Aoonnad eves 
/ .di1 

{fame 5 tong 02 Beau Gib YH ae 

o+ tet paises of Sivdw SH Seuszed sonso Xasd Hoztd 





844 
John Yakaleya 


ALLWEST REPORTING L.-TD. 
BURNABY 2, 8.C. 








1 other lake. It is quite a sized lake but we just had 
2 one little birch bark canoe and my dad would take most 
3 of the stuff into the little canoe and paddle all the 
4 way around until we got to the good fishing ground and 
5 my mom and me we would pack all the way along the shore 
6 We used to get rabbit and stay there. My dad used to 
7 set all the nets, got quite a bit of fish and my mother 
8 | wuld be making dried fish. All we had was meat, We 
9 used to have just a little bit of, wht you call those, 
10 how do you call them, pellets, just a few for ducks. 
Ld And pellets were little round things about that big and 
2 that wasn't many, but he says in those days, we used to 
13 | shoot ducks all summer long. We didn't have very much 
14 pellets so my dad used to try and hunt chicken but he 
15 didn't have enough so my dad used to go down to the 
16 beach and get a bunch of gravel, fine gravel, and we | 
ded could sit there all day taking little rocks out of it | 
18 and shoot with it. All winter long we keep all those | 
LD little stones that I gather up and when he goes hunting, 
20 he takes a little bit of it and shot a few chickens for 
21 us. 
22 When everything freezes up or 
23 something like that, we used to go along the shore 
24 again to another fish lake, where we used to make anothler 
end portage to get to that fish lake again. 
26 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
27 when you say chicken, I am from the south, I know what 
28 I think a chicken is. Do you mean a pheasant? 
29 A Grouse. My dad used to 


30 take us to that Tache Lake and we make our main camp 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Yakaleya 
ai there and we start trapping from there. Don't have 
5 very much tobacco and my dad used to get maybe three 
2 bars of nigger , he Pada it, little black things abou 
4 that long, I remember it myself, and the Hudson's Bay 
5 used to give us about a handful of tea for the winter. 
6 | We didn't get very much tea 
7 | so my dad used to dig the snow down about a foot in 
8 the snow, on the muskeg, and dig the muskeg out and 
2 there was some kind of leaf that they got in those 
10 days, we used to make tea out of it. We used it for 
pi tea and my dad used to make, with a little bit of good 
L2 tea, used to mx together to make a little stronger. 
13 We used to live there about all winter, my dad huting 
14 and trapping, and bring some meat home, anything he 
5 could kill. It was a very hard life. | 
16 He said my dad had no trap 
1? like today, all his trap what you call dead fall, 
18 you made it out of spruce trees, call it dead falls 
19 is what my dad used to trap with. He used to go and 
20 never comes back for three or four nights, and he 
a+ didn't have a dog team, he just had a pack sack and 
22} used to pack everything. 
23 When Christmas time come, 
24 we all leave our trap line and go back to Fort Norman. 
2) We used to come from the trap line across this lake, and 
26 across the river, and the lake and my dad used to go 
27 to a place where there was lots of rabbits, and we 
28 put a tent up and we used to snare rabbits quite a 
29 while there, until we got a batch of rabbits. Once we 


30 got quite a bit of rabbit, my dad will take his pack, 
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with dogs we have got and bring the rabbit into town 
sO we could live on. When Christmas came, we would go 
in for Christmas,-we rouls spend Christmas holidays 
in Norman. 

After New Years, we all came 
back to the bush again. I will tell you some more abou 


my dad. There is quite a few of them here wants to do} 





Se Vette talking ya tine Chat wo al ke cal tell vou | 
Lor, now. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
GEORGE DOCTOS: Sworn | 
A I'm not going to say 
very much because everything is on tape and there vie 
be lots of people that will listen to my voice hence 


Lidon wt say too. much. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Don't 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
WOrry about the tape, he will turn-<that off if you want 
Hine to. 

A Leave it on. 

There was a meeting like 
this one here, I never been to one, I have always been 
working someplace else. This is the first time. 

When I was a young kid, 
14 years old, I was just 14 years old and we wer at | 
a lake someplace north and we just about starved, that 
was in the winter too. My grandmother, I was ° staying 


with my grandmother and one of my sisters and only | 


the four dogs. We were all starving and they wanted to 


| 
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L go further north and further north. They had a cache 
2 of fish, that's where they were going to get to that | 
3 fish cache. When we got to the fish cache, we were 4 
4 hungry and in no time all that fish was gone. | 
5 So we had no more, nothing i 
6 | eat, the dogs had nothing to eat, four of my dogs | 
7 starved to death. Our dogs starved and all four | 
8 blankets were rabbit skin blankets, it wasn't a very 
9 good winter too and one tent, so we were coming back 
10 this way. We put my sister on the sled with that 
| rabbit skin to keep her warm and my grandmother and I 
| were pulling her on the sled. My grandmother tied the 
13| Sleigh with a rope and put it all around me here, and | 
14 I was pulling the sleigh with my sister on. My grand-| 
15 | mother had a pole in her hand and she was pushing on | 
16 | the sleigh too. So we were all coming back this way : 
Lf : to Willow Lake, or Norman, someplace, so when we came | 
18 to the end of the day, we had to come and we were | 
19 approaching halfway, we had one pail and put some snow 
20 in it and melt the water and that's all we had to go 
at to bed, straight water. 
22 In the fall before we moved 
ao further north, we had a camp and that's where we got 
24 back to. He said, I remember I caught white fox and 
al I skinned it and I remembered to put the, what you cal 
26 | the carcass on top of the tree, so he said, I thawed 
27 the fox out and cut off the skin and I put in the pail 
28 || of ours and I boiled the fox, We thought we were ahmed 
aS 














having a good meal and thiswas the fox we were eating, 


After we eat the fox, I was kill dog to put in the pail 
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living on it, so we are against it. 


1 So we managed to get to Kelly Lake. When we got back 
2 to Kelly Lake some of the people had a few odd dried fis 
3 there. After we eel a few of that dried fish, to eat, 
4 the people wanted to go into Norman and report that we | 
5 were starving but there was nobody able to go so they 
6 picked me to go to Norman, 50 miles, to bring the news 
4 in with snow shoes. So they were, the folks were a little 
- bit worried about me going alone that far. You see that 
? old woman sitting there, Marina, she volunteered and she 
18 went. It took us two nights to get into Norman, but we | 
ae still got there. So we got into town and there was som 
ie people that we could go to, and they went and those 
13 | people that were living with them, they went out and | 
7" got kind of the Indian agent for the people, and then : 
al sent some boys out with dog teams. | 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: When was | 
zi that, how many years ago? : 
48 A I am 58 years now, I ae 
= 14 years old at the time. 
20 He says what I tell you now, 
at that's what happened to me, it is pretty rugged to live 
22 that way but today I still make my mind and I want to 
23 live in this country, it's my country and that's what I 
ao think about’ 2t,>'no-matter how ‘hard ‘it is3v I till like 
sail it and all my friends that are sitting here, they got 
a8 the same, their mind made up the same as me, I know. 
aif So we hear that they are going to put a pipeline down 
ae this way, so the native people, we don't want it, we all 
: think that because we like our country the way we are 
30 
| 


eres ererer | fs suey 


josd top ow nedW oxi “ylloX od Yep 08 bopsnsm ‘ew'o2 | 


eit hetvb bo wet # bsd sfqosq Slt 20° emos' sist YLiex ‘os 
g8e-0% <ftekt bolxb send 30 wot B° bad ow xed2A JS2ed3 
ow Jsfd sx0qox bag nsmxot otal op oF Bednew elqoeg ols 
ysis: oe op os sids ybodon esw eter? gud pnivisse otew 





| ewen edt pnixd oF ,aoltm 02 \nemrom ot Op OF om betolg 
sijtil s exew exXlot att \exew yeds 08 .esorfe wone Agiw nt 
vests eee yoY .1st tsd¢ enols pitop em tvods bettrow sid 
es bus bevesiaulov sre ,saixsM ,sxed+ paittte msmow bio 
ow jud .asartou otai gop of eddein all eu aoot 22 .snew 
emoe eaw gxedt+ Sas nmwot ogni top sw oe .oxent sop ifise 
| exoit bas sasw yodlt bas ,ot op Bluod sw tedz slqooq 
bas duo tnew yorls tenet dajitw paivil siew tsdt elqgosgq 
| neds bas ,eafqgosq saris tot tneps. me LbaT sit to bait top 
| -amset pob Bbw tuo aoa emoz thee 
| pew nodW 2ASM0TB2IMMOD BHT | 4 
Sopa axésay yYasa wor ,teds 
asw I won ersey 82meI ° A” 
| emit ot to blo easey bi 
ywom woYy {fot I tsiw eysa eH | 
evil ot beppux ysterq at 4E , om oF beneqgs +odw @' tends 
oF sugw IT Dae baim ym sAsm rpige I ysbos suc yew tert 
t todw e'dedt bas yrinveo yn e'si \yrtaves eidt ak evil 
oNif Lika t (eb ti) bred wos xeddem on (32 swede Ants 
toe yort ,eted puivie ats suds abnots3 ym Ife brs 31 
wont I ,om es Oomse att? gu" ‘bam baim tied? ,omsa ed 


- SS — 
nn 


awob eantlegig 6 tuq 69 patop ors quis jecdt atsen ew of 
{is ow ,ti gasw Snob ew ,siqoeq évitan edd 68°, yawoelds 
ots ow yew Ooms YrditudS Wo eALL ow sevsbed Jedd aakds 
.tt Jenksps ois awoe (3t mo patvil 





-~ 


“59 © A2¢ w + & HH FR 





849 
ALLWEST REPORTING LTD, George Doctos 
BURNABY 2, B.C. E. Yakaleya 



































1 He said what I'm telling you 

é about this land of ours, is the whole truth that I'm 

? talking about. I shank that way about it, and I hope 
Mes you understand what I mean, so that's all I'm going to 

: say. 

8 ! THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
7 Mr.” Doctos. 

8 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

> | ELIZABETH YAKALEYA: Sworn 

a THE INTERPRETER: She wants 

isn Losey lt an english. 

a A I would like to say, 

13 | I ask you to come and visit us in Cotton Hills, after 
bale about three weeks, we have letter from you and we thank 
ey you for what you wrote to us. Now I'd like to talk | 
16 | about our land because we were born on it and our land 
17| is our money. Like I say our land, our bond, because 
18) you know like right now, we got brush on the floor, 1ike 
£9 we are indians, we have been using that way ever since 
20 we were born on this land and logs, my husband didn't 
a1 tell you about falling trees and saw wood, we have been 
a2 using that for our cabin too. We don't want pipeline, 
23 not maybe, we are saying because we don't want the white 
24 | people to destroy our land more. You know, we are old 
25 | people, we have been saying words but we think of our | 
26 grandchildren and our children, and so like we would be 
21 | pleased to have you, you were the first man to come and | 
28 question us people. What they think of their land. So 





29 we appreciate to see you and hearing what we Indians bee} 
30] thinking for this land. I said this because my clit 
| 
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John Blondin has been talking about the Wells, because 
my dad found that oil in 1916, and then when my dad 
died in accident, eo then they just destroyed the | 
houses and all my people moved out and now the white man 
having that oil and we have to pay so much for it and 
besides we were orphans too. My mother, we were about 6'| 
or so and my mother after that accident happened, to her, 
she moved us to the convent and so I came back in 1921 | 
and my mother died before I came home and so I came back 


| 


to my aunt and uncle. | 





When we were orphans, it isn't 


fun you know, you know it isn't like when we have our 


| 


staying with them, my uncle told me to come, we go across 


mom and dad, we wait for everything. So while I was 


) 


and see the houses, and we went where the houses was in 


1922, the white man had changed and they took and tore it 


down. 


| 





THE COMMISSIONER: Where were 


the houses? 


A Down at the Wells. 


Norman Wells? 


A Norman Wells, there is a 
big station there. 
Q Big what? 


A Station they? calli it, 

well that is around the Norman Wells area. 

So when I got married, and in 1925, I got married, ‘to 

Johnny Yakaleya, ever since then I stay in Willow Lake | 
| 


but that's where, sometimes we have a hard life, but you 


know, not like this time, even when we were in school, we 
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Alena Baton 


don't mind because this is our life, like if you tell 
me to go over and set a trap, I will go and the next 
day, I go to my snare line, every day, we have to do 
something to raise our kids, to have you know, all that 
we need, and ever since the road came, we don't see no 
rabbit track or anything. So that is the reason we 


worry somewhat about our land. So we are pleased to 





have not to put the pipeline in. I sure thank you once | 
more for comtng and you know, last summer, you came 
here and I asked you to come to Willow Lake and see the 
houses and so today, you are here, that's all,thank you 
very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Mrs. Yakaleya. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MRS. ALENA BATON: Sworn 





A She said we are getting 
old, and all these meetings and all this and that is 
getting me a little bit worried, I don't know what it's 
all about. When I was a young girl some of the boys 
I knew, we are young, we all work the same in the bush, 
When time came and we have got husbands, our husbands 
used to go in the bush, and kill cariboo, moose, and 
we were drying meat and all that, and really working. 

We used to get lots of fish too, everything was work, 

we had to make clothes too. Today, she said, you take 
young girls that come back from the school, you take them 
in the bush, and they could freeze to death. They can't 
make the bush fire or anything. This school seems to be 


ruining them, they are no more good in the bush, I mean, 
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Rosa Benard | 


young boys that come back from school. 
In my time, we never went to 
school but we worked just as hard, myself I'm getting to 


be too old now and I feel the same way as all the rest 


of the people about this pipeline, we don't want it, we 
don't want it to come through. That's all that she 


says. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Mrs. Baton. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe we 
could stop for a few minutes and just relax for five or 
ten minutes and then start again. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 12:00 MIDNIGHT) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 12:20 A.M.) 


MRS. ROSA BENARD: Sworn 


A There was just me and 





my sister. She said that all my sisters were married 
and my older sisters and me we stayed with my mom. Whe 
I was still young my dad had an accident. I still 
remember him today, my dad had Seen aete and cut his leg 
off. My dad couldn't walk so he used to make rabbit 
snares about that long. He used to make lots, and my 
dad used to crawl through the bush and still snare 
rabbits. Sometimes he used to leave in the morning and 
he wouldn't come back until Ate in the evening and he 
would come back, crawling back home again. He used to 


catch quite a bit of rabbits and we lived really good 





on rabbits. 


Sometimes we used to stay in 


pert oe. 





of thew tover ew ,emtt em az, i papi Save SD ay oF 
paisder aT Meaym \bisd es eut Bextxow ew Jud Lotion 
eee pdt Ifs 25 yew, omey edd, feet yt Bea yon, Rin gee ee 
ow tt sasw 3! nob ew schteqtg, Shay, duods algosq eft to 








| ste  -sBY8e 
woY AcesT sHAMOLeeIMMOD aHT. 


(SaT2A. 2BayrrR) 
ow odysi :AEWOTSSIMMOD SHT 


inn 


to evi? tot xslot Jevt bas estunim wet & to2 oa biyos 
ters juste stodt bas aosunim nes 
(THOIMUGIM 00:SL TA GSEUKHUOLGA 2DUIGRx009) 


a 


ntows ? OLAKEE A2OA .2AM 


bes om text asw etedT A 


betizam s1sw exstate yee Lis sed¢ bisevede yxeseterya 


| 
Rs 
| 
hedW .mom ym dtiw beysse ow em bas exsteta zobLo ym brs 
; 


iLite I .taebioos es ber bab: ym pipoy Ifite asw I 


bak aid aup bas jnebioos bad Ssh ‘oh cyshos mid sedmemex 


tiddss sasm ot baev ef oe alsw +"nbluos bsboyM .30 
| WH bee yedol edlamos bese oH: .gnok ser Juods eoxene 
etsne {Lise bas deud ent devon iwero @sibsey bsd 


ON ARENT ERA Te 
boog linen Saelt ow ban atkides 20-286 9 pore 
” a abla y a> “pon Gee 9) algttddex ito 
as aie dalled Ee a scary) Ste ieee 

yt | ae aoe 


: " z ; 5 ware) © te ) 1 aaa re 






a _» sfoodse Parner pay 


ete tas tls stonat -tiqvosds emo> 93 Ji gasw 2'aob — 


_ sntod8a 22M 


(.M.A OS:SL TA GSMU@SH GOMIGSaOOR) . 


bas patayom ef¢-ei eveol ot beau ef aomitemoe: pubabedes 


1 
is 
t 
)o 
£ 
a | 
iv 
8 
je 





ALLWEST REPORTING L.-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

















Soa3 
Rosa Benard 


Norman and paddle out to the lake here, I remember my 


to here by the trap line, my dad couldn't walk but he 
used to go to Kelly Lake and fish for the Hudson's Bay 
and he used to make lots and lots of fish for the Bay. 


| 

| 

Sister and I we used to. track our dad's canoe right up 
| 

| 

| 

When the weather started to | 


\ 


get cold, we used to live at Willow Lake here. When the 
spring time came and my dad see the birch bark canoe in 
awful shape, I remember my dad used to crawl quite a 
ways out here and still get some bush and make the 
birch bark canoe for us. 

I remember my dad used to 
bring birch bark, just like he used to the roof, like ie 


is roofing, like here, something like that and he used | 





to tie it on his back and bring it back here like that. | 
When the snow was just about melted, my dad used to | 
crawl back in the bush again and get the ribs and | 
everything for the birch bark canoe. Even if he couldn' 
walk, he used to bring all the ribs back to the camp, 

I don't know how, he managed anyway. 

My mother used to go in the 
bush in the winter time and she used to gather roots, 
for the birch bark canoe, she used to get lots and lots 
of it so my dad could make the birch bark canoe. 

After the birch bark was made, 
my mother used to get with two buckets some bush and 
boil that and that's what we used for to fix the bottom 
of the birch bark canoe. 


When the snow is just about 
gone, my mother used to take all the birch bark and 
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spread them out underneath the ribs to be fixed up. 








So after all the birch bark was around the ribs, my 
mother would boil all the birch bark with the roots that 
she gathered. We would cut sticks about that long, and 
my mother and dad would put this stick on the fire, 
and when it had fire on the end of it, they would put 
it in the gum and they would stick the gum on the birch 
bark canoe. | 
Petninke metalkang “alittle 
BOO el OncGgssOutnat svall Delm goingeto, teil you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, I enjoyed very much what you had to say. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) | 


FRED WIDO: Sworn | 
Tiam going to tell vou my Life! 
| 
| 


DUSCOLY ste Sit COO ymUCchabutauet. a Litt le/bat. 


When I was small, I remember my mother brought me up, 





and my dad died. I remember my mother, my dad died and 


my mother brought me up and after tmt, I got a little 
wise, I know what was going on. My mother raised me un- 
til I got wise and I go and work for myself with rabbit 
and what I could get. I wasn't brought up with white 
man's grub and I didn't have very good clothes too. 
My mother used to make rabbit skin stockings for me. 
When I grew up a little bit 
older, my mother was a woman, she couldn't teach me how 
to hunt or anything. I used to follow older people, I 
used to see them set nets, set traps and that's how I 
knew how to hunt, and after I learned all that stuff, 


how to hunt, I used to go all by myself out and set 
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snares, set fish nets and I started working for myself. 


navigating on it. You go outside, it would be like a 


2 Later on, after my mother died, 

3 I got married. I pac six girls and one boy. My boy is 

4 a big boy now, and he is working for Millars. I am 

5 63 years old now, I live all my life here. I work all 

6 over Fort Franklin, around here, all over trapping. 

7 There wasn't anybody that I remember ate too much. We 

8 were very pitiful. That is the reason why us people 

3 are, us native people here we are talking so much about 
10 our land. We were raised on it and we liked to live 
it omrit: 
12 White people, lots of white 
13 people make a good living out of this country and so, we 
call this land our grub. That's what we like to see, 
| we don't want white people to ruin our land because we | 
16 have got to make a living out of it. | 
ty You were up the river with the 
18 motor boat and seen the people fishing and the kids and 
19 the people, we did the same thing for years, and made 
a0 their life out of this country here to survive. 
an That's the reason we don't wan 
a4 no pipeline to come down here. That's what we're worrie 
pa about, if they put this pipeline through, and something 
as happens to it, it may ruin quite a bit of stuff and that/s 
7 what we're worried about. 
a We hear that they want to buil 
= a dam nn the Bear River, but we are against that too. 
28) For years and years the Bear Lake Indians and the Fort 
23 | Norman people have been wing the Bear River for like 
30 

| 
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Gerald Meneko 


highway for white people, they got cars and things, for 
their own stuff and so what we call our highway is the 
river like that sehr! 

THE COMMISSIONER: And the 
Willow River. 

A That's the reason we don"t 
want this pipeline to come through and this Bear River 
Dam, we're against it. And this is all I'm going to 
tell you, thank you so very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much Mr. Wido. 

GERALD MENEKO: Sworn 

My old dad, I'm going to tell 


you a story about my dad. I was raised the same way as 





my dad, I'm going to tell you my own story about myself. 


All these people here are 


still making a.living out of our land here and that's 
the reason we don't want this pipeline to come through. 
Us here depend on that and not everybody has the steady 
job, just trapping, is one of our main ways of living. 

I'm going to tell you about 
how my dad worked and I did the same thing too. He said, 
I remember one time I went to Prudoe Bay, to Good Hope 
Bay, by the Bear Lake, Good Hope Bay and we left Norman 
and we tracked all throuh the Bay right up to Great Bear 
Jake. I went to Good Hope Bay to trap for one year. 

So, when the fall came, I was 
in Good Hope Bay trapping right from the lake shore. 
After Christmas, we left for the Barren Land. We had 


no meat and we just depended on Cariboo. There was no 
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1 rabbit too that year. I stayed on Cape Good Hope and 
2 the next thing I was amongst around Coppermine on the 
3 ocean shore. I got to the ocean about April. I met 
4 quite a few Eskimos there. I was travelling by dog 
5 team. So, when I started back from beside the ocean 
6 | there, I got about halfway and there was no more snow 
7 left, the snow all melted away on me. I left my sleigh 
8 and harness and I left my packsack. I left my packsack 
9 and I kept on going and going, I got the odd beaver and 
10 the odd cariboo. And he says, it was the month of 
11 July when I got back to Good Hope Bay where I started 
12 from. 
13 About the end of July, all 
the ice was gone on Bear Lake shore and I left by 
"yl canoe, no,motor, L left.by. paddle and I got up to 
16)  Pranklin. I stayed a couple of days in Franklin and I 
Ly leresrorarort Norman, I got back to Norman at the 
18 end of July. 
19 I know for years my dad was 
20 what you call me, lots of old timers that have made a 
21 living out of this bush, and I was raised and I'm 
22 still doing the same way, I still live the same way, 
23 our grandparents used to do and that's the reason we 
24 don't want white people to come down and spoil our 
ee y nce and everyone of us, wht we've got to tell you, 
26) I hope it will benefit us and we would be very happy. 
7 Everyone of us will tell you one thing and I hope the 
4 white people help us a little bit with it and we will 
“o be very happy. There's a few more to talk yet so 
30 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 














You can see my grey hair. I never went back after that, 


I have been lying all the time here. 





“ Mr. Meneko. 

3 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

4 JOHN ANDREW: Sworn 

5 A He's gang to give you his 
6 | life history too, how his dad raised him and everything 
7 | that goes with it. 

8 He said, I didn't live in 

9 this part of the trapping ground, I came from the 

10 mountains around the Yukon. My dad used to trap and 

11 catch fur so I could have some decent clothes on me. 

il He used to go out hunting and if he kills anything, moose, 
| fish, rabbit, my dad used towrk very hard so I could | 
“| eat. I was very small at that time, I couldn't do very 
_ much for my dad. I remember I used to go out and get | 
16 spruce boughs, for our tent, for my MOM. 
1? - At that time, my dad used to : 
18 do all the hunting, but I was too little to know so I | 
19 didn't know very much about how to go out and make a 

20 living in the bush. 

Zt I used to go out but I never 
22 killed anything very much. 

a He left the Yukon in the fall 
si by backpack and we got to a place they call the timber- 
= line and from there we used dogs and sleighs. So we 

26 | started trapping. So after we did some trapping, we 

* left by dog team and we left the Yukon and we got into 
te the Norman area and I was pretty young those days yet, 
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3 stay one month in town. 

4 In the month of July, we woul 
5 take ow dogs and packs and we would go back in the 

6 | mountain and start hunting and making dry meat, and the 


ALLWEST REPORTING L.-T. 
BURNABY 2, B.C John Andrew 
1 We used to come inthe spring 
2 time by steam boat down the gravel river, and we used to 
7| come down the gravel. In the fall, they go back again 














8 and stay out there for the winter and Beaver trap, like 
9 that. We used to come in the fall and go back with 
10 dog pack and all. I remember we used to buy us tobacco, 
oa Matches and tea, and that was our main provisions and 
12 we used to go back in the mountains, go to good places 
13 | where there was lots of moose and fur and we were trapping 
14 there. 
15) That is why we are saying so | 
16! much about our land here. We always go to where there 
17 | is good places tg try and get a few pelts and meat and | 
18 fish like that and that's the reason we talk so much 
19 about our country, we don't want nobody to ruin our 
20 country. We would always be dependent on this land to 
21 make a living. 
22 I remember my dad and mom, th 
23 used to make sheep skin parkas for us. We didn't have n 
24 white man's clothes, just what we killed, because my 

=, mom used to make our clothes for us. That's our reason 
26 | why we don't want this pipeline to come down, because we 
4 know it is a cold country down here, and the ground 

28 | really freezes and you never know, maybe a pipe will 
29 break and do quite a bit of damage and that's the reason 
30 | we don't want this pipeline to come through. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. G. Hetchingley 
1 About this Bear River Dam, is 
2 another thing we don't want because we like the country 
3 too much, we are ae making a living out of it and we 
4 don't want no dam there too. 
) I haven't got a dollar or 
f) anything in the bank, I'm just existing. I can go in 
7 the bush and I can get by still today. He says that's 
8 my story. 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
10 Mr.) interpreter. 
11 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
12 GABRIEL HETCHINGLEY: Sworn 
. 
THE INTERPRETER: He said 
| he comes from the mountains, what they call the mountain 
15 jj 
Indians. 
16 | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Along the 
gu Mountain River? 
si A Mackenzie Mountains. 
a Q On the west side. 
a A Yes. That's where we use 
He to go to trap. When the fall came from Fort Norman, they 
< used to take us across with canoes or dogs and our stove 
‘ 
. and we used to go back in the mountains. We used to, 
‘ 
‘i they used to take us across by canoe and we would stay 
a on portage for three or four days. We would snare 
ae | 
i rabbits. If we ever got nets, we put nets in for a few 
cr fish and we had a little bit to eat. We used to take of 
a | for the mountains. 
25 
me There used to be a lot of 





rabbits in those days and after travelling with your dog 
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MR eae Gabriel. Hetchingley 
1 pack, lots of kids, rabbits, and if you kill a moose, 
2 all the better. You travel for maybe 40 miles, and 
2 we are up now where there was good rabbit snaring country. 
4 We stayed there another few days, something like that, 
3 snaring rabbits and when you get a little bit of rabbit, 
6 you move again. We all had on packs, we had tied and 
7 people kept on packing, we were really loaded up. 
8 Some of our people had lots of small kids. I remember 
3 I used to take one little wee pack on my back, I gota 
10 sore back because of my big pack sack. Once you get 
11 into the mountains, into the big hills, there was no 
12 more rabbits, they were scarce and so the young boys 
13 that got no family, they left ahead of everybody and 
14 they go ahead and hunt sheep ahead of the main people 
15 coming behind. And once we get amongst the sheep, all | 
16 | these young boys, quite a few of them, would start | 
17 | packing it back to the other bunch that was coming | 
18 behind. 
a2 ; Once the main group, the whol 
20 bunch that are travelling together got to where there 
21 is lots of cariboo, and so on, we stayed there until a 
22 few days filling w on the meat. 
23 Once we got away up to the head 
24 of the Gravel different rivers coming in, we all split, 
oo some will take one river, some a different route. Once 
26 | we get quite a bit of dried meat, we used to make cache 
27 on the river so when we came back, we know we got some- 
28 thing to eat. Once we got to where the end of the timber 
29 is, we got quite a bit of meat, and moose skins ane things 
30 


like that and we start coming back to the river and 
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start building up our boats. After we got all our boats 
made, we left on the river, float down and we know lots 
of places where there is good hunting and we stop again 
and we're all hunting again. 

THE INTERPRETER: (He's getting 


me all mixed up, I don't know.) 


Oh yes, he said after we 
make our skin boats, we come down the Gravel and we 
know quite a few places where there is good hunting 
and trapping, where there is lots of rabbits and we 
stop:again and we stop there for the winter again, and 
all the dried meat and everything we make, they make 
another cache again, and then a few of us would come 
down with skin boats, we come down to Fort Norman. 

We have lots of tallow meat | 
and lots of dried meat and sell that to the Hudson's | 
Bay or whoever is buying and we buy whatever we need 
with it and we go back again with dog packs back into 
the mountains again for the winter. 

They all got back into the 
mountains and they all got busy trapping again and they 
still got some caches, maybe at some place they won't 
touch that cache, you keep that just like in reserve 
in case, but everybody still hunting, hunting, hunting. 
When the month of December comes close, Christmas, all 
the caches are dug up and they go back to Norman with 
their caches of dried meat. So we all come in for 
Christmas and after new year, we still got some of the 
dried meat and the things we make and we go back in 


the mountain again and trap again. 
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Gravel again-right back to Norman again. We get back 


I remember they used to go 
quite a ways to trap too, way back in the mountains 
and then Easter comes and we all go back to Norman again 
with that fur we got and buy some more stuff and go back 
further and further again to where there is lots of 
cariboo. When the weather starts to get mild, we all 
get busy again trying to get enough moose hides for 
spring time so we can build some more skin boats to 
get back to Norman. We used to go right into the Yukon 
Territory before we left to make our skin boats, we 
used to go into the Yukon and hunt beaver. 

When summer comes, well, we 


build all our skin boats, we go back again down the 


in the spring time with our skin boats, we each go along 


the river bank and there's lots and lots of rabbits, 


a 


it isn't like now, there was lots of rabbits and you 
have always good eat. 

He says he's’ seen places wher 
there was people that was blasting frozen ground for oil 

THE COMMISSIONER: Seismic. 

A And he says he's seen 
places where they have been blasting in the winter, and 
the stuff that comes out from it is pretty bad, he says 
he's seen lots and lots of dead rabbit eating that stuff 
And just die from it and since then there is no rabbits, 
or even chickens. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Chicken 
being grouse? | 


A Yes, that's what I mean. 


ee ee | 
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Le 


He says there is no rabbit, “f 


2 no grouse because of blasting the frozen ground. He 

3 said there was one fish lake that they used to know very 
4 good, there was lots of fish in it and one year they 

5 went there and there wasn't any, and these people, the 

6 seismic crews were blasting around the lake or maybe rig t 
7 in the lake he says. One place where there was a beaver 
8 lodge, a beaver what they call blanket beaver, and four 
9 of them were on the water still,dead. He is pretty sure 
10 it's from this blasting. 

5 8 Another place where these 

12 people were blasting, there was moose tracks there all 
3 over the ground, so one of his friends told him there 
" was moose here so he stopped to hunt it and he went all 
re through there from where they were blasting, maybe 200 
16 yards and he said he found a moose dead there. He found 
7 the dead one right there so he says I'ma little bit 
18 worried, after I seen what happened, just from blasting, | 
19 if they try to make a highway or pipeline here maybe 

20 things will be getting worse. That's the reason why 

21 we're all saying we don't want no pipeline coming down 
22 into our country here because it makes things worse for 
a us. 

24 So he says that's all he 

am wants to say. 

26 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very 
’ much. 

28 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

29 | PAUL BATON: Sworn 

30 





THE INTERPRETER: He says all 
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i these people had their say with you, they are still 
a living just the same way as their fathers did and that's 
3 the reason why these people are still ax ouad about 2; 
4 they are still working the same way as the rest of them 
5 did. These people that come down here and do some 
6 | blasting in the bush like that, they blow up all the 
s ground up and the cariboo see all the mud, the moose 
/ will eat the willows and things like that and he says 
9 these white people that comes here, they really are 
10 spoiling all the bush. Lots of timber, in the old days 
| he said his dad used to use timbers to trap marten | 
zed with, they used to call that their trap. We buy one 
43 trap knowing we trap marten, it costs us three or four 
14 dollars. Look at all the timber they have wasted. Just 
15 like they're destroying our traps. 
16 Fred Wido was telling you | 
Wi about the Bear River, he says that's our highway. So 
18 we call the Bear River our highway and most of us are | 
pts) not getting any money, we can't charter planes and thing 
20 like that and that's the reason we call the Bear River 
a} our highway, we used canoes and outboard motors, that's 
a the only way we can travel and that's the reason we 
a3 don't want no river to be damaged and most of these 
24 | little rivers, most of them have got fish in and beaver 
25 | and rat so they are talking about putting a dam in the 
26. Bear River, we don't want that to happen because we 
ah need that river for ourselves. 
28 He said about these pipes, 
29 they have to cross the river, he says, and there is 
30 





fish there we eat that, and there is fur too along the 
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- river, things like that and what if this pipe breaks 
“ right in the river, what's going to happen,it may ruin 
3 quite a bit of stiles: 
4 Our country down here is a 
S very cold country and the ground freezes hard and when the 
a river breaks in the pringtime, or sets in the fall, it 
7 does lots of damage to the riverbanks too and it mav 
8 break a pipe. 
: Our dad, grandfathers ahead of 
10 us, made a living here on this ground here in our 
Et country here and so we are still doing the same thing 
a so whatever these people tell you today here, how they 
13 | work, how they trap, how they make a living in the bush, 
4 we are still doing the same thing. So, if they put, 
| go through with this gas pipeline, and something happens, 
6 2 6 .cOmngd COeruin Gute ae bbie OlJeturl. thar Ss what we 
17 | think and the Bear River Dam and flood the place up, 
13 there will be no place for us to navigate on this 
| river and he says that's the reason we don't want it. 
= The Bear Lake area and this 
place here is the low country he says, and there is 
oe fish, beaver, rats, everythng and if they flood the 
a place, a little too much, you may ruin lots of things 
es FOr. ALS . 
nag He says I remember when my 
26 | dad was alive yet, he used to catch lots of fish, my dad 
sa used to get fish, the oil, that's wat we used for candles. 
oa | He says that all that he has been telling you here, 
aa talking about our land and all this and that, we are 





really happy that you came and see us and visit us, and 
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Terry Blonden 


we tell you all our troubles. I hope it benefits 
everyone of us. He said we call this land of ours our 
money because we live out of it, we make money out of it, 
we fish and we eat and that the people who live here in 
Willow Lake, that's what they do to live. 

| You have been to Franklin and 
you have been here and I am pretty sure all the stories 
that you heard from other Indians are just about the 
same and he said that's all I'm going to say,but if we 
go to Norman, I may have some more to say. That's all 
I'm saying. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


TERRY BLONDEN: Sworn 


I will translate for myself. 


I was born here in Willow 
Lake in 1947 and I'm 28 years old. I was brought up 
by my father and by my people too. Since 1921, the 
treaty days, my people never asked the government for 
anything but now I'm going to ask you to tell your big 
government to give back our land. 

That I said in Slavey, I said 
he has not taken our land yet but this is our mother 
earth. The Mackenzie River is their life and the land 
is their life. The pipeline will destroy our land. 
That's why they don't want the pipeline to get into 
construction. Us native people, Dene people, that are 
dwelling here, live off our land and we don't want the 


pipeline and that is true and that is what all the peopl 


say. 
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1 The land is your food bank 
2 and there is many lakes and fishing places. The air 
3 they breathe. During the day they work hard and in the 
4 peaceful night they sleep. The water they travel on 
5 which they want to have a dam on it is called the 
6 Great Bear River. The people will be stuck because 
fl that's their only river they can travel on to Willow 
8 Lake and Fort Franklin. I have said that in Slavey. 
9 The people that work have part time jobs and make a 
10 LEVINng@orre Our Jand too. 
Li I'll tell you why I'm saying 
L2 this, you know that no native person can stay away 
13 from his land because if he doesn't get much pay, he 
14 has to go hunting and feed his children and the people 
Ls and himself. You can see that for yourself, you must 
16 have enjoyed your trip coming here. See how they 
17 treated you. That is the way we treat each other, us 
18 Dene people we don't buy anything from each other. 
19 We don't buy anything from each other because that's 
20 what we call a dishonest person. Because that's 
21 the way of our life and that is the white people's 
cz doing, with money. 
23 Our old people in the old 
24 days didn't do that. They gave meat or fish and 
Pe played the drum and have good dance or handgame until 
26 the sun rises in the morning and this is the native 
27 life and doing in the story book. 
28 I have just told that in 
23 English and that is why the native people don't want 
30 
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the pipeline. When the construction of the pipeline 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Terry Blonden 
comes through the Mackenzie River, it is the Mackenzie 
x 
a 
| 
| 


peqle that is going tomffer because we want our younge 
people, you see Pie 1h iae running here around the yard, 
they will be living off the land and I think I hear you 
plane maybe coming soon. So that's all I have to say, 
Mr. Berger and I might say another speech in Fort Norma 
in the meeting. Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

CHIEF ANDREW: Well I think 
everybody has said what they wanted to say. I want to 
thank you very much for coming down here, not only to 
listen to some grievances they have, some concerns 
that the people down here have, but also for being able 
to see for yourself what they are concerned and talking 
about. I would like to thank you very much again. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Chief and I want you all to know that I have been 
listening carefully to what everyone has said. Even 
if you may think tha what you said was only a small 
contribution, it is still important to me because it 
goes to make up the whole picture of your lives. What 
each of you said helps me to understand your attachment 
to the land or your concern about the future. I'll be 
thinking about what you told me today here at your camp 
and I will remember for a long time the day that I spen 
here at your camp, and the pleasure I had in meeting al 
@& you and seeing the way you live here. 

So thank you for your hospi- 


tality and I will adjourn the Mquiry until later on 
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1 today in Fort Norman. 


2 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO FORT NORMAN) 
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FOvtRNOrmanyeN.wat. 


June 27, 1975 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT AT 2 P.M.) | 

THE COMMISSIONER: I will now 
call this meeting to order. 

My name is Judge Berger and I | 
am conducting an Inquiry into the proposal that has bee 
made to build a pipeline from the Arctic to southern 
Canada and the United States. A pipeline that would g 
up the MacKenzie Valley. 

To find out what you, the people 
who live here in the North, think about the proposal to | 
build a pipeline. That is why I am here today to let 
you have your say about this. 

So you should feel free to 


| 
( 


speak and to tell me what you think. I have already | 





listened to some of the people of Fort Norman. I visited 
the camp at Willow Lake yesterday and the people there 
showed me their camp aa, their fish nets. And then 

many of them made statements at the hearing we held 

there yesterday. 

So now it is your turn today 
all of you native people and white people, old people 
and young people. 

I will ask Chief Paul Andrew t 
make his statement to start off with. And I should ad- 
vise the Secretary of the Inquiry that the Interpreter, 
Mr. Gaudet and the Chief were both sworn at Willow Lake 


| 
yesterday. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Chief Paul Andrew 

i CHIEF PAUL ANDREW: Yes, Mr. | 
P. Berger, I would like to thank you on behalf of the | 
3 community of Fort Norman, the residents of Fort Norman 

4 for coming down to listening to our feelings and our | 
5 concerns. 

6 I would give a little bit of | 
7 : my life history, as short as it has been to this point. | 
8 I was born in the bush, along the Keele River in the | 
9 year of 1951. And I, from then I still got some very 
10 fond memories of living out in the bush, living on the 
LY} land. 


Since prior to coming to school, 


I was able to learn a few ways that the old people have | 
lived. And also really be able to enjoy and ap Ree aye 
the land. | 


And from there, until I was old 





enough to go to school, I started going to school. And | 


| 


my first feeling about school was that it was a foreign 
place, just like some, just like being plucked out of 
one picture and put entirely in a different picture. 
There wasn't no idea of the surroundings at all. 

I can still recall those days 


when it was brought up to us, entirely, continuously, 


over and over again, that you got to speak English. 

Prior to those times, prior to 
coming to school, we had very little contact with any 
white people or people that understood the white language. 

Because of that we didn't know 
any words of English, and yet we were continuously told 


that we had to speak in English. Testi) canr recall 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 
ad those days when they would, they would give, one memory 
2 that always stands out when I think about those days 
s) that I started school was when this little kid did not 
4 know anything, any word in English. And he would get 
5 Slapped around because he was using Slavey in school. 

6 That is the type of public schgol 
7 we had in Fort Norman. A foreign thing that we did not 

8 know anything about, and yet we were expected to adapt 

9 to it, not in one year, but in a few weeks. 

10 I still can recall those days 

EY when I had to get firewood for my home in order that 

2 my Older brothers and my father were out on the trap 

13 lines, so there was only myself as the eldest at home 

14 to get firewood. So that's what I had to do. And 

BS there was times when I had to miss consecutive days in 

16 school. 

17 And I still can recall those 

18 days when they would send the R.C.M.P. down to come and 

19 get me to send me to school. 

20 That is the type of thing that 

a we had to go through. And from there I was-- I don't 

22 know how I hacked it, but I managed to get up to sevent 

23 grade. From there, at that time, there was no seventh 

24 grade in Fort Norman, therefore I had to be taken to an 

25 institution run by the Roman Catholic Church in Inuvik. 

26 And there it was another entirdly 

27 different situation. Different from, not only the way 

28 Iiwasibrought up? praekr to” qoing’ torschool .*“But*dif- 

29 ferent from the way the whole situation in Fort Norman 

30 


was. And it was like going into a big city for somebod 
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l that is entirely new to this white society. It was 
2 entirely new and it was something that I did not exactl 
3 enjoy at the time. - | 
4 It was like, you have got a 
5 very little weapon that you had originally went out to 
6 kill a small animal but meeting up with something that | 
7 you just can not tackle with that little weapon. These 
8 are just some of the difficulties that I encountered 
9 in the first time. 
10 The hostel life was not some- 
LE thing that was enjoyable. 
i2 . Our wayiof)life,.,our,culture, 
i3 our language, our form of identification, they were not 
14 there. 
L5 Everthing was southern oriented. 
16 The meals, the language, sports, social life, any form | 
17 of activities was all southern oriented. | 
18 And the proud way that we used 
Lg to live, the proud way that we have existed without the 
20 white man's technology for time immemorial, that was 
2k being eliminated. 
a: It was not too, at that time it 
“3 was not too obvious that the whole Territorial Govern- 
24 ment programs were set up so that the native culture, 
es, the native identity and the native language would be 
26 eliminated. | | 
27 And it was quite obvious, Like| 
28 I said, that the whole government program was set up 
29 so that this type of thing was eliminated. I will com 


30 into a little more on that. 
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ii While in high school, it was, 

a I was the usual high school person, a little mischief 

3 now and then. But I will miss that. And then after 

4 high school, I was one of the fortunate native people, 

= one of the very few fortunate native people that I was 

6 able to secure a job with the Territorial Government. 

7 There was a position referred | 

8 to Settlement Secretary. That--one of the terms ot 

9 reference of that particular job was to work for the 

10 Territorial Government. Pardon me, I mean work for 

it the Settlement Council but get paid by the Territorial 
HZ government. That by itself indicates the type of 
13 struggle that can exist in a position such as this. | 
14 It was quite obvious also that 
iS this whole Settlement Council system has never worked 
16 and never will work because it is a form of tokenism to 
A the Territorial Government. And an Advisory Board, | 
18 whose advice that are not usually taken, recommendationg 
sles) that can be rejected,aand what other things, among a few | 
20 other things. 
21 : Abso } tone iof nthe saims;y bocseem 
22 like one of the aims of the Territorial Government was 
23 to create a conflict among the native communities that 
24 already had an existing governing body, such as Band 
25 Councils, by introducing the Settlement Council. 
26 Whereas, in their philosophy o 
27 local government, the whole aim is to unite people. 
28 We were fortunate that in 
29 Fort Norman, here, we have the majority of native peopléd, 
30 and therefore we were able to work very well with the 
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u natives and the Settlement Council, whoever there may 

2 beionwit? 

3 The frustrations that I found 

4 for the position was that I was told that I was working 

5 for the people. But I was continuously getting orders 

6 from the Regional Office. They were the ones that 

7 finally decided what would happen and what would not 

8 happen. 

2 I resigned from that position 
10 to accept a Field Worker's job with the Indian Brother- 
at hood of the Northwest Territories. There I experienced 
12 more freedom and much being able to set up my own prog- 
a3 rams, the way the people I, the way the people would 
14 want things done. | 
15 One of the frustrations of 
16 working for the Territorial--for the Indian Brotherhood | 
17 was that constant struggle with the Federal Government | 
18 for funds. That made it difficult, there was no 

you set up, 
19 insurance, that your program, whatever/will continue for a few 
20 years at least. 
21 And this is not a very good 
22 program to sell to people, that you know there is a 
23 possibility that it would be cut off, in about six 
24 months or a year. 
25 And then, in September of last 
26 year, when Paul Baton, moved to Fort Franklin, he vacated 
27 the position of the Chief of the Band Council in Fort 
28 Norman and I was elected. 
29 Since then I have had very 
30 


different experiences, meeting different people, but 


y 





ie. vier t's) helee Titi aete payee 
| Kelas anand Menadien eiceioade ka at ea oebes’ Sitp, @he 
| paiszow eow I dadd Blod @aw I ted? eaw aolsisog edd x02 
| erebio pattiep ylavountstnod wew D tua +elqoeq sit tok 





dent aero. ont stew yodT) .o0bi2tO Ienoipsds sis mort 
jon bivow tadw bias neqqsd *Biuow gsiw bebioeh ylisnt? 


nokvteog J6n> mont honpheet i . wee 

~yertora MaLonat ods Adtw dot a'xsdroW bisit s 3ge0ss oF 
baonsiiegxe I erent selrosizael teswisiow ent to Boon 
ies wo Ym qu tee ot side paied rizoasnn bas mobeext ex0Mm 
| bdiirrow efigosg oft yaw ont .2 siqosq eit yew oft ,yemst 
| -anob spaings 3nBW 


. | 
to anottexteuxt eft to en0 


boorredtoza Asibal edd 102--LaliosizxeT edt 10% paiazow 





tnommrxeavod Lsxsbe% eit dtiw elpeuszta dnssanoo 36d3 esw 


x 
sd 


on eew orodt ytiootithb si ebsm gadt- » «ebavt 10% 
west « xo} daitontael £3 taceeeieh MBTPONY smsry dest? Sons nuEsi 
-tesol gs arsoey 
Boop view, 6 som eieetds bak 

8 ef sted woad soy t5d3 ,eiqoeq of snée o+ msxpoiq 
xke geods ab Be oxi ed Bivow tk saris Waladieeog 
| j | i | — &)m0. edgnom 

tasi to xedmextge? ck ,nedd BAA tht a’ 


pasosy 2: ‘aitinsy? ¢xo% oF Bevom ,sose@ Lust aedw \zssy 


#104 ak finavod basa of2 to tetdd oAs to noisieoq: elt 
| -bejoels esw I bas namtonw 

yuov bed oved I nedt sonia . a} ireiialiog 26") 
gud elgoeq JasteT2ib paisoem ,zeconsixegus snotet2ib 


i 
7 
ty 
|e 
jz 
a 
. 
‘78 

rr 





877 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Chief Paul Andrew 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
q most of all, being able to see for myself exactly what 
2 this whole thing was. What this whole civilization, 
3 as the white man call it in their world, what it does 
4 really look like. | 
5 Not only reading it from the 


papers, not only hearing it from somebody else, but 
also being able to be fortunate enough to see for myself. 

I wonder sometimes, in my own 
mind, what the crime rates in the white society, what 
the poverty that exists in the white society, with the 
lack of cooperation in the white society, and the con- 
stant struggle for wealth, for personal power, in the 
white society, I can not see any civilization in this 
partieglaf thing. 


Maybe they can, but myself, I 





am not a white man. Maybe that is the reason that I | 
can not see it. | 


I can not understand, why--I 


Northwest Territories we have never had any conflicts. 
There was some conflicts but it was very minor. But 
because of the countries that want to get ahead, that 
want to get power in the world, and their power-hungry 
leaders, they have gone into places that they do not 
want to go to. And that is one of the things that 
generates this whole conflicts, the major conflicts of 
the world. 
Like®L*®* said} -LT*just’can not 
“understand what is so civilized about this type of 


society that is being referred to as the "developed 





| 
can understand why there is some conflicts. In the 


| 
| 
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country". I have seen, I shouldn't say I have seen, bu 
I have read about countries that are considered undevel 
oped that have more coopeatvens much less violence in 
the form of crime and whatever. 

In the Northwest Territories, 
we do not want to change our way of life. You have 
heard yesterday, Mr. Berger, that the there was people 
really worked hard and endured hardships and their-- 
Survive in their tent to survive this cold world up 
here. 

But even though it wasn't, even 
though all of these hardships and everything, it came 
out very clear yesterday that they do not want to give 
up <-this*land* 

Ican assume one of the reasons 
would be that we do not want any other uapeee life. We 
do not know enough of any other way of life. We can | 
not go into the white man's world and expect to live 
like them. 

So, we want to survive as a 
nation and we want to be left alone as a nation. We wish 
to survive in the future. We wish for our children 
to survive in the future. We wish for the upcoming 
generation to survive in our future, and for them to 
carry on our identity, our language, and our culture. 

I can not, just like any 
southerner, we are concerned about our future. No man 
in his right mind would say, here, jeopardize my future 
Jeopardize the people, the future of the upcoming gener 


ation's future. No man in the right mind would say that. 
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And that is what you are askin 

us to Say . by the proposed pipeline. 

| We want to preserve our way 
of life, and we can not do it with a pipeline. Right 
On Our land, Any major developments that happen on ou 
land. 

I don't think I have to commen 
on the type of damages that could possibly happen, as 
there was quite a bit already spoken of. And I am sure 
there would be more to come up. 

Because we think of our future 
because we think of the outcome of the upcoming genera- 
tions, we do not want to jeapordize their future and 
their livelihood. We just want to insure that they 
have a type of prosperous life that we, that some of | 
the older people have expressed to you, regardless of | 
the hardships that they have to endure. | 

I would like a minute to comment 
on some of the Territorial Government's programs. The 
Territorial Government programs, most of it is sort of 
geared, and in cases, some of the Federal Government's 
Indian Affairs program, geared so that the language 
and the culture of the Indian people are eventually 
Py Reeaen by pushing their way of life entirely on to 
them. And by not letting them participate in their 
own languages, as I have indicated earlier to you. 

The housing program that they 
have, is in the settlements. The housing program, 
that is, low rental and they have grants, they have 


grants that they do not give out , because they have 
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y low rental housing programs. And almost every community 
2 has low-rental programs. 
3 : That by itself is saying that 
4 we can't let you become independent. You have got to 
le depend on us. 


There is no cultural, of what- 


ever the culture may be in the community. There is no-| 
thing about the culture. There is nothing about the 
language being promoted. There is just continuous 


promotion of the white man's way of life, the white man's 
language. But our language, our proud way of life, 
all culture that is pushed aside entirely. 

We want to teach our children | 
too, we want to teach them how they can survive off of 
the land if necessary. I am sure that 


| 
with the unemployment situation in Canada, the Territor- 





ial Government realizes that all of the people that 
graduate are not going to be guaranteed a job. 

So we want to teach them our 
way of life. So that when necessary, they can go out 
when they do not have employment, with their education, 
they can go out somewhere where they can live prosperougsly 
also. 

That has not been the case in 
the past and there is a lot of unemployed people right 
now that are not entirely capable of handling themselve 
adequately in the bush. 

The social developmental progr 
also can become into question. Whenever there was poo 


man, a man that has a hard time getting by, the whole 
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1 community would help him, assist him as much as they 

Zz can. But since the Welfare was introduced, that has 

35 been ¢laminaceds “We carr stavive=with the ?*helpeof the 
4 government, so it is not necessary that they help him. 
cf Since 1912, we have not made 

6 | any promises in 1921. We have not broken any promises 
7 Since 1921. Since the treaties were signed, there was 
8 promises made by the white people. 

om I am sure you have heard it 

10 over and over again, but I will say it again, that thes 
1l Treaties were made with us were broken. And the 
12] treaties were not regarding the land, they were peace 
13 and friendship treaties. I have spoken--although at 
14 that time I was not around, I have spoken to numerous 
15 | amount of people €nat were there when the treaties were 
16 signed, and they all say the same thing. That it was 
BA peace and friendship treaty, and not land treaty. 
18 Nowadays the government is 
LS claiming that we gave up away our land by signing those 
20 treaties, which is, I would not say the word, I will 
ati juste says" Fre= 3 
a2 The MacKenzie River is still 
23 flowing,the grass is still growing, the sun is still 
24 setting where it always has set since those treaties 
a> were signed. What happened to those? What happened 
26 to those words that they themselves have said? 

ah They always keep records of 

28 these important events that happen. AT that time, 

29 unfortunatley, none of the people were capable of 


30 keeping records. And so we had to rely on their honesty 
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ee a Chief Paul Andrew 
l at those times. 
2 But now that is not the case. 
| | | 
ce Now, things that were not mentioned in those treaties 
4 are beginning to be talked about. 


So, .Me. Berger, that is rough. 


my presentation. We do not want to change our way of 
dite. We don't want any developments that we know wil 
change our way of life. We just want to be an Indian 
hation,. 

Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much for your very forceful and moving statement. 
The Inquiry is anxious to hear from any one of you who 
wishes to speak. And we are having a written record 
made of everything that is said, and that is so that 
the words that are uttered today will not be lost. 

Will you translate that for | 
me, Mr. Gaudet? (Translation. ) 

I said it and I will repeat 
1t,.<and VOU. Gan transhLate it.for me,..Mx. Gaudet, ,I 
said that everything the Chief said and everything that 
each one of you who wishes to speak says, is being 
written down so that there will be a permanent record 
of what you say today. Sosthat.t can continue to 
Study it and so that when I send my report and recommen 
dations to the government, I can send along to them as 
well, the record of what everybody here in the North 
has said to me. 


Would you translate that--woul 


you translate it then, Chief? (Translation. ) 
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A sNEaS pa RNG IR Rod Hardy 
I I have also asked representatives 
2 of Arctic Gas and FootHills Pipelines, those are the 
3 | companies that want to build the pipeline. I have aske 
4 them to come here today and they are here to day, in 
5 case you want to ask them any questions. 


I want them here today as well 
to listen to what you have to say. (Translation. ) 

I am now anxious to hear from 
any of you who wish to say anything about this pipeline 
proposal and all that it will mean to you, the land 
and to your families. 

We have got all afternoon and 
all evening, so just feel free to come forward and say | 
whatever you wish to say. (Translation.) 

ROD HARDY: Sworn. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You will 
have to swear the Interpreter. | 

LAURA YAKALAID: Sworn. 

ROD HARDY: My name is Rod 
Hardy and I have lived in Fort Norman all of my life. 

I am the President of the Metis Local in Fort Norman. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The micro- 
phone has been moved closer so we will see how it goes 
now. Carry on Mr. Hardy, forgive me. 

A What I have to say is 
quite short. 

(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES INTO SLAVEY AS HE SPEAKS.) 

A There is no way that we 

Native people are ready for the massive development which 


Gas Arctic and others are proposing for our land. Ther 
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oe a o. Rod Hardy 
yi is no way that we will survive the impact of such devel 
a opments if it happens in the near future. 
3 F Even with the present pace of 
4 change, we are having a lot of difficulty keeping up. 
S We no longer control our own communities the way we did 
6 10 years ago. 
7 There is no way that we could 
8 survive if this change was increased. I think even 
, a long time--white residents and small businessmen in 
10 the north, are in this same position with us. 
Ld We will just be shoved aside 
Le if these massive proposals ever should really happen. 
3 Our only hope of some survival with some dignity is to 
14 have a land claim's settlement, which will give us as 
iS a people, guarantees that we will be able to control ou 
16 own destiny and our own land... 
LA A pipeline before such a settle- 
18 ment will surely destroy us. As I said, this is going 
ES to be quite short and I thank you very much. 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: If someone 
ak is ready to speak, I will still be here. I won't be 
Le going anywhere. 
23 CHIEF ANDREW: Sure. 
24 THE COMMISSIONER: WE will 
25 adjourn for five minutes and some of you that I know 
26 have been thinking about saying something can collect 
27 your thoughts. And we will start again in a few minutes. 
28 I can have a coke in the meantime. 
29 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES. ) 


30 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladie 


and gentlemen, we will come to order again. And just 
Carry toniasleshould say that nie people at Willow Lake 
were kind enough to bring me and my party, down the 
Brackett River to the Bear River and then to Fort Norma 
this morning. 

And I see some of the people 
here today who gave up their night's sleep to make sure 
that I could take that trip along the water. And I 
want to thank them again for their kindness. 

Well, we are anxious to hear 
from anyone who has anything to say at this stage. 


MARIE CLEMENTS: Sworn. 


When I was a young kid, I was-- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 


could we have the witnesse's name, the lady's name, 
please, I am sorry. 
THE INTERPRETER: Marie Clements. 


MARIE CLEMENTS: a 


A She said, since I was a 
kid, I went to school and I don't know what it was like 
to be in the bush until I came back and then got marrie 
And started traveling with my husband. 

She says, when we got married, 
we went out in the bush and we went out in the barren 
land. And a lot of us, just about starved because we 
couldn't get anything. 

From the barren land, when the 
had nothing to eat, she said, we came back, back to 


Willow Lake. And that is when they put a net in and w 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Marie Clements 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 had some fish to eat. 
2 Since then, she said, we have 
3 been living good, sometimes and sometimes it is hardship. 
4 And since my husband died, it was pretty hard for me 
5 until I start getting an old age pension. 
6 | My husband died and I have onl 
7| two children. And it is my grandchildren, that is wha 
8 I am living for now. It is for my grandchildrens now 
9 that she says I am talking. 
10 I don't want them to suffer. 
hi And even they don't listen to me, she says, I want to 
12 talk a little more about this. 
13 She says now there is too many 
14 athe about pipeline. Before, long ago, it was not like 
15 that. SYoudidn, t Near nothange You did what you want | 
16 But now, since the white man's came, there is more talk 
7 about the pipeline. 
18 It is my grandchildren that I 
19 am worried about. If they have this pipeline, they 
20 have the fish and the animals will be destroyed, and 
2 they will be more pitiful than they are now. This is 
22 why I am talking about it. 
23 She says that since school 
24 started, all of the children are speaking only in Engligh 
tbe and forgot all about their own language. Me, I went to 
a school, but I was taught only in French. 
: She said that is all that I 
28 | am going to tell you for now. But I like to have fun 
Pa and enjoyement and I am going to sing a love song for 
30 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L.TD. Marie Clements 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
Fred Andrew (Recalled) 


I I am not shy. She went to 

2 school in Providence and when she was a kid she used to 
J say what she wanted to a lot of people. 

4 She says she will have to go 

= back out to the city and get her a husband. 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Tell her 

y! | I brought some with me, she can take her pick. 

8 A sure. 

9 (Witness aside.) 
10 | FRED ANDREW: (Recalled--Inter 
1l pretation.) He said, I thank you very much for coming. 
12 to Fort Norman from a long way. You don't know our 
BS mind, but we will talk and say what we want. Not every- 
14 body is going to speak the same, but we will try. 
15 I am going to talk about my 
16 dad now. In 1903, that was when I was born, and for | 
17 now I am not a young boy, I am an old man. | 
18 I was brought up real pitiful, 
Id real poor. I ama Mountain Indian. My dad must have 
20 really loved me because he hunted for me, he went out 
21 and got rabbits for me, and fish for me. That is how 
22 he brought me up. 
23 But rat that time 1 was just 
24 a kid, I couldn't do nothing to help him in return. But 
25 now I am an old man and I think about it. 
26 I never know what flour and 
27 sugar was in those days. My dad used to make a net with 
28 willows. And I tried that once and I couldn't do it s 
29 Merete rt: 


30 When we came into town, there 
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sa ey cad alae Fred Andrew 

1 was two tents in the store. My dad bought one, and 

5 William Horace's dad bought one and we went down--how 

3 many miles, seven miles Borate river to stay for fish 

4 When they put up that tent down 

3 at the fish camp, we were really happy because there wa 

2 no smoke in the tent. And then when it got dark, it 

7 got so dark you couldn't even see one another in the 

8 tent. 

9 When it got the next day, we 
10 went out and got some dry wood, brought it back, cut it 
ene aLivup and) Splic. 1c. And in the evening, when it got 
19 dark, we got busy making shaving and put it on top of 
ee the stove and lit it. And it got bright in the tent. 
14 After we came back, we went 


across in tHe mountains and we have been doing, those 
eee trying to make light in the tent. And before | 
the spring came out, our tent was all black from seem 
When we were going up in the 
mountains, I was just a young boy, there was a whole 
line of us people all going up with back packs. And I 
was running to keep up with my father walking ahead. 
And I guess I was getting too slow so I kept going back 


and people were passing me, pasSing me, until we got to 


the camp. 

After everybody made a camp, I 
got there. 

At that time, that I was talking 
about, there was a lot of mountain Indians. But now 


there is nobody. 


My dad used to tell me when I 
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BG ate Md Fred Andrew 
1 was young, watch other people, how they work. And if 
é they work good, follow them. Do as I tell you now and 
3 you will live to have “ grey hair. 
4 Now I think about my dad, and 
5 _I am proud of him for talking to me like that when now 
6 I’ know my hair is all grey. And many times I think 


about how my dad used to talk to me. 


It is nice to have a change of 


They're growing up a different life from what I grew up 
Even if an older person went to talk to them, they woul 
not take that, they would not listen. 

What we have got in this world 
is real big and it is the land. Even mud,you just 


t was,not.. brought, up an» a.plac 
where I had everything. I was really brought up poor 
take it up and let it go down again, it is just like j 





wa Ee Once in a while. I would like to get a blond wife, 
butilt candt yetowith, allathis.,black-haix. 

At that time, it was kind of 
Naraicor sus. You go up in the mountains and if we had 
nothing to eat, they would go hunting. My dad, they 
used to go hunting, sometimes three or four nights Rney 
are away. They shoot something, they leave it there 
and go futher on for more. That is how we lived. 
but yet I worked all my life. And this is how we were 
I grew up. 

Pheser2s parykot of us that had 
no mother, no dad, and grew up that way. Just by 
living off of the land. 

Now the kids are going to schogl. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 
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Victor Menico 


blood. 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Fred Andrew 
if 


This land, we want it the way 
it is. We don't want even if they want to change us, 
we don't want to change our way of living. Even if ou 
old people are all gone, there is still the young ones 
to grow up on it. And we want them to stand on it, lik 
we did. 

Sometimes it is hard for me, 
we have nothing to eat because I am not working. But 
still, when I go out, I always bring something home we 
can eat off the land. 

Since I was old enough to 
work, I work with a lot of white man, over in the Yukon 
down the D.E.W. line. I work all of the time but unti 


today, I haven't got any money to live on. So only 


this land that we got to live on 


ee enn ee ee eee 


I travel everywhere and the 
women still don't like me, I don't know why. Lewd 1 
talk again later on but I will give a chance to other 
people to speak up. 

(WITNESS ASIDE.) 

VICTOR MENICO: (Interpretatio 
I am not going to make a long speech. itis just»tor 
a short while and it is going to be about pipeline that 
Lowill talk about. 

We all thank you very much for 
coming out to Willow Lake. Now you know how the old 
people, how our old people used to work in the bush. 
You see all of that now, I guess, when you went into 


to see the nets. And traveled with them. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Victor Menico 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
l And you see how we travel from 
2 Willow Lake back to Fort Norman on the river and on the 
3 Bear River. Now you ees how our grandfathers and 
4 all of the old peoples did that. 
_ That is why we are talking abo 
6 | a pipeline now. 
¥ When they talk about the pipe- 
8 line coming through we don't want it to come through, 
9 everybody feels the same. 
10 The land is just like a bank 
TAL forius. If that pipeline comes through and it busts, 
12 | it is going to destroy the wildlife on it. 


This land means so much to us. 
That is why we keep talking about it. 

If this land is destroyed by 
Oil, we will be destroyed too. Because, all of the 
wildlife on it, the fish and the moose and caribous, an 
the fur that we trap for will be all destroyed too. 

And this dam that they are 
talking about, this dam that they are talking about, 
they are going to build in Bear River. That too will 
destroy the country. 

Willow Lake is flat, Great 
Bear Lake and that country is flat too. That is why 
we don't want to have the dam because it will destroy 
the Willow Lakers and the people in Fort Norman, and 
also at Franklin. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Menico. 


ROBERT CLEMENT: Sworn. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Robert Clement 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
a ROBERT CLEMENT: Mr. Berger, my 
P name is Robert Clement and I am a Treaty Indian, and 
3 was born in Fort Norman. I have heard other people 
4 tell you about the hostel system. 
» (INTERPRETER INTERPRETS AS HE SPEAKS.) 





I have heard other people tell 





you about the hostel system. I wouldn't tell you agai 
except to say that I was educated in the church hostels 
in the Providence and Resolution. And what others hav 
told you is true. Because I am just getting my Indian 
language back now. 


Right now I am working for my 


people as Settlement Secretary. That means that I 
work for the Local Council. 

I spent seven years living in 
Edmonton, so I have tried the city life too. But I came 
back north to get away from the rat race down south. | 
All of the rules, all of the rush, I didn't enjoy livin 
down south. 

I came back here because I lik 
the peace and quiet of Fort Norman. You can go and 
travel on the land and get back to some honest living. 

It is a good way of life up 
here and I don't want to see it changed. I don't want 


to be out walking in the bush and trip over some pipe- 


line. 

Or an oil well, like something 
down south in Edmonton. I like to spend some time on 
the land. I spend my weekends and holidays in the bus 


whenever I can. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. Robert Clement 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 





It is really nice and peaceful, 

I was offered a job with more 
money earlier this winter to go to work in Fort Simpson 
But I turned it down. I am happy here. | 

This is where I want to settle 
down. It is a pretty good town. More money would not 
take me any place or make me any happier either. 

My father, like most of the 
people around here, a while ago, I was talking to him 
and I told him that I would@help him £121°0ut®an-appli- 
cation for a job, As a janitor at the school here. 

But he said, no, he didn't 
want the job. He would rather be free to hunt and fish 
imiethe bush. | 

I doubt if he wants to be a : 
janitor for Actic Gas either. | 
TAvike Fort (Norman, “but mm som 
ways, I think it better 10 or 15 years ago. Look at 
all of the things that have happened over the past few 
years, which have put the people down and confused them, 

And look at what the governmen 
has been doing to us? Already there is young people 
in the town who think about getting a charter of booze 
from Norman Wells. Or a boat to Norman Wells, more 
than anything else. 


We can't cope with the changes 





| 

that have happened to us now. How in hell do you ex- | 

pect us to cope with a pipeline? | 
The Local Council tries to 


speak up for the people here, but the people soon get 





as te a - 
| io de | 

fee is 

Suom Aew dot a tiestettonuew Ba sama s Sate ge eee 
porgqni2 Jsx07 at Xtow of op o¢ xsdmiw  eidt telliss Yyenom 
.o1ed yqqsd ms I) -awob di bonsvs IT sue 
jae od shew I etedw ei eidt 9" [RTA eres) 





jon bluow venom exoM  .awot boop yttexq 6 ai 31 .mwob 
| tedtioe rwigasd yas em ealsm to sosiq yas om east 
. edt to peom sdb l redder yh aay . io 

| mid of patties egew I \ops elidw's ,oxend Bavoxrs elqosg 





~ifaqs as two LLft mid qted Sluow ft sade mid bilos I bas 
extend Loodoe oft ts sosiast 6 BA det s 10% noizso 


S’ nbib ett .om ,bise ond sud | 


hl A 


det? bus sagt o¢ pest od rst#sey Slvow oH | «dof edt gasw 
| -teud odd al 

sg sd of einsw od Br sdvob I ao 
Yedt¢ie esd OLFOA ‘x03 cosdnst 


bnow ak ‘gud. \asmicw J#0F eAEL/T 
; 


ts Aool .Ops exs0y 21 40 Of tetted gi Antds I ,ayew 
wet tesq edd «ovo benegqqsd sved geady epnids ‘eds to {fs 


madd beartnos bas awob elqoeq end — even doinw , Betsey 


| 

| 

POMTZOV OE ode tadw ta stool ona 

| eflgosg paoy ei exreds yoreoitléA Sey ot pniob nagsed eal 

\9 5so0d 26 tedusdo s& pnissep tudds Anids ow awot edd at 

| _ su0om ,slfewW nasrtov oF tsod es 20 -alloW asimov mort 
| . | -oals onidgyns neds 

| eepaaddo ere dziw eqoo 7'nso BW 

| -e voy ob Lied at wot wom au'os bensqaed eved sand 

| Senkfeqigq s AgiW eqoo ‘od eu doeq 

ot eeits Ltonyoo Isvod ed? a ee Pa ' ORS 

; 


top  noceelqosq edd turd inet ates eit sot qu Asege 








894 





so a pees lacs oak Robert Clement 
Jj frustrated. 
2 And they want to do something, 
3 and everytime they get shot down by the government. A 
4 guy soon gets frustrated. You soon learn not to speak 
a up and not to argue. 
6 You only get hit on the head 


| 


so many times before you decide not to open your mouth | 





again. It doesn't take long before you see that guy 


on the bobbin. What else do you expect them to do? 





Look at the system we live under 
now? The guys from Yellowknife, tell us what is good 
for us. How the hell do they know, half of them have 
never even seen rove Norman? 

Even the land around here, 


the goverment won't listen to what the people say cere 
| 


their own land. 





There is a company that wants 
to test drill for coal all over this area. All over 
the good hunting and trapping areas. Twice the Council 
refused the land use permits for the company and the 
government went right ahead and issued the permit. 

And they are probably out there drilling now. 

It sounds suspicious to me. 
They can't get power from the Bear River Dam, they will 
try to get power from coal. 

Alle thisatosput our¢oil and 
gas to the States. Can you imagine what strip mining 
for coal would do to thistitand? Yet they just treat 
the local people like children when they try to stop 


this. 
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1 Look at all of the programs th 

p. government has. That just frustrates the people. The 

3 say they have a housing grant available for people who 

4 want to build their own homes. People don't want to 

5 live in these cheap, rental houses. 

6 | How can you have any pride when 

7 you live in these instant slums? They just destroy 
people and make them dependent on the government. 





You don't have to draw your ow 
wood or water or anything. Pretty soon, you feel you 
are not providing for your family. The government has 
taken over. 

: How do you think it makes a | 
man feel? Yet a guy tries to build his own house to 
keep his pride and the government refuses to look at | 
him. Sure, they talk about their grants. And help 


people build their own homes. 


I know of several people who | 





have tried. The problem, that there is a small point 
attached. That grant isn't available in a settlement 
where there are low rental houses. 

And what that really means is 
that grant isn't available, but the government sure ger 


about it.It just makes it look like the people don't 


ment likes to keep the people dependent. Iit*®* isthe 
same with businesses. 

If people try to start their 
own co-ops, their own businesses. There is all these 


fancy pamphlets about small business loans and Indian 





want to build and own their own houses too. The ey 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. Robert Clement 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
t loans and everything. But after a couple of years 
2 of arguing with government officials and trying his best, 
3 a guy gets frustrated AG says to hell with it. 
4 The government is quite happy | 
5 that way. Then they can say people are unemployed and 
6 the Welfare is high. That way they try to justify bring- 
7 ing the pipeline. The whole government system just 
8 frustrates the people. That keeps them from getting on 
9 their own feet. 
10 The same thing with those 
Ll camp policies. It is supposed to help people get back 
12 on the land. Have you ever seen the conditions in the 
pe: forms for getting any money? Good, it seems like you 
14 need to be a lawyer to figure it out. And when you do, 
5 you find out you are not eligible because you went to | 
16 school too long. | 
Le No wonder people get frustrate 
18 And yet the government talks about always trying to hel 
19 the people. IT says that the people don't want to hel 
20 themselves. If what the’ government has been doing is 
ad trying to help the people, then I don't know what help 
22 BC igs 
a Mr. Berger, you are a lawyer 
24 and a judge. If we were a client of yours, could you 
25 honestly advise us to trust the government. with our 
26 future? Look at. what they have done to us already? 
2h Maybe you can see why we feel we have to control our 
28 own lives, Our own future. 
29 We just can't trust anyone els 


30 to look after us. People here are still trying hard to 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Robert Clemente | 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 be independent. To retain their own culture in their | 
a own way. But it gets harder and harder. 
3 : There are so many pressures on 
4 the people nowadays, and everything has to be done right 
ol away. The pipeline, the gasline, the dam. The government 
6 wants the people to get snowed under. 
Y If we did have enough time on 
8 our own, we could work it out together on our own feet. 
S If we had as much time now as the government has, to try 
10 to brainwash us, we could work it out and get =e 
ll back together. 
2 Now the government tells us 
a that they want the pipeline right now Right this day Arcti 
14 Gas is out drilling along the proposed route. The nen 
15 ment must still think we are brainwashed because they | 
16 think we will still agree with the pipeline. | 
i? There is no way. | 
18 I remember a few years ago, 
19 people lived in their homes, they got their own wood an 
20 hauled their own water. People were happier then. 
oi When they didn't have to depend on the government all 
22 of the time. We were happier then and we could do it 
22 again. 
24 But look what has happened. No 
29 the government gives the people everything, pays for 
26 the water and the fuel and the houses, the education. 
27 It gives the people everything, everything but one thin 
28 The*right to “live*their“own lives. 
29 And that is the only thing tha 


30 we really want, is to control*our lives, our “own Land. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. Robert Clement 
Harriet Gladu 


1 Ghat soa Ld. 

D MR. COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

3 very much. I wonder if you woulen sometime today, if 

4 VOuU.Can, if it is all right with your Council, get me 

S the correspondence that you had, relating to the land 
use permits. You said that Council didn't approve? 


A I have got it right here. 

Q Well, maybe you could let 
me have a look at ph Si 

I wonder, Mr. Clement, if you 
would let me take these papers with me and I will have 
them copied and send them back to you in the next mail, 
Poaotieac teal lL rignt withthe Council? I would like 
POrdO that? 

A Yes. 


Q All right, well, then, 


Miss Hutchison, these will be marked as exhibits and 


| 
when copies have been made, returned to Mr. Clement, 
in his capacity as Band Secretary Manager of the Council. 
A Settlement Secretary. 
Q SOL Ys 
(LETTERS RELATING TO LAND USE PERMITS MARKED EXHIBIT C-24) 
HARRIET GLADU: Sworn. | 
-) 


I am going to tell you about how I was brought up when 


I was a kid. 


of age when they went to Hay River. Just looked afte 
Ie SsChOO 1, 


I was a little over two years 
I didn't go to school when I 





HARRIET GLADU: a 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Harriet Gladu 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

at was there because I was too young. I just started to 

Z go to school when my parents thought, how come she is 

E not home with us for a long time now? So they asked 

4 me to Come back. So I came back home here. 

5 When I went up to Hay River, 

6 they spoke only in English to me. So when I came back 

7 here, I couldn't speak my own language. When I came 

8 back home to my parents, I didn't know my dad and mom 

2 too. It was just like coming back home to strangers. 
10 My dad was a hunter for the 

al | town, of Fort Norman. He used to go out hunting and 
12 get fish or moose. And the people that stayed in town 
43 like the Hudson Bay Manager, they used to go out and 

14 get the meat and that to bring back to the town here. 
15 I don't remember how it was in 
16 thebust) ati that ime se, PSusestarted to Wearn how to 
vy work in the bush and what bush life was like when I got 
18 married. — 

I Tiwas sti bra kid’ yet Ss "when 
20 I was married. A Norman boy. I was still young when 
21 I got married and after ‘I got married two years, my 
22 husband, they make him the chief. He was the first 

23 chief of Fort Norman. But still then, I was too young 
24 to realize what it was all about. 

25 My husband was the only one 

26 that could speak English because he went to school out 
27 in Edmonton for two years. She said, after two years | 
28 we were married, he went out and he came back and he 

29 said, they pay Treaty and they make me a chief. 

30 


At that time I didn't know wha 
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AGA REBOUND WAP Harriet Gladu 
1 he was talking about. And the -told. me that;, ii. told 
2 these white people, why do they want to have treaty for? 
: And when he asked them why are they pay treaty now, 
4 heyasaacdytney -toldshim that) later on in’ the future; it 
5 is going to be real good for your people. 
6 And she said, that my husband 
7| said, what do you mean? iL Gihiy Saeco ind, bO sbet,a wood | 
8 life for us in the future, if they are going to change 
2 it) in the future, the way tom laving,? We don ‘ts wants to 
10 have treaty. 
it And we told them, no we are 
12 Not ean tonchange ptheawavyior 1lifesin thetuture +. Tha 
13 is what they told me, he said. 
14 And in return, he told them 
is that you are just saying that for nothing. Because | 
16 later on in the future, if there is more people, more | 
17 white people coming, you are going to change everything 
18 And then what is going to become of my people? And 
19 they kept saying, no they are not going to change it. 
20 And at that time, he already 
21 knew that what it was going to be like now, because at 
22 then already he says, they are just saying that, becaus 
23 nothing is going to be written down to keep their reoord 
24 Ciawitn. And they will be forgotten, what they have sai 
224 to me. 
26 And when he was just sick and 
27 ready to die, he gave me his last words. And what they 
28 had said at treaty time, they say they are never going 
29 to change it. But I know, he says, they will change it 
30 





in the future. So what’ I?tell you now, 1 want you to 
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remember that when the time is changing, you will think 
apouc that. And I want you to remember this. Because 
it is going to change. They never tell you the truth. 
And it will change. 

The only thing I wish that the 
would leave the people alone and let them do as they 
want out on the land. And they lead their life the way 
they are and not to bother them. 

And at that time, he said, 
later on , in the future, the people are not going to 
be a boss of themselves. They won't even be able to 
go outside and cut a tree down. And I want you to re- 
member this. And once in a while, tell your people 
that. 

To keep talking and to have | 
meetings, and to bring this up once in a while so that : 
they will keep remembering it and won't forget about a) 
Because it is going to happen. The government is 
going to take over and the people will be just left 
alone. 

I have no children of my own. 
I adopted two children and their children, that is what 
I am worried about. I don't want to have a pipeline 
going through. And everyone of you are in here that 
fas GOU a LTaniay, your grandchildren, ‘think about i1t 
and talk about it. 

And that ts all that TI have 
tO say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. 
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PAUL MACAULAY: Sworn. 

PAUL MACAULAY: (Interpretation. ) 
He says, why are they eas so much about the pipeline? 
I keep thinking about it, if the pipeline comes through 
there will be no wildlife. 

Since 1946, the white people 
started coming down and doing surveying and all of 
that, and it seems like the animals are getting less 
and less now. 

At that time, there used to 
be lots of rabbits, lots of chickens. And fish too, 
you could just put a net in just about anywhere and 
you will catch fish enough for a meal. 

But now, it is not like that, 
how come it isn't that way? Is it because they are 
blasting in the river and in the lakes or what? 

Twenty Mile Island, we used to 
live there and there is a road going up on the Mainland 
to the Fish Lake. And there used to be lots of fish 
there. And one year there was oil companies, staying 
right around that lake. And now you go there to puta 
net in there and you won't get anything. How come it 
is that way? 

They must have been doing some 
blasting on that lake. 

I have put a net in there. He 
says he has put a net in and what he found in that net 
was a long piece of wire from here to the Bay, that 
far, I guess. It was that long he found in his net. 


He says there was not one fish on there. 
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3 The next winter we went back 

2 down to the same place to stay. And him and another ma 

3 | and his son went out rere because there was moose 

| tracks. They went hunting. And they followed this 

5 track and when they got to--they found--they followed 

6 | the tracks and they found this moose was dead. 

7| A moose is a big animal, but 

8 | it dies like that. So it would do the same thing with 

9 the muskrat and the beaver and the fish. 

10 At that same spring, there was 
ia a big lake there. And earlier in the fall, they were 
12 out there, and they seen a bunch of moose and muskrats 
ye push up all on that lake. It was just full on that 
va lake. 

15 So that spring, they went up 
ie there, for their spring hunting. And he said they | 
7 never got muskrat out:.of that lake, ee dukes 
18 was a beaver house there. And he was looking down 

19 in the water and he said he seen a whole slew of muskrats 
20 dead in the water. 
2. And that is the same lake that 
py) the oil companies were on. 

23 Even now, they are just out 

24 drilling around. Still there is animals going, getting 
25 destroyed. What would it be like when the pipeline 

26 comes through? 

ai We all don't want to have a 

23 pipeline. I am not the only one that is saying that. 
29 We all agree that we don't want the pipeline. 


30 We want to have the land claim 
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first. After that, if they want to have anything done, 
they could. But not before the land claim. We keep 


saying that but it ’~seems like they are just going ahead 


and do what they want. 
About that Bear River Dam, if 


that one too, if they do make a Bear River Dam, what 





would it be like? You said it was a beautiful country 





when you passed through there. What will it be like 
later on if they made a dam? 

And if the water comes up 
after they make that dam, all of those people in Willow 
Lake that made those houses, might be destroyed. It 
would be just the hard work for nothing. 

If the pipeline do come throug 
they will be bothering us about the dam again, about 
the Bear River Dam. And there will be no end of it. 

If they laid the pipeline, | 
they will be using all kinds of things to make the 
pipeline road coming through. And they won't be, they 
will leaving things around where an animal would 
come along and might just get hurt or die. 

It is not only me that thinks 
of it that way. There Tsvadiot of use thaty think of 
ts What will happen to us. If there is more white 
people coming down here when the pipeline comes through 
would we be able to go out and put a net in a lake when 
ever we feel like it? 

What is going on around here 
when they are drilling and that? We don't know nothing. 


They know it is good or they know what they are doing. 
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u But we don't know nothing. 
2 | If the pipeline do comes through 
3 and the highway comes er cso there will be nothing 
4 left of us. We wouldn't know where to go or what to 
5 do. 
6 | Everybody feels the same. I 


am not the only one that is talking like that. We all 
feel the same about this pipeline. That is all that I 
want to tell you. 

MR. COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, sir. 
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Selassie li igdtslettca John D. Hitchinelle | 
| 

1) | 
2 | JOHN D. HITCHINELLE, sworn | 
a A He is going to talk Hout : 
4 | the pipeline. : 


S| I wonder why they want to 
6 | put a pipeline, before since I could remember they 
used a barge to haul the oil, the gas up and down 


the river. As long as the river is still flowing 


oO 


9 and the barges go on, why can't they still go on using 





10] the barge to bring the oil and gas up? 


LL In the later future if the 





12 || pipeline does come through, and the animals are all 








3] destroyed, what will our children and grandchildren 

14 Bs on when they haven't got a job? | 
15 | When I was a kid my dad. was | 
16 telling me that in 1921 when they wanted to pay treaty : 
Le they had a meeting and talked amongst themselves for 

zi five days, only after that they had signed a treaty. | 
L9 What they had that meeting about 
20 || was to have peace always. If the-sun goes backwards and the river 
oi Starts flowing backwards, only then they ¢an talk about | 
22 || their land, but not before that. It is our land and we don;t want 
23|| to see the pipeline going through because we live on | 
24 this land. | 
25) If the pipeline comes through | 


26 | and destroys the animals, what willwe live on, to eat, 








27) The fish and everything will be destroyed and we haven't 


| 

| 

23 | got a job, what will we live on? ! 
29 This is our land, we were brought up an it, 


We live yh ee | 
30 ||fon it, why does this oil company and pipelines all want to 


| | 
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wome through and spoil it for us? 


The white people are just’ like ducks. In the spring 
they come down real happy because they are going to 


make money and in the fall when they are finished, 


the ducks go back just like the white people do, they 


come down in the spring to make money and go back 
in the fall when they have made their money. 


This is our land, we live 


on it the way we want. It rains one day and the next 


day the sun shines, that is the way that it is for 
us. We have hardships sometimes and sometimes it is 
really nice. 

This land, we do as we 
please on it, we go hunting whenever we want, we 
go trapping whenever we want, we are free. We don't 
want nobody to come and tell us what to do. 


I worked with the oil 


companies for four years and I watched how they do 


things, how they worked. I watched how they work. 
Sometimes they blast about five feet off from the 
lake shore along the fish lake and I ask then, 
"Why do you do that for, ‘because that fish, we need 
it for our meal’? And they tell me, "We hired you, 
you are working for us, don't tell us what to do." 
I know even with beaver 
andmuskrat they ruined them. When I work out with 
them in the camps their garbage, too, I watch that. 
They just throw it wherever they want. They don't 
clean up after themselves. 
After I watch how they do 


I told them, "When I get back to Fort Norman, I am 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. J.D. Hitchinelle 
i: going to tell on you guys- for not cleaning up the 
é camp, the garbage, and that, and I notice. that they 
3 | started digging holes, putting holes in the ground 
4 and throwing their garbage in there and covering 
5 it up. I worked with them.crossing the mountains 
6) for four years. I worked with the white 
7| people in the camp. I worked with the 
| white people across in the tour camp for four years 
| and there were big shots that came over 
eT there, they go out hunting, they get their moose or 
hay sheep, goat, just for the head and they just leave 
12] the meat like that to go to waste. 
13 And then we go out guiding 
aa and they shoot at’ any animal and far away from camp. 
15 | They just take the head and leave it out there and 
16 | I ask them,"Why can't we bring it back into camp? 
aI We could make dry meat." And they tell me, "You 
| are getting paid for it, you are guiding us, you don't 
19 | have to tell us what we should do." 
20 Sometimes when I am out 
24 with the oil company and working with them and some- 
are times they put dynamite to blast, and it doesn't 
23 blast, they just leave it like that. What happens 
a4 | to that afterwards? 
25 | And one time too I was out 
26 | with them and they told me that when they blast 
oy | the dynamite, the dirt around it it is no good 
28 | for animals, that is what they told me, and yet there 
29 was a beaver lake there, there were beaver on that 
30 lake, and they went over there, and they had sticks 
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| 
1 all around there too, and had put dynamite in there | 
2 just to blast it and he went over there and told then, | 
3 "Don't ‘do that because there is beaver on the lake," | 
a twice I told them that and they just left it;the> | 
| says, they never did nothing, those dynamites were | 
= just left like that in the ground. | 
7 I don't think that the | 
8 pipeline is that important. If they want the oil | 
9 that lad, ny can't they do it barging it up instead | 
10 of -- they keep talking about a pipeline. They | 
11 can have camps and work at the oil there and then | 
y2 





getting it into the barge. | 
THat is all that I am | 

going to say. | | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank | 
I 

| 


you, Mr. Hitchinelle. 


i 


I think, Chief, we might adjo 
now until 8 dclock tonight, and we will all come 
back at 8 o'clock tonight, would that be all 
raght? 

CHIEF: ANDREW: Sounds 


THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, 
we will adjourn then until 8 O'clock tonight and those 
of you who still have something to say will have a 


change to say it tonight at 8 o'clock. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 8 O'CLOCK) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies 


and gentlemen, we are ready for business and anyone who 
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wants to say anything further is certainly welcomed. 
Mr. Bell? 

MR. BELL: Thank you, 
Mr. Commissioner, I would like to at this time 


| 
introduce as exhibits the land use map on the wail. 





What I propose to do in order to shorten the : proceedings 








7 is just to describe them briefly myself and put them 

eu _ dhasubjeet.to proof, if it is all right with you. | 
7 3 These are the land | 
10 use maps that we prepared for the Fort Norman area. | 
26h I will point out -- this is Fort Norman here, -- | 
12 the area that they cover stretches from the Yukon | 
13 in the west. Here is the Yukon-Northwest Territories 

= ded border, approximately there, and in the southwest 

is corner we have the town of Ross River, in the Yukon 

16 Territory, and on the farwestern border here we have 
L? the Peel River, and up there is the Mackenzie Delta, 
18 just in the top left corner. : 
Lo Coming over a little | 
20 farther we have the Mackenzie River which comes 
21 down, crossing through the middle of the map, and 
22 you can see the communities of Fort McPherson, | 
and Arctic Red River, Fort Good Hope, Norman Wells, 
24 Fort Norman, Wi igen and at the bottom we have 

oat Camsell Bend. : Fore 

26 | | THE COMMISSIONER: I think 

27 these people know their geography, Mr.’ Bell. When | 
28 _ you get to the substance of it we can have “it : 
29 translated. 

30 MR. BELL: And on the eastern 
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hi Side we have the CoronationGulf and the Arctic Ocean, 

a the Coppermine River and down as far here as | 
3 Lac la Marte and Rae. Of course, Great Bear : 
4 Lake in the middle. | 
5 Each of these maps except | 
6 for the centre one has a legend on it and I will 

ti read the legend and aia we could have that | 
8 translated. | 
9 It says Fort Norman sample, | 
10 March 1974. 15 men, approximately 30% of the total | 
Li men of Native heritage over 30 years old at 
RZ Fort Norman, and there are marks here’ showing: three | 
13 different sizes of lines. The widest line indicates | 
14 that the route is used by more than half of the | 
iS people interviewed. 


The next size line, the 
middle size line, indicates that that route is 
used by between one quarter and 50% of the people 
interviewed. | 
The thinner lines, the | 
smallest line, indicates that that route is used by | 
less than one quarter of the people interviewed. | 
Perhaps, I could just point | 
out to you some of the major routes. You can see | 
them fanning out from Fort Nowieht hee) up and 
down the Mackenzie in both directions, this way, and 
this way; along the Great Bear River and into | 
Great Bear Lake; up the Willow River and around Willow 


, 
Lake; and this is theKeele River here. 
Some of the minor routes 
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extend to the edges of the map. 

The Mackenzie River 
route which goes right off the bottom of the map, 
and another one that goes off the top. 

We have other routes 
which go farther than this point in the Yukon here 
on the MacMillan River, which is a tributary of the 
Pelly River and of course up into the Coronation 
Gulf on the northeastern side. 

I think there are other 
symbols on the map which indicate the various types 
of wildlife that exist in a particular area. Marked 
on the map are fish routes, moose, barren land 
caribou, woodland caribou and sheep, and they each 
have a separate symbol marked on the map. 

I think that “is all .- 
about all I can do to describe it. 

I would like this marked 
as an exhibit, subject to proof at a later date. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That 
Wills Hala: Mariennibeuhd Hi aeendikeasauinta tid custody 


of the Inquiry. 


CHIEF ANDREW:Mr. Berger, before 


we go any further qn I introduce, I Aon't think 


that everybody here knows Mr. Bell, so can I introduce 


him? 
(GLEN BELL INTRODUCED BY CHIEF PAUL ANDREW) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Anyone 


else who wishes to speak to me and of course speak 


to all of you ahout the pipeline and what it will 
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| 
1 mean to you and your community is welcomed to do 
2 so now. 
3 , STELLA MENDO, sworn ! 
4 A She is going to speak 
5 to us on a little of what she knows. 
6 Yesterday when Judge Berger 
8 H 


happy to have him there and what we got we cooked 





7/ ~~ came out to viist us in Willow Lake we were all 

9 up and gave him a meal and that is how we are helping | 
10 each other with what we have. | 
Johnny and BlizabethWakaleya | 
12 are my parents and how they brought me up I remember | 
13 that. When I was small we used to travel up the 

14 | Willow River and I remember how hard it was for | 
15 them. : 
16 I was ten years old, able 


to help them and I helped them and I know how hard 
it was for us in many ways but still we worked all 
through those many hardships. 

I never went to school for 
very long, just until I was, by Grade 3, and I 
find it so hard living in the bush, because we have 
to work so hard, so when I was 15 years old I went 
to work as a cook in Norman Wells. 

I thought when you were 
working for wages it is much easier. That is why 


I went to work but I didn't like it because I thought 


so much of the bush life. 


My dad taught me how to 


put nets in, to hunt and to trap, he teach me all thos 
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a way of life in the bush. 

2 After I worked for two years I 

3 thought too much of my parents. so I came back and 

4 when I came back and back out in the bush again, 

5 it was a hard life, but yet it was good in a way 

6 because we were brought up living on wild meat, 

7 fish, we get moose hide, the hide we tan it, we 

8 | use that for a lot of things, for mitts, and I 

9 enjoyed that life. 

10 After I got married I 

ll still do the same, I go-out in the bush every year, 
12 sometimes it is hard for me and yet I still do it 
13]| because I just love being out in the bush and 

14 making our living because that is the way that 

15 I was brought up. 

16 No matter how much 

you 

17 money/have when yau go out into the city for awhile 
18 you still want to come back home because you miss 
19 your way of living, the way of life, you miss 
20 that so much that you aonte enjoy yourself when 
2u you go out, go south. 
22 We got only one son and 
23 he is fourteen years old now. I am thinking about 
24 his ccenree if he gets married and has children my 
25 grandchildren are the ones that will suffer if they 
26 put this pipeline through. 

av Last night when we had 
28 a meeting at Willow Lake there were childrens running 
29 around hae dy enjoying themselves while we were 


30 having a meeting. They don't know what we were talking 
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about, but it is for their future that we are 
talking. They don't know what is coming and if 
they do put a pipeline through, what will become of 
them? 

When we ask the white 
man for something and if he says no to us, we can't 
go back and ask him again, and that is the way I 
feel now. When we say, "No, we don't went a 
pipeline} we mean it. We mean it. We don't like 
to ask for anything, we don't -- once they 
say no to us we don't keep going back and asking 
them over again. 

This land is our land, 
God has given it to us to work on it, to live on 
it. If the pipeline comes through that is what 
I am worried about, what will become of the 
childrens. 

Out south in the countries 
where there is fresh foods growing year after 
year, we don't ask them for anything. We don't 
go out there and ask them for anything and what 
we have here is ours and why they always keep 
asking us the same question over and over? 

Yesterday when Judge Berger 
came to the Willow River and anne beautiful 
the country is, if he happens to leave Fort Norman 
and go by canoe all the way to Great Bear Lake, 
that is the way it will look, how beautiful it will 
be for him. 


And if they make that Bear 
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Danny Yakeleya 


dam it won't be pretty like it is now, because there 
will be so much water. 

That is all I want to 
say for now. I just keep thinking about the 
childrens that are growing up. It makes me feel 
so bad to think about what will become of them 
in the future. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much. 

DANNY. YAKBLEYA, sworn 

A I am Danny Yakeleya, 
I am a student. For the past -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Could 
you tell me how old youare ? 

A Eighteen. 

For the past months I 
have been listening to this Berger Inquiry about 
the grievance of the Native people and all their 
worries about their land, children and grandchildren. 

In the past year in 
school people from Gas Arctic, COPE and other oil 
companies have been coming to school and giving us 
big presentations on the advantages and disadvantages 
of this pipeline, what it offers to the Native people 
‘and all the goodies that will go along with it. 

But what a lot of us students 
-- we have been talking with COPE, mainly with COPE 
and in the bracket of Grade 10 and 11 and 12, we 
have come -- I don't know -- we have come to the 


conclusion that this pipeline is going to go through 
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no matter what weecay before Judge Berger, before 
the Federal Government. 

We also spoke to quite 
a few of our teachers, our supervisors and whatnot 
and they also agree with us that this pipeline 
will go through and that we aren't gdng to be ready 
for it when .it comes through,since we are grade 
10 and 11 and 12, that we don't have the technical 
skills to really get the good jobs with the pipeline. 

Also, when this pew. 
pipeline comes through, they: will offer the Native 
people jobs, but at this stage we don't have the 
technical skills and so the jobs that will be open 
to us will be like chopping willows, maybe, on the 
road, hauling out cooks' garbage, maybe being 
cook's helper or acook or a camp attendant. 

None of us want these 
jobs of chopping willows or scrapping out 
garbage cans, whatnot. We want to get something 
for ourselves. We want time to get ourselves 
organized and to get qualified skills or get the 
Native people organized so we can have a say in 
what is going to happen up here. 

We also.s want this 
time so that we can have our land claim settlement 
over with and the time to get organized after this 
land claim settlement to run what we have got, what 
we will have. 

It is pretty frustrating 


when the Government's hanging this pipeline in 
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ca Acie Danny Yakeleya 
l front of your nose and you can't reach it because 
2 you do not have the skills to go out and get it 
3 | and I am Grade untamed I don't believe that 
7 I willhe ready for it. 
5 | Speaking for my view 
6 | on this thing,because when I was sent out to Inuvik, 
4 | to take education, at Grade 2, everything thatwould 
8 entitle me to be a Native person like my language, 
9 maybe hunting skill if I needed it, fishing, at 


the moment I can identify myself as a Native, but 
I am only saying that I am a Native, or it says on 
paper -- Metis. 

When I was brought into 
Inuvik I wasn't -- I didn't have a big burden like othe 
students around me because I lived in Yelbwknife 
for about seven years and I was exposed to the 
whiteman's kind of way so I was lucky in a way that 
I didn't get all frustrated when I was young, I 
didn't get hombarded with everything that confused 
me . 

I came back to Norman 
for another three years of school, Grade 4, but 
Todt dyie pick up anything and I was sent back out 
to Inuvik for Grade 7 where I continued and I 
finished Grade 11 now. 

Sometimes our supervisor 
would get up in front of us when we would have 
Toastmasters and he wuld make a speech, sometimes 
he would say, he'd talk about, -- he would really - 


emphasize on education, of how good it was for us. 
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We'd have to educate ourselves, we'd have to be 
educated to, that we would have to negotiate, or 
talk; sor asort Slinaned Res with the white man at 
his level because he will not come down to our 
level and talk with us. 
Everyday, like almost 

everyday he would come in, your supervisors, 

your guidance counselors or some other Beodiay 
would be telling you that you should finish 

your education, get a good job, do this and do 
that, aim at this and aim at that. What he doesn't 
really understand that the Native pereon has his 
own way of thinking and his own way of planning 


things. 


When a Native personhas his 
own . way of thinking that he isn't -- that the 
white man expects him to be at his level, at his 
stage of thinking, and now, when a Native student 
leaves the hostel, or when a man has a job and 
he leaves it to go hunting, right away people 
are, you know, pointing at him. 

When you have got another 
thing to do, he is a bum, he cannot be trusted, he 
can't take it, he can't hold out. What he really 
doesn't understand iS8<the way that a Native person 
thinks, that hunting or something that is wrong that 
means something to him, to go out and to hunt at 
a certain time. 

Going back to the education 


system, the Government really is controlling us when 





ed ot evad blow ,esvleeivo stsoubs ot aved b'eW 
10) .steltopen oF evs: bivow ew Jedd ,or, betaoube 
te nem otteiw erie fd Leiapatey guo sroe 10 (Ale 
100 ot awob emoo ton Liitw ed seussed) Level elm 
Panta .ag dtiw Aled bas Level 

geomis etll ,ysbyzeva. ; nh 
\Stoalvieque qwoy yk emoo Bluow ed ysbyteve 
,elgdeq sedge amoe xo exolsanvoo sonehliup xaWO0Y 
taleit bisotie voy ted+ voy patifoes sd bluow 
ob Bas aids ob .dot boop 6s sep ,noltsoubs xwoy 
t'gnpeob ed tadW .isit ta mis bas atdi ts mie ,Jads 
gid asl moeteq eviste etd jadt bastexrsbau yliset 
vahaneiq to yew awo ain bas potanid? to ysw awo 
| -epaids 


ei astihoaxeq evitsv s rternW 

oft Jads -~ 3'mei od gedd patanids to ai! avo 
eid ts ,foevel eid ts od oF mitt astoeqxs ‘asm stidw 
jnebose ovisel s morw won bas pabdntds to spste 
Bas dot s esd asm s new 10 ,leteon ods aevsel 
alqoeq yaws tripdx .patteud op of at eavsel off 
mid ts paisaiog ..wond voy ,8%s 

seisonus foo svéd voy aotiw ita 
ef ,baseoxt od tomasy od mud 6 ef od ,ob oF pains 
yilsex od tedW .tuo blot #'aso ed ,tt eies F' nso 
aoe 9% evite 6 tsdt yow orttodh bastexebau 3 eee 
ged? pooww et desde paidtema to enitand gads ,ecatds 
26 thd oF wis suo op OF mid ot Lupevangerd ensem 
| emis andwel 5 
notssouBe edt of aos pitoD = 


nedw ty pik itorsiod SY vitee? sumuedaved a9 edeye 








920 


ALLWEST REPORTING L.TDO, 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Danny Yakeleya 


we get into school until the time thatwe get out 

of it. They are saying, "You do this, this, this 
and this, and you have to take this course and this 
course;jand whatnot. 

Up to a point where they 
are controlling us. Now they tell us, Grade 11 and 
12, we have to go to Yellowknife or that we don't 
go to school. They can't take us in Inuvik due to 
that they have shut down the hostels, -- shut down 
one hostel. 

All this pushing around of 
us and of other students that have quit school, 
whatnot, it gets pretty frustrating and you can't 

hitback, and you either have to take this as it 
is or you can just move along with the process and 
sort of blend yourself into it. 

I, myself, have blended 
in and at times I do fight it, not successfully, 
and as it turns out, in a personal point of view, 

I am more of a white than a Native, from my view. 

I am trying to get back what I lost. It is 

very hard, because there is no way you can get it, 
you can't get it in schools, you can only get it in 
your own town, which I only stay for two months of 
a year. 

On the pipeline we used to 
get information like I said from Arctic Gas and 
from oil companies and from COPE that would come to the 
“school and talk to us, and that is what we get, 


either what we -- if we want to learn more we would 
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have to scrap it from the Native Press, from other 
little newspapers, the radios and television. 
We areysnot given very much and we can't see very much 
of what is going on. 
This is probably going on 
in most places n education, that you people really 
don't see when you are talking about this pipeline, 
whatnot, how the parents are concerned, the grand- 
parents are concerned, hownthe organizations are 
concerned, but what you're not giving us is 
enough information for us to know, and so we 
usually have to scrap around or accept this pipeline. 
That also has to do with 
the land claim settlement .. I heard back maybe 
a year, a year and a half, but I never knew really 
what it was. I heard talk about treaty 8 and ll 
but I never knew what it was until I came upon some 
Metis Association papers that they sent my mother 
and I read it. Only then did I really find out 
what it was. It also had to do with the education 
systems throughout the North, in hostels and 
whatnot, and the Native kids aren't given enough 
to know what you people are fighting for. 
And so when our 
supervisor said that, that he justified education 
with negotiating for what is ours, we really did not 
know what was ours. We didn't know anything about 
the pipeline, about the treaty and I suppose we 
are expected to come out of school and fight for . 


what is ours, which we didn't know. 
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A I suppose you could say 
2 we should “know by reading mwspapers, and radios 
3 and whatnot, but only if we were interested we would 
4 find out. So I wouldn't expect too much from kids 
bs) that are coming out of Grade twelve to really get 
6 a hold of this pipeline or thistreaty thing ™ 


because they wouldn't have nothing, they wouldn't 
know very much about it. 

Also, I feelor I know 
that the pipetine will come up. 21 million people 
down south to us 36,000 up here, so we need the 
time to get organized and settle our land claims 
before we can do something. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, Danny. Just before you go. You said 
that you talked this over with the eacente in Grades 
10, enc a 2a 

A Some students. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And 
some of the teachers. 

A Well, we usually 
asked opinions of the teachers, you know, someone 
would say, "Will fe pipeline go through?", and they 
said, "Definitely? you know, it would come. 

THE COMMISSIONER: When 
you say school you mean in Yellowknife? 

A No, I am going to 
s chool in Inuvik. Now they send the rest to Yellowknife}. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Most of 


the students you talked to if they were here they 
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Maurice Mendo 


would say the things that you are saying, is that 
pretty well the way that you think it would come out? 
A Probably. Hopefully. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you. 


MAURICE MENDO, sworn. 
(Interpreter, ) 


A This is Maurice Mendo 
and he is going to talk a little about the pipeline. 

| This pipeline they are 
going toput through, they keep talking about it, it 
doesn't mean that much to us Indians here. 

If they ever put a pipeline 
through it will an the fish and the animals that 
we live off .from. 

| All animals have different 
food to eat ont on the land and even the fish; 
ther is not fish on every lake and if there was a 
pipeline put through and it happened to break there 
would be oil on the ground or on the water and that 
will ruin the wild animals that live on the ground or 
the fish that live in the lake. 

If it happened to break in 
the river the water flows and the oil weuitd go far 
in the water. Even if they put the pipeline through, 
there will be jobs, but they are not going to be 
forever for us Indians. We live on the land, off 


the land and that is what means more to us than 


a pipeline. 


A lot of us are in here at 





: ’ | ee “< ”! 

pare. | = = ¥ | : ' J 
jedt at .patysa xe voy 3ed3 apaidt ods yse Bluow 
$3u0 emon Bivow tL Ankdt voy tadd yow edt Flow ytsexq 
-Vilutegel .vidadort.-:\idin 44) Pay avid: wheter Cae 
AnsdT csASMOTSSIMMOD GBT, 6 a) es 4k te 


.u20wa ,OOWSM SOLAUAM », 
( | digitale 


obneM soi sn et aidtT A 
-ontleqigq edt suods elitil s Alst of “patop ai ed ‘Bec 
926 yori antlegiq ‘ald 
$i at suods paldlss qoeed Gade iano aug o2 patop 


| 
.oted ensibal ex ot tioum asdd msem +'sesob 
etiiegig s jug seve yedt II | 

| sent elsmines eft bas deait oda aivt LLiw 92 dpuords 
| | | moist tio evil ew 
| Snexetiib svedi alsmians IA | a 
,dett edt neve bas basl oft mo 3uo 3s9 oF Boot 
| & esw oreds It bas sist yreve no neti ton et ateds 
| exedt Asexd oft bensqasd Jf bas dpvosds tuq enilegqig 
| 3ed3 bine sadn eid ao xo bavoxp edd mo Lio ed biuow 
| xo bawo rR ors no evit tad elemins biliw ed? aiux Liw: 
| -oAat eas nt evil tans felt eit 

ni Asexd of beasqgsr 34 tI Pye 
| ast op Beodw ito ed? Das weet®: ro38W bese! zevis ont 
| “ vilpuowid eaktegig edt tag yods tk neve, oe ects ab 
ed o¢ pniop san et) yeds sud vedot ed Iitw e1eds 
iio ybaat ong fo avit ow venstbat ey x0% xsve102 
nist ex od stom eason tsetw et aid es bast od 
ontieata 5 


oy 
a 


papeey pee? 


~ ed | 7 wise | 








ALLWEST REPORTING L-7D. Maurice Mendo 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
i this meeting now that don't speak English or don't 
2 know how to write. They don't know what all this 
3 pipeline is RE ouE but they know what it is like 
4 to live out in the bush and eat off the land, that 
5 is why what we say about the pipeline we don't 
6 want it, we all agree with one another. 
7 When you are a kid and your 
8 parents teach you how to hunt and trap and live in 
9 the bush,you have never been to school, but when you 
10 are taught those way of life in the bush it is just 
12 like being a Grade 12 when you grow up to be a man 
bed and know all about the bush life. 
13 Sometimes when you are in 
14 the bush you have a hard time, you go out hunting 
16 or you go out trapping and you don't get nothing 
16 but a lot of times you have difficulty, everything 
a7 you go out for and that is the way the way of life 
18 is for us. If they put a pipeline through we don't 
19 really need it, and this way of life, the animals 
20 that we live from is -- that is what means more 
on to us than a pipeline. 
an When we are out in the 
2a bush and we see a dead animal, it really hurts us 
24 because it is like our money, and it is our food. 
‘Lo It really hurts us to see that. 
26 This Bear River dam that 
27 they're talking about, it is just like a highway 
28 for us pe@ple. We work on it, we fish on it, there 
29 is fish in that river, we go up on that river by 
30 boat, it means a lot to us. If we went out into the 
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1 city and said something about their river or their 

2 highway, they wouldn't like it. That's the way 

2 we feel here. | . 

4 These old people that are 
5 talking amongst one another, what they say I believe 
6 them, I know it is dal true. 

7 That is all that I am 

9 2 . THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
10 you. 


8 going to say for tonight. 

ANGUS LENNIE, recalled 

A I believe I have been 
sworn in before, do you remember? 

My name is Mike Lennie 
and I have been living at Fort Norman for a great 
Many years and maybe, you know, I have about five 
pages that I have to say. 

I guess a lot of things 
that I have to say now, the young people, like Mr. Yakaleya 
who come out of the hostel system, such as I too, 

I have the same feeling as he has, I have the same 
feeling of young people in Hay River when they say 
they don't know where ther heads are at. 

And today I await a silent 

“moment in my life, of what is to be the future of 
my generations Is it to be a part of Canada, 
this great and beautiful country, rich in culture and 
to one's imagination: 
I sit today with a 


glimpse of confusion of what is to be my life 
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for the nextone hundred years, what I mean 


by that iS my children and my greatgreatgrandchildren 


and so on. 


Is it to see the world in 


which there is many opportunities, or-to box 


ourselves into the imagination of our own worldly 
kingdom? The answer is no, . I don't feel this 
is the answer to being on this earth -- just to 
be physically gone in a moment. 

But now a decision 
has to be made about the Mackenzie Valley pipeline 
and its people. I am sure it oa be as many 
people said a northern nightmare or ‘ national 
dream. 

First ofallyyi'an- give 
my ideas on what I feel is sort of the northern 
nightmare. 


It will be the destruction 


of its landholders who are the Native people of this 


country and their. way of life I am sure, and the 
only solution I den see for people surviving the 
pipeline or such developments like dams is to 
have a just land settlement in which you look all 
over the Territories, Bone are asking °©. for that, 
a chance to ie vat! 3 

Our national dream is where 


people can be part of the greater society, yet 


can keep their identity and be themselves, where the 


Dene of the Northwest Territories are given the. 


power to build their family structures, better school 
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systems for themselves, and to have a say in 
politics itn Canada and abroad. 

I guess what I am trying 
to say is to give the people the power and the 
freedom to make decisions which are to govern their 
lives for the next thousands and thousands of 
years to come yet. 

I speak as a person who 
went through the hardships of surviving in this day in 
ages I too did pack water and saw wood.'.and lived 
in ruddy shacks, I went through that too, you must 
understand. 

Yes, I must say it was 
very hard for people like me to have maybe, 


have questioned the planned education system. 


After I got out of it 
{ was asked what I wanted to be, what I wanted to 
make of myself, but the most important thing in the 
last two years of being out in the field is that I 
can be myself, a human being,to make decisions for 
myself. 

Now, I feel that that type 
of person who speaks for his thoughts to be either 
heard or to be either rejected. It doesn't matter 
to me. 

But it is quite obvious 
I have had an education of some type. It's a 
good thing because maybe I can put my thoughts across 


much more better. 
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l And it is a very, very 
2 sorrowful+thing because maybe I can't speak the 
3 Native languages, maybe I Bart hunt and trap in 
4 the bush, but at least I will have something. 
5 For that I am very thankful for my parents, my 
6 mother and my father, for helping me to struggle 
7 through my battles since I was about -- since I left 
8 home about 15 years old. 
9 It was my turn then 
10 to fight my own battles and I feel very competent 
1% in what I do and‘in what I. say. I look to the 
12 future with the tools to exist in this modern 
13 society of technology. 
14 Such a thing as the pipeline, 
15 I see it coming to our fair north with a fate more or 
16 less of destruction or prosperity for the people, 
17 a sense of wonder, desperation with a half scream 
18 in my mind of maybe what can happen. I feel that 
19 I too, in this day in age have to raise a family, 
20 bring up my children, hopefully I can bring them 
27 up in a better world than I have been brought up in 
22 sometimes, and that is debatable. 
23 I am sure that I will 
24 live for this reality. Maybe another high mountain 
25 gone ‘ or climbed, maybe that mountainnwasn't 
26 there in the first place. I speak to the old 
2h people, ones who are ready to pass away any time, 
28 the ones who have grey hair on their hair and who 
29 have lived life fully. What can I say to you all? 
30 A lot of people, the young people are asking, 
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1 "Tell us more about _our cwubture, our language. 
2 They want “to learn. Give it to them before you 
3 pass. 
4 You the old people, have 
=) taught us to share our worldly materials with the 
6 less,poorer people in the community. Or that maybe when 
7 you bring fish or moose meat to the table to feed 
8 other people who are less poor, I am sure that you 
9 are richer in spirit. 
10 You don't have to look 


back and say you have failed us young people, you 
still have a chance to talk with us. Maybe from 
then on what you have taught us can be carried 

on to all the children too. I am sure that many 

of you people have wives, families and so on that 
you‘love dearly. Maybe I can say the feeling ‘that 
you have for them is the type of feeling we have 
for our people too, and I know that you feel it. 

For the young people of 
today caught between two worlds, have yet to govern 
their decision of what is bad and good in their 
daily lives. Many young people will fall by the 
readside and pick up the bottle because of frustration, 
which I heard many times tonight. Who are the 
people who are going to come and live and get up and 
go a bit further. 

As I said, I am a person 
who has quite a bit of an education, but I am not 
bragging about it. I choose to take my lifestyle. 


and morals from both societiesy the white society 
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1 and the Indian society. I am very sure the best 
a of two societies of two worlds is a greater opportunity 
3 to see things a bit differently. 
4 Sometimes I see the two 
5 groups fighting all the time and I wonder what the 
6 battle is for. You look in Canada today and you 
9 find that young people are voicing their epinions 
8 of society, of what they don't like and what they 
9 want to make their life as. That, I feel, is very 
10 valuable and should be taken into consideration. 
ll For them hopefully there will be a new day,an age 
12 in which doors will be open and opportunities given 
13 to the young people of this country. 
14 Maybe now we will. have the 
16 strength to build a better future for them for their 
16 lives now and their children for we know the decisions | 
L7 that are made now and that have been made in the | 
18 past and you can see them, Treaty 8 and 11 and 
19 other such major decisions that are affecting people 
20 now and the decisions made now will affect people 
21 in the future. 
22 Many times I have sat by 
23 the Mackenzie River and an occasional moment felt 
Pa the slight breeze of the Great Bear Lake. What is 
25 the fate of our people? I am sure, Mr. Thomas Berger, 
26 you, too, have sat and wondered. Who wil} have the 
27 burden or the guilt? 
28 You are old, with that 
29 wisdom was promoted, to make wise decisions for 
30 all humanity and right now we are talking about the 
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decision of the Mackenzie Valley pipeline and its 
people. *™ 

I am young with a full 
determination to live, and yet a child, some say 
who plays with toys now, later to graduate onto 
even bigger toys. The sun has set and my message 
is here right now and I must go like everyone else 
sometime. 

My best thoughts are to 
you and your staff on the hope that when you do 
go down the Mackenzie Valley, I am sure that some 
thing will strike you. 

The Inquiry is just like 
having a white paper in front of you ‘.and having a 
whole bunch of stuff, a whole bunch of goodies and 
what you pick out of it and what you eat and 


what makes you feel good, teugoing to determine. 


What I mean by that is 
that fruit and-so on insteadsof having a feast 
there you would have an education, instead of having 
a flood there you would have social development, 
that is what I am talking about. 

Maybe in the city you 
cannot see the sun rise or sun set because of all 
the smog, but being a northern born in this country 
I have seen it rise and I have seen it sét. 

As an example, everybody 
has one life and choses very, very wisely. 

Z think that thateis all 


I have to say to everybody, but I have sat down last 


es ea canteen. ae A EE LLL ALLL ALLEL A LL A te A i ns 


ati bree eos stunt oN otto . 


wer. lig at ha ea ne Selon 
Iist 5 dotw pavoy, jageSipee hhc. o .Werids oe soe 
ysRe omoe. ,blito s sey bas ,evil ot noktsnimesob 
' otno etsubsip oF tegsL’ ywon eyor Atiw aiystqvoste 
Spsaeont ym boas 298 eed “moe edT .avyosd szsppid neve 
eele enoyisve eatt op Satine bras won tipix sre et 
| - yomitemoe 

oF 926 etipvort Jtasd YM © 
of woy medw sedt ego. odd a0: Ysde mvoy Dns voy 
enom tedd sive ma I ,yelisv otsnexonm si? mwob op 
4 BOY etinte Iitw patds 
eAiL taut ek yrtwpnt exit obit 
s prived bas voy to taoxt mit 1reqsg sdidw 5 patved 
base eeihoop to donud eiodw 6 ,itiute io donud eLorw 
bas to voy dstw bas sf to Juo Aokg voy tsrlw 
.onterreteb o¢ paiopvet .boop leat way eotsm tériw 


et Sorts yd ssom I Jtscw 
gases? s paived tosbretent no o8 bas tiuzt tsds 
paived to beesent \moltsoube ms sved bluow poy ered 
ink ape aned istooe evsri biuow yoy steds bool 5 
.tuods prtdiat Pt) I todw wi ‘age 
uoOY ysko edd at edysM | 


Ils to eeussed toe ave 10 sats nue edt e828 tonaso | 


ysjasoo aldd ak nxod miedtion 6 pried tud poms ont 


$92 $f move over I bas sels $2 mdse over T 

vbodyzeve ,elgmsxe as 8A heli Aish car 5 
‘eieike yrev \viev eeeodo bas etl emo asd 

tie Ue kad Gade tes FOP er ee 


jest mwob jse eved I tud ,ybodyteve of yse oF evsd T 





s 6 4 9 @ 2 





932 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Angus Lennie ~ 
1 night for a couple of hours and wrote a poem which 
2 I thought I think maybe could be a northern 
3 nightmare or a Canadian prosperity for all 
4 peope. 
2 Is it sleeping time again? 
S The mind with its forceful thoughts 
q Revealing the hard realities of life. 
8 Many dreams of pain and suffering 
; “Tears shed to beg life's pardon 
20 Of struggling to freedom of spirit. 
Rl Some will fall, while others. arise... 
te Who will change the main decisions? 
te Of a life to vanish in a moment... 
ae My feelings, happy yet sad with pity. 
15 


Of the world I see: 
Only beautiful memories of nature... 
Shuttered in the image of our people... 
And maybe I can thank everybody that has the 
patience to sit down to listen to what I have to 
say, and I thank Mr. Thomas Berger for having the 
confidence in me and I am sure that the best 
wishes on your trip and all. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much. 
I think that we might take 
a Pine minute adjournment here and just stretch 
our legs and get a bit of fresh air and then we will 
come back in about five minutes and hear the 


rest of the people who want a chance to speak. 
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ae JOhAetIcEWen 
iF (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 
2 " 
, (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: °- Well, 
5 we will call our meeting to order again, ladies 
6 and gentlemen. See if there is anyone else who 
7 wishes to speak. 
8 JOHN McEWEN, sworn 
9 A Mr. Berger, fihave 
10 | been sitting and listening to people of this commun- 
dal ity addressing you as part of this hearing and 
12 I am much impressed by the words that they spoke 
13 and much disturbed by them as well, and I decided 
14 that I would like to address you also. 
5 My name is John McEwen. 
16 I am an employee of the Government of the Northwest 
L¢/ Territories. 
18 I was born in northern 
L9 Ontario and raised there. I was a public school 
20 teacher for nine years. I served on a city council 
21 and did some work with .community organizations, 
I22) notably fighting for tenants' rights, subdivision 
23 and rate payer's rights, and financial control, 
24 i.e. credit unions. 
25 I responded to a newspaper 
26 mddcasking for people to come to the Northwest 
a1 Territories, people who had the kind of background 
28 that I had to take positions with the Government 
29 of the Northwest Territories called Settlement 


30 Manager. 
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pee ead John McEwen 
1 I came here in mid- 
2 January of 1974 and discovered that the people 
2 of Fort Norman wioneaitly aia not want a Settlement 
4 Manager. 
5 The position carries 
6 with it a great deal of resentment on the part of 
e; the people at a person with that title being here 
8 and a person with those powers being here. 
9 If I tell you settlement 
10 Managers wsed to be called atea administrators and 


that before that they were called Indian agents, 
you may understand part of why that is so. 

I am under a two year 
contract with the Government of the Northwest 
Territories to phase out the position and to make 
sure that the people. who will be taking over are 
competent in business aspects of their jobs. 

Politically /@it* isha 
very uncomfortable position to be in. But what I found 
when I came here was that in-spite of the political 
resentment towards the positi6én that the people 
were personally very friendly towards me. 

I like that from them very 
much. It has been an interesting period of my 
life and I have a genuine and deep respect for the 
people of this community. I really like them. 

I have had some 
very good experiences here, and I have had some that 
I can only describe as frightening. I don't want 


to talk at all about the bad experiences that I have 
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had because I feel that almost entirely they are the 


result of *the reactions of people whose very lives 
are .being threatened. 

And I can understand that 
unpredictable things will sometimes happen with 
that kind of pressure on you. 

What I would really like 
to talk about are some of the good experiences that 
I have had because when I listen to the speakers 
today and they talked about threats to their way 
of life and the oppression of the Government, 
both governments, you might léave Fort Norman with 
a picture of human gloom, there isn't any nice 
things, there aren't any nice things that happen 
here. 

I guess the Northwest 
Territories is at an awkward age because the white 
people who come here to work for the Government 
of the Northwest Territories for the most part are 
given assignments somewhat like mine. The desire 
of the people here to be running their own affairs 
and controlling their own lives, while it may not 
be correct to say that it is growing, certainly 
their ability to express that desire is growing. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You 


mean the wish to do so is always there? 
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A I believe it is there 


in all people, buh what we have in Fort Norman is 
a community of about 17 or 20 white people here on 


various assignments.and there are about 250 Native 
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1 People who relate to them in various ways. 
' The Mackenzie Highway and the 

Mackenzie Valley pipeline were both issues that 
dawned before I came here. But the people's 
awareness of what those things will mean to them has 
been growing while I have been here and fi have seen 
the effects of their growing awareness. 

The threat of those two 
projects has forced them to crystalize their 
thinking and to vocalize their arguments against those 
projects and against the agencies who conceived 
them and against the agencies that render them 
powerless to assume the proper control over their 
own destiny which means that the Government of the 
Northwest Territories and its Department of Economic 
Development, Social Development,Education come under 
a Great deal of fire and a great deal of very well 
articulated and very well appropriate criticism. 
in spite of the fact that they are peopled with 
people just like me who didn't come here meaning 
to do any harm. 

It is very uncomfortable 
for a white person working for a particular government 
sagency to hear his culture being criticized roundly 
for what it is attempting to do or thinking of doing 
to this culture and it is very upsetting to hear the 
agency that you work for being criticized. 

What you have is neighbours 
living together with a very awkward political situation 


between them. We are neighbours and we do relate 
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ALERT REROR TING mb: John McEwen 
zy to each other in a very real way. I would like 
2 to give you some examples: 
3 The first speaker 
4 today was Paul Andrew. Shortly after I arrived 
5 here Paul's father died and I can remember sitting 
6 up late with Paul in a very emotional conversation, 
jl my father had died just a year or two earlier and 
8 we spoke to each other to try to comprehend that 
9 particular blow of fate. 
10 Rod Hardy was the second 
pie Speaker. Last night I sat up all night 
12 -with Rod Hardy waiting for you to arrive and we 
13 talked, watching the sun come up. Rod's father, 
14 Jack, gave me potatoes to plant in my garden and 
is he regularly asks »me how they were doing. 
16 Robert Clements addressed 
Li you and he is the Secretary of the Settlement and 
18 the person whom I am supposed to be training to 
19 take over entirely the central administrator role 
20 here. 
21 One of Robert's favourite 
22 ways to spend an aternoon is to go to the school 
23 and just kind of be there with our four teachers, 
24 Brian Menton, Dorothy Menton, Bill Hunting and 
as Stella Hunting and the -atmosphere thewis one of a 
26 very warm friendship. 
27 . When Robert's wife 
28 gave birth to a baby boy recently, he asked Stella 
29 Hunting and Bill Hunting if they would be godparents. 


30 | Harriet Gladu spoke to you~ 
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URNA, Se fohny MeRMeh 
1 I recall spending a very pleasant hour with Harriet 
2 and a visiting Anglican minister talking about the 
3 old days and the Anglican church and her marriage in 
4 that old church and the christenings of her children 
= in sthatrolarechurch: 


John D. Hitchinelle spoke 
to you and I remember making an application for his 
cousin, David Hitchinelle,through the Game Division 
of the Government of the Northwest Territories for 
building materials for him to build a cabin on 
his trapline down at Stewart Lake. 

Danny Yakaleya spoke 
to you. Last summer his older brother, Raymond, 
was married and Laura asked me if I would agree 
to use my house as a space for the reception after- 
wards because it was larger and it was a very 
good party. 

Elizabeth Yakaleya 
spoke to you while at Willow Lake and I viSited 
“yesetels Elizabeth md Johnny a couple of times and I 
like them mer yvammboln 

Last year when I went on 
holidays I visited and Johnny found out I was going 
back home to see my mother, they brought out a 
carving of a Slavey Indian sleigh, tobogan and asked 
me to take it to my mother as a gift. It brought 
tears to my mother's eyes to think that a total 
stranger that far away would think that much of her. 

Victor Menico spoke to 


you about == well; sometime in the last week 
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Victor came to me and indicated that the cabin 
that he was building needed about five or six 
boards and could I:give him boards from our’ supplies 
which did. 

Fred Andrews spoke to you. 
Last summer Fred Andrews completed a new log 
dwelling using the $5,000 special grant from the 
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories. It 
makes me proud that my agency was able in at least 
one case to do something nice for someone. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you 
say $1,000 or $5,000? | 

A $57,000. we 

Angus Lennie spoke tow 
you and I can remember one evening getting into a 


fight trying to keep Angus °« Lennie's girlfriend 


from getting insulted by someone else. 


Paul McCaulley spoke to you 
for awhile this Ses eae He has a large family, 
and when our government's staff houses were going 
in this year and the subcontractor came in, I gave 
him aaerir of names of local men who were carpenters 
and I put Paul McCaulley's name at the top of that 
list for him to ask him first because he is 
one of the best carpenters in town. He is a very 
wonderful man. 

Paul also has a daughter, 
Cecile who finished teacher training this year and 
on that subject of teacher training, the two 


years that I have been here, there have been two 
| 
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ef Native teacher training students stationed in this 

2 school here for the period of their training,both 

3 years. | 

4 What I mean is that the 

5 Governmentrof the Northwest Territories doesn+tt 

6 always do really bad things because some people 

7 really do want to help and if Brian Menton or 

8 Dorothy Menton or Bill Hunting or Stella Hunting 

9 were here they could tell you of similarly warm 

10 experiences that they have had with many of the 

eI people here. 

12 There have been many, 
L3 Many people here who have done really nice things 
14 for me and for the other white people here too. 
Lo And we try to be good neighbours to the people that 
16 we live with in Fort Norman. 

Lay But the whole question of 
18 this pipeline upsets those neighbourly relationships 
19 really badly. There is too much at stake and I 
20 think that sometimes the people here might feel like 
21 Damocles ara the giant sword hanging over their 
22 heads by a hair, and so the issue of the pipeline 

23 really does get in the way of really good friendships. 
24 Just talking about it, 
25 makes people upset and unhappy and it disturbs the 
26 smooth flow relationships and a smooth growth of 

27 things in some kind of natural progress. 

28 It frightens me to think 
29 about what degree of upset might result if it 

30 actually were undertaken. Therefore, I ask you as a 


a nnnias nit 
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person to complete your Inquiry with all due 
haste and ‘I hope that you will be able to make a 
recommendation that the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline 
not be built because not only would it destroy 
this culture, as these people have told you, but 
it would destroy the community of Fort Norman 
forever. 

We cannot be good 
neighbours with a threat like that hanging over 
onenofscus. 

The only way that it could 
ever happen in a smooth manner would be if the 
native organizations were given absolute veto power 
aver every last detail, and the only way that that 
could possibly happen would be if they reach 
their land claim settlement first and then worry 
about the pipeline in their own way as they 
saw fit. 

Thank you very much for 
your time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, Mr. McEwen. 


ELIZABETH YAKALEYA, recalled 
(Interpreter )*: 


A This is Elizabeth 
Yakaleya speaking now and she says when I heard 
Danny Yakaleya, that is my grandchild, talking, 
and when he said I don't know anything of their 
way of life in the bush, it brought tears to my 


eyes, but in away it is our fault. When they 
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= go to school and come back for two months, we could 
2 take them ‘out in the bush and live out there with 
3 them and teach them our way of life, but we never 
4 do that. When my sonrwas fourteen years old 
= his dad went to the hospital and he was going to 
6 school and they keep telling him, "School is good for 
7 you; but it is good for you in the bush too so 
8 that you learn the way of life, how we used to 
9 do in the bush. 
10 So my daughter and son-in-law 
BiG took us back out to Willow Lake and we went on 
2 my snare lines and I was setting snares. It is not 
L3 those wire snares that you set now, it is a real 
14 snare that you have to make, and I seen the marten 
15 tracks and I told my son to set a trap and he 
16 said, "I don't RAL Sica do it for me." And 
7 he was fourteen years old already and he didn't know 
18 how to set a trap for marten. 
13) So I set a trap for him and 
20 the next day we went and visited the snares and 
21 visited trap and I got a marten in my trap. 
YBa And so when I caught that marten I told my son to 
23 take that marten off the trap and set that trap the 
24 way I did it, but the only way you are going to make 
25 a living for yourself because your dad is sick and 
26 in the hospital. 
7x4 My husband was in the hos- 
28 pital and came back home and then went back out again 
29 for three more years to the Charles Camsell hospital 
30 in Edmonton. 
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oc aia emake Elizabeth Yakaleya 
1 My son went up to 
2 Grade 7. ‘He was supposed to go to Inuvik to do 
3 his grade 8, but he didn't go. He learned half 
4 of the English in school, how to write and read and 
5 the other half is the way of life in the bush, 
6 so for me it is just like he took his Grade 
7 12, because he knows both. 
8 When Danny and I talk 
2, about school, saying what education I got, yet in 
10 a way I feel real bad for them because they just 
aha know only one way. I am speaking to you people 
i that's in here, the Native people, the father and 
13 the mother of your childrens. Speak to your 
14 children in your old tongue, teach them the 
IS way of life at home, it is good to speak English 
16 and do the things that whitemen do, but it is 
Ay? good to be our own self and speak in our own 
18 language and live the way we used to in the 
1p land. 
20 When I was young I went 
on. to school for six years. I had no mum, no dad. 
22 After six years I came back home to my uncle 
22 and aunt and they used to tell me, "Go out and 
24 set snares for rabbits." I didn't know where 
2p to begin from. I used to cry because I didn't 
26 know nothing. Finally, my uncle felt sorry for 
Be | me and teached me how to work, how to set snares. 
28 He taught me everything,how to work in the bush. 
29 and it is really good when you know all these things. 


30 When Danny and Angus talked and said that they didn't 
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Rr eee Elizabeth Yakaleya 
l know anything about life in the bush, I feel 
5 so bad abcut that. 
3 Pee EConen lives 
4 his life the way he wants and an Indian lives 
5 his life the way we want. It's nice to know about 


the whiteman's life and our life. When we say 
that this is our land we mean it because we were 
brought up on it and these people here should 
teach their children some more about the way of 
life out on the land. 

When we say that this 
is our land it is our land because we were born 
here. The land is our money. The food on it, 
that is what we live on. 

When us natives say 
"no" about something, it is no. When they say 
they want to put the pipeline through even we 
say "no" they are still going to do it. 

When they come in for 
drilling seismic, they ask and we say no. They 
are still doing it and now when you are up in the 
air, the plane jyou see all these roads. 

I thank Mr. Berger to come 
here and sit with us and listen to us what we are 
talking about. He has got a good heart to just sit 
down and listen to what we are all saying about 
the pipeline and about the land claim. 

I thank you very much. 

Yesterday when we heard. 


that you were coming over to Willow Lake we put up 
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a big tent and us womans all went out and got 
spruce boughs to put for the floor and got everything 
ready. 

When Judge Berger was 
coming we never had anybody like him or the Queen 
or her son ‘to come and visit a small settlement 
like this at Willow Lake and when Judger Berger 
was coming they said that we were all so happy 
especially when he came out to Willow Lake. We 
are so proud of him, to have himthere with us. 

When he came to Willow Lake my childrens all helped 
each other and really worked to make it comfortable 
for him. I really thank them all. 

And that is all for now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much. 


PAUL BATON, recalled 

THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Paul Baton. 

A Yesterday I talked 
with Judge Berger for awhile and again tonight. 

I want to talk with him for awhile. 

I am going to talk about 
when they: first had treaty. I spoke to some older 
people that -- about treaty when they first had 
treaty and they said when they first had treaty they 
told the people that the Government would always 
help you. The reason why I asked these old 


people about when they first have signed treaty 








cud op ae 08 308 og 6 abd a 
2 ) Me doe Age * .ybsox 

@eaw Sagted editor ‘nett fel) Wh, Dev we) Obed, Ven 
‘qeeu0 edd xo mid oxLL ybodyns Bsd tévem ow painos 
jaomaidyee tisme 6 dtaty Bas emos of” moa 36d 26 
xop1ed ropbst codw Bab oxed wolliW 36 elds oALI 


yaqed of tte exew ew tert bise yed? pnimoo esw 
ed ened wolll® oF tio amdo of medw yfisiosges 


eu itiw exed mid oved o¢ \mid Yo beoxg oe xs 
beqiod [fs adexblids ym exsd wolliw ot oman ef nortw 
gidadttoimes $i ‘eAsm ot beattow ylissx Bats 46nto dose 
wits oulitt Nasty yilfsex I .mid xo% 
.won wot Ils ef tacit Daa 
AnsdT :AAMOLLAIMMOD SHUT 


.dopm yxev uoOY 


boelisoex ,MOTAS JIUAT 
ai eiff :ASTSASARTHI BHT 


| totem Iusd 
hextiss I yeabueseoY A 


Sipinos mapa bas ol bwe. to? sxepred spbut diiw 


elhive 20% mid dtktw Alss oF tusw I 
sueds ates oF patop ms I. eee 
“ aeblo smoe of ptegs 4. yteoud bed 902k? yomts intuit 

bed texit yorit nedw ytsex3 tvods -~ 3eq3 elqoeg 

veds yisexd bad sexi? yerls medw Diss yort bas yssex3, 
eyswis bivow tnemaxzsyoD edt tadd aigosg sid biod 
‘Bio exert boxes I yw nossex edt .voy qied 

uyserd beapta ever, Iey23. yeds, gedw auods: efqoag. 


: : 


yw 
* 


“so 
re 


irs 





pep © 424 we se Se OH Oe 


- 
Be 


m™m 
mm 


eo f 8 a & 
Yn - Fe > 





946 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 








BURNABY 2, B.C. Paul Baton 

1 was because I was a chief and I wanted to know what 
2 it was like when they first paid treaty here. 

3 ' I have rever been to 

4 school, I don't know how to read or write. Today 
5 I am 50 years old, still, I know how the whiteman 
6 works and I know how the Native works. I see 

7 ithaiie 

8 This pipeline they are 
9 talking about we don't want to have it and this 
10 Bear River dam, that too, we don't want it. 

il The old people used to 
2 talk with me and said that John Blondon's dad 
13 was the one that found the oil at Norman Wells. 
14 Yesterday when you were 
be at Willow Lake we talked about it and you heard 


aldmaboutsut. 

Long ago there was a white 
man trapper out on Bear Lake who found a 
piece of rock. That white trapper lived with us 
Native people and an old Native man had found a 
piece of rock. We didn't know that there was some 
money in it and he brought it home and gave it 
to this white man trapper because he didn't know what 
it was, and that white trapper knew what it was I 
guess because shortly after that he went back 
out. 

The next year there were 
some white people coming in surveying and the 
white people were, there were four brothers, ther 


last name was Levine and that old man talked about 
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1 it later on. They gave him 25 pounds of flour when 
2 they firstr seen him -- 50 pounds O& ¥E1LOUF ¢ 
3 Three times in a row they 
4 gave him 50 pounds of flour and after that he 
5 never seen them. 
6 What these people are 
7 | telling you now is not only him they're talking 
8 about, the way of life is all the same along the 
9 Mackenzie River. 
10 These companies that come 
Ly in, they are the ones that are making money off 
42 it while they are working, ;drilling, not us. 
L3 What we are talking about 
14 now is we want to have a good life and for our 
15 little childrens that are growing up now we want 
16 them to have a good life too. 
Ls This oil company, also 
18 the Government, what they say is only for themselves, 
aS it is not for everybody. When they talk about 
20 this old man, that they gave him 50 pounds of flour, 
ai that is the way that we are going to be. This is 
22 what I am talking about. When they paid treaty 
23 they said they would look after us and that is the 
24 way it should be. 
25 If the pipeline goes 
26 through, when the sun sets and the sun rise, and 
ai we can't see it, it Se so dark, that is the 
28 way it will be for us. 
29 ; If you listen to what we 


30 are all telling you now, the sun set and it will be 





Gas 
Tae: 


—atwoLt Ro ebasog 02 ~~ mis eee text? yor 

yort wot sti sent serdT 
an tsdd x9otits bas mwolt scnabiiabieint! ahaemtas 
aye Moca age molt meee xeven 


j 


ems olqosq epety teqWe 5 


paitiss sx’ yons mid yine Jon at won voy piit led. 


ads. one emee oft [is at stil 20 ysw edd ,tuods 
i . | >. 42evia eisnodlosM 
emon stadt golnegqmon sashTt 

tio youom pnidem x5 jedt aeno ef ots yods ,at 
ey ton spat Ltb¢E 4 prbasow axe yords elidw ot 

suods patties evs ow tolW | 
awe ‘30% fis siif boop 6 avsi ot tusw ew el won 
jrisw ew won gu pnhiwoxp 915 teds anszbiino sistil 
oot ati boop 56 evsad oF mont 


onls yyasqmoo Ibo skat 


,esvieeseny tot yine et yse yeadd Jariw «tnomatevod sds 


‘jyods Als? yods new .ybodyteve a0% gon ei st 
wold to ehavog 02 mid evep yeds tert siren bio akds 
at abdt .od oF pntop ozs ew todd yaw odd ef teds 
yisexs bisq satis aedW /dptlais “oiedias ms I tsdw 
ons #t Yedd bas av xedts Hoot bivow yodt blew yers 
-ed bluonde sh yew 

oss neti tr is ofa -witoaed samt 
Bas ,selx ave orld bas etes nua eit sii dpwordls 
eit at dedt ,tysh os ed Iliw sf ,31, 908 t's ew 
ples 0. \ tee 2otved Lkbwdbeyae 
sw dsdw of wetetl soy 2D «9 ' , DP i ages od Ate 
od SLiw'si ons doe aye -eily wor voy paldiLes/ Lim less 


me 








Pieri Paul Raton 
al rising soon. There will be rio Goudy there will 
2 be no smoke or anything on it, that is the So; that 
3 it will always be. - 
4 When the people are 
5 talking to you I don't want them to have worry on 
6 | their mind while they are talking to you. I want 
‘| to see them all happy. We don't live to be a 
8 hundred, we just live for so many years and that 
isytalsb. 
10 | I want you to listen to 
ll me while I am talking, that is why I am talking 
2 to you again. 
3 That is all for now, 
14 thank you for listening to me. 
U5 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
16 you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
a FRED “WIDOW: recalled 
18 
19 THE INTERPRETER: This is 
20 Fred Widow and he spoke to you last . night, at Willow 
al | When I talked to you 
32 last night up at the lake I told you my dad had 
53 died and my mother was poor, that she had brought 
a4 me up in rabbit skin clothes. 
25 So I told you about what 
ne was my childhood like so now I am going to talk to 
27 you about trapping, setting snares for rabbits and 
or) fish. | 
29 This land, what we are 


30 





talking about, this land, everybody knows. 
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When you go out and set 
a snare and you get some rabbit it is just like 
eevee "Mum, - am hungry," and she gives it to 
you, and when you set a trap there too it is just 
like saying to your father,"I want some money", 
and you get it. That is why we keep saying our 
land and we keep talking about it. It is just like 
our land::is just like punishing- our. méthers and fathers.- If youdon' 
got no parents this land is just like your parents, 
that is why we keep talking about it, our land, 
because we know if our land is ruined our childrens 
will be poor. 

When you go out hunting 
and ees a moose it is just like your father 
treating you, bringing you some meat home. It is 
the same thing with putting a net in the lake, 
in the fish lake too. That is why we are talking 
about it because of our children and their children 
will survive on our land. 

When our children is 
hungry and they say they are hungry and we have 
nothing to give them, it is just like having a 
knife in their heart. 

There are a lot of mens 
and womans in here, they feel the same too because 
they love their childrens, that's why, that's why 
they are talking about the land. 

When these two young boys 
come up, Danny and Angus spoke, it is the truth 


what they said. 
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Afterwards when there was 
} 
| 


a school hereuntil ten years it was good. 

After fifteen wars they 
are getting older, they know more about schooling. 

When the kids go to school 
they know how to read and write and when they get 
into the age of 16 we try to talk to them but they 
know more than us. We are no longer their boss. 
They won't listen to us. 

We want our childrens to 
turn to us and listen to us when we talk to them 
but it seems like they are turning their backs from 
us. That is because of them going to school and 

. leaving home and it is hard for them to turn back 
again. 


For now you see what it is 


It is nice to know how 
to read and write. It is nice to speak English, 
but we made a mistake, ourselves, by not teaching 
our children the way of life in the bush and just 
let them go the white man's way. 

L don’t want-to-: talk*too 
long but this land, that's what I want to talk 
about. 

Yesterday I told you I 
don't want apipeline, I don't want a dam in the 
Bear River. I am not speaking for only myself, I 
am speaking for all the people. 


That's all for now. 
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naka RAR ARTING LTR Fred Andrew. 
1 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
2 you Mr. Widow. | 
3 | ; (WITNESS ASIDE) 
4 FRED ANDREW, recalled 
5 A I already spoke twice, 
6 once in Yellowknife and once today and again tonight. 
7 I am talking really to dudge Berger. I want all 
8 you people to listen to me. I am going to talk 
9 about the pipeline, about the land now. 
10 This pipeline they are 
ie talking about it will come through but I want to 
12 see the land claims settled because whether we say 
13 "no" they are still going to do it. 
14 When I was in Yellowknife 
aS I told Judge Berger, you want to put a pipeline, 
16 even if I said "no" they are still going to do it and 
5 I told him. Why @n't they put, if they want to 
18 put a pipeline, then do it from Hay River to Edmonton 
19 and then they could barge it up from the North 
20 to,Hay ;River.s That.is all, that I said to-him. 
ip ; Anyway, we are living by 
22 the help of the white people and you can't just 
23 Saysnawe don't want iti«and YDon'tudosthak" pathat ."s 
24 why I said this in Yellowknife. 
25 : When they had the pipeline 
26 from the Canol camp over to the Yukon I helped 
rag | them. I was working with them and it was a small 
28 pipeline and as they were laying it once in awhile 
29 it would break. They kept doing that. Finally 


30 after two years, they didn't make the use of it that 
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much, and after two years they cloded it down. 
When the animals are out 
on the land, I don‘t see them, I don't know what 
they eat. The only animal that I feed is my dog. 
The animals that are out on the land, they know 
what food they want and what they will eat. 
If anything, if that pip@éline goes through and 


anything happens to the pipeline, their food will 





get destroyed and they will have nothing to eat. 
You don't want to kiil antmal that is kind of 
sick and not fat for yourself to live off. 

This land is just like 
a bank for uss When a whiteman has got money in” 
a bank he picks up a pencil and writes a cheque and 
goes to the bank and gets some money. Us indians, 
we go out, take our gun and go out and shoot something 
or trap something and that is our bank. We don't 
want it destroyed. It is not only us Natives that 
live off of the land. There is a lot of whites 
that live off the land too and we don't want to see 
it destroyed. 

The marten is the only 
animal that I know what it eats: mice and rabbit. 
It chases a lot of rabbits around, but it hardly 
gets any, but mice, and there is a lot of mice on 
the ground and if that is destroyed, what will 
they eat? 

This pipeline they are 
talking about, I don't want to see it come through, 


not only me, all the people here listening, they 
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don't want it. 

When Judge Berger listens 
to me talking I want him to listen to me and pity 
me as I am talking to him now here. I don't ‘'know 
how to read, I don't know how to write, I am just 
going by my own mind. 

. Only a beaver, I am talking 
about the beaver dam now. Only a beaver I know that 
makes a dam and when he makes a dam he finds a 
small lake with hardly any water on it but he makes 
a damon it . He's. gat two holes on each side under- 
neath the ground and stays there in the wintertime. 
When he sees the water going down he goes out and 
fixes his dam up. fhat is the only animal that I know 
that makes a dam and the white people are talking 
about making a dam in the Bear River. 

If they do, it probably 
will flood Willow Lake area and also Fort Franklin. 

I know in Inuvik around in 
the delta a iot of them go out for muskrat and fishing. 
If they do make that dam in the Bear River there will 
be no water down aes way. What will happen to the 
fish and all the muskrat? What are the people going 
to live on down there? 

I want to talk some more 
but I can't always talk, so I will just leave it 
off until now. 

Thank you for listening 
to me. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Helen Naedzo 
= you. 
2 HELEN NAEDZO, sworn. 
3 ; A My name is Helen Naedzo. I : 
4 am a student. I. have been living here for 19 years in 
3) Fort Norman. Every year I attend school in Inuvik. 
6 | I was six years old when 
7 I went to school in Inuwik. It was very hard for 
8 me to speak in English. I tried very hard to learn 
9 in school. I was grade 4 when my mother sent for 
10 me because she needed help at home. 
at My father is a trapper and 
12 | he tries very hard to catch some furs and try and 
12 sell it to support all our family. 
se I know that some people 
ne at Fort Norman have tried very hard. 
| 
16 When I was Grade 7 I went 
ag] back to Inuvik to attend school and I stayed at | 
18 |. GrollierHall at the hostel. 
oY) Every summer we tried to 
20 learn something in two months and we can't learn 
oi anything and I think what he says if true. I cannot 
22 speak my language because I have been going to school 
~ ever since I was six years old. 
24) I can remember the time 
20 when my parents tried very hard to support us. 
26 | I am doing my last year of school in Yellowknife. 
27 What I want to say to the people is that we should 
28 ficht for oure land. 
eS, All the people that 
30 spoke, the things they said are true. The more we 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Helen Naedzo 
John Stewart 


talk, the more we say things:about the pipeline. 
From my point of view I would like to say even though 
we try harder the pipeline will still go through. 

I hope all the people 
should stand up and talk out. 

When the pipeline goes 
through I hate to see the people suffer. 


When I went to school I 





thought I was going to reach a goal,to make a 
success of myself, but when I came back I didn't 
learn anything at home. 

THE::;COMMISSIONER:. Thank 
you very much. Would you let me have the written 
statements that you brought with you, would VOU. Slee 
let me have that, if you don't mind? 


The statement that was 





written out and read by Helen Naedzo will be marked 


aS an exhibit in the proceedings. 


(STATEMENT OF HELEN NAEDZO MARKED AS EXHIBIT C- 29 ) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOHN STEWART, sworn 

A My name is John 
Stewart and I would like to ask Mr. Berger for 
some questions here. 

Some guys were saying 


if the pipeline comes through is it true that 





young guys will get a job out of it right away 
or what? : 


THE COMMISSIONER: The first 
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thing I will do is tell you that Mr. Elwood is 
here, who is from one of the companies, Foothills 
Pipelines, do you want to say anything about that, 
Mr. Elwood? 
MR. ELLWOOD: Certainly. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All 
right, you have been sworn before as a witness, 
do you want to take one of those chairs for the 
moment and you can do your best to answer these 


questions as we go along. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Prenink 
I should say before Mr. Elwood begins there are two 
companies that want to build a pipeline up the 
Mackenzie Valley. One is Arctic Gas, the other is | 


Foothills Pipeline. The representatives of Arctic 


heft, 2 think, Just an hour or Cywo rago’ EO'"go "back 
to Norman W@élls. But Mr. Elwood, who is here 
represents Foothills Pipelines and I had asked him 
here to listen to what you had to say and answer 
your questions. 

Can you interpret that, 
Chief? 

THE INTERPRETER: It just 
shows the type of interest that Gas Arctic has in 
wanting to respond to people's questions. I just 
wanted to make that statment. 

THE COMMISSIONER: OKay, 


I think we had better get back to the questions. 





Gas were here yesterday and again today, but they 
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1 MR. ELWOOD: Before 

2 we begin, Judge Berger, I haven't been sworn 

3 yet, should that be done? | 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, 

5 well then you should be. 

6 MR. ELWOOD, sworn 

7] THE COMMISSIONER: Do 

8 you just want to state your question again now 

9 that we have gone through all of this? 

10 WITNESS STEWART: 
10 A Sorry about that, 
1 now, I was just asking that if the pipeline comes 
13 through down here is it available for all Native guys 
14 to get a job or do they have to go through some 
15 kind of training like I did before I could get a 
16 job? 
17 WITNESS ELWOOD: 
183 A We feel that anybody 
19 living in the Mackenzie Valley who desires to have 
20 a job on this pipeline project will have that 
D1} opportunity. Now, we are ame ae training right 
oe) now for the operations orented jobs that will come 
53 with the running of the pipeline. We are 
24 starting training for construction oriented jobs 
25 such as heavy equipment operation. That training 
gf will be started this summer. Anybody without ~ 
a7 any skills, any training in these sort of things 
28 we feel will be able to get a job if they apply 
29 and we hope to run training with the actual 





construction of the job, with construction of the 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Stewart 


Mr. Elwood 


pipeline, so that those who start low on the rank 
at that time would have deve loped skills during 
the construction of the pipeline. 

WITNESS STEWART: 

A As you mentioned 
training, I went to training at Fort McMurray -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: What 
did you say? 

A For training. I 
went for training for the pipeline down at Fort 
McMurray. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fort 
McMurray, in Alberta? 

A Yes, and I haven't 
got nothing out of it and the way that I:see:itino.I. 
that if the pipeline comes through and some guys 
can a job here I think that they will end up like I 
did, they probably will never get a job. 

THE COMMISSIONER: How long 


were you down at Fort McMurray? 


A Since '7l. 

Q Until when? 

A Until three months and 
one day. 

Q You were down there 
three months -- 

A For the training , 
yes. 

Q And what company was 


that that you were with? 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. John Stewart 
BURNABY 2, B.C. Mr” Elwood 
1 A Mannix. 
2 on, AtLanticr 
3 A Mannix. 
4 Q Oh, excuse me, Mannix. 


What happened, you say 
that: you didn't get a job Sut ofeit? 

A No, I didn't and 
well, they said that I had been trained for it and 
I had a certificate, and they wanted me back about 
21, about ten days later since I came home, and 
after that they didn't want me up there because 
they wanted well qualified guys. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 
have any comment on that, Mr. Elwood? 

WITNESS ELWOOD: 

A No comment, we are 
not associated with that training program or that 
construction firm to the best of my knowledge 
so I really don't know what sort of a program 
that:they run. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You 
might want to translate, chief. 

Mr. Elwood said that the 
policy of his company was to provide training and 
jobs to people living in the Territories for the 
construction of the pipeline and the witness said 
that he had been to a training program with the 
Mannix company in Fort McMurray in 1971, for three 
months and that he didn't get a job out of it, 


because they said that he wasn't sufficiently 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Mr. Elwood 


qualified. You might translate that so we are 
up to date. 

Do you have any other 
questions? 

WITNESS STEWART: 

A No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you, Mr. Elwood. 

(WITNESS ELWOOD ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did 
you have anything else that ywu wanted to say? 

WITNESS STEWART: 

A Yes. 

People are saying that 
they don't want pipeline down here and in my idea 
I think that I don't. We don't need it down here. 

Q There must be something | 
wrong with my ears, but I don't ~seem to be able ~~ 
to hear you. It is my fault, not yours, so 

you just repeat it and I will try a litete harder. 

A Okay. 

The people in the North 
don't want the pipeline down here. I think they 
have the right idea, we shouldn't have it down here, 
we really don't need it. 

I don't know who we depend 
on, I guess we've got to depend on you, Mr. Justice 


Berger, that's right. It is bad enough this way, 


we really don't need a pipeline anyway. 
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Ainaereintntiie wu Alfred Lennie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 is all I want to say. 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
3 you very much, maybe you had better translate that, 
4 Chief. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
5 THE ‘INTERPRETER: Does 


anybody else want to talk? 


ALFRED LENNIE, sworn 


A I live here and 
this year I am trying to start a little business of 
my Own with the Government funds. I have heard 
a lot of this meetings that have been going on and 
I have sat at meetings which I have heard with 
my two ears, and what I want to say is just a 
few words to make everybody understand what I want 
to say. 

There were a lot of 
meetings and I heard a lot of old people. They 
are worried about their children and they are 
worried about their grandchildren. I have grandchildre 
too. I have taken my kids out, which I have only got 
two and they are both married and I have taken them 
out on the trapline and I have Cavett them how 
to trap, I have taught them how to hunt and I taught 
them how to fish, but today my kids won't come back 
and trap with me in the bush because they figured 
they had a little bit of education and it is an 
easier life to go and get a job with the government 
or somebody else, they make easier money. 

I know people here talk 


about their kids and their kids are married and those 
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kids they're worried about, they are out working 


- for money to feed their own families, the: married 
3 young couples. Did those kids go back in the 
: bush like their dad and mum did and live off the 
5 land? Therefore why should you worry about your 
6 kids and your grandchildren because for my generation 
7 to the next generation, maybe another five years, 
8 I don't think you will see many trappers. They 
9 will be looking for work. 
10 I have trapped all my 
11 life and right today f have seen grown up boys, 
12 grown up men, I don't call them boys, I call them grown up 
13 men and their parents are trappers, and these 
14 grown up boys and men with education, do you see 
15 them going fate the bush and trap? | 
16 Therefore, from my time 
17 on to the next generation, after my time the next 
18 generation that I was mentioning, the grown up 
19 men, they are not trappers. They are looking for 
20 


work. If there is a seismic line out here and an 
oil crew that is where they go to look for a job. 
The generation that I 
am tdking about after that generation where are 
you going to get a bunch of trappers, that is 
going to depend on the land. 
Maybe you people don't 
think before you speak, but I sit over there in 
my trapline and in the. evening I come home from my 
trapline, I am tired, I am laying down, I can't 


sleep, I think. I think Hout all these things. I 
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2 am just wondering how many of you people lay down 

2 on your bed and you can't sleep and think. 

3 And this is what I:am talking about. 

4 I know for sure another , 

S at least say ten years anyway, there will be no 

6 trappers because it is fading away right from my 

7 generation. It has been fading away very slowly 

8 and it is still fading away and it is getting 

9 worse as the years go by. 

10 Why should our kids get 
ii educated and go and sit on the lake and setsa 

12 fish net and freeze their fingers when they ieveS. 
13 got education? Why should they do it? =. 
i4 Nowadays, when kids 

15 get education they figure that they have got an 

16 education, they are going to look for a job to 

47 make their living, regardless of whether they are 
18 married or not. They have got to look for a job. 
19 Nobody's go out with that 
20 stick over there and put on a pair of snowshoes and 
21 tramp snow down -- and set traps in 40 or 50 below 
22 weather when he has got education. 

23 I have taken some kids or 
24 students out of Inuvik, I take them out in the 

Zo bush in the summertime, to:teach them how to hunt and 
26 they don't even know how to split wood, so how are 
27 they supposed to survive if they don't know how to 
28 split a block of wood for themselves? 

29 Like’ I. said earlier, our 
30 generation to the next generation, maybe the next 
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} generation they might have a few trappers. 

2 So what I am thinking in 
3 my own right mind I think that talking about this 

4 pipeline, I am .not favouring the white man, I 

5 am not favouring nobody, I am favouring the future. 
6 If the pipeline goes through, the generation I am 

¥ talking about, they're going to look for jobs off 

8 the pipeline so that they can live because they 

9 cannot go into the bush and trap. 
a So why don't we come 
ry to a decision? Give us a little bit of royalty of 


the development that is going into the country 
rather than just fight against it and holler against 


it, because if you are going to holler it is going 





to go on for years and years and there is millions 
of dollars of stuff that is going to waste, there is 
nothing coming back. 

We have to come to 
a decision. Let's settle the land claims settlement, 
get a royalty, or something out of theland and 
leave the land jast the way it is. We are free 
to go where we want, we can shoot ducks closed 
season, we are happy just the way that we are. 
Let's get something out of the land and if they 
want to build the pipeline let them build it so 
our kids and our grandchildren can work on 
that pipeline and they can .earn themselves a 
living, because they can't trap -- I know that for 
sure. 


It's true a generation after 
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30 I don't think that I have 


1 this and the next generation there will be no 

2 kids here that is going to be man enough to go out 
3 there an sit by an:-open hole and freeze his fingers 
4 to visit his net. 

5 We old guys do it, but 

6 those young kids are not going to do it, why do 

7 they go to school for? 

8 & trap imyselizI*go 

9 out every fall and I stay out in the bush, I spend 
10 my Christmas and New Year's in the bush, I am 

ll a trapper. I can go and visit nets at 30 or 

12 }. 40 below. My hands don't get cold, -- but you 

13 take a kid out of the hostel that has got a good 
14 bed, good meals, put him out at the ice hole over 
15 there to visit nets I wonder how long he is going | 
16 to sit there and visit that net. 

Af I hope this gets 

18 through everybody's mind and I hope when you go 
19 home you think it all over and this is all that 
20 I am going to say. I have lots in the back of my 
21 head, but I won't mention it tonight. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
23 you very much. 

24 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

25 LOUIS BLONDON, recalled 
26 A Well, Mr. Berger, I 
27 have written down.something to my best ability 

28 for what I am going to say for my people and I 

29 will interpret it for myself, I will try my best. 
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to have a whiteman's business to stand on their 

side so that they can all be scared to say something, 
but I don't think that I will make a laughing stock 
of this town, I will do my best to my dility. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I 
wonder if we could just have a little quiet to 
Garry on here. 

A I will say the 
best that I can for my people the- reason that 
they don't want a pipeline. 

About the Great Bear 
River hydro plant which is called the dam, I can't 
see why they can't build it where nobody uses the 


river much. Red Star River and Keel River, the 


a 


people do not use them much, but the Mackenzie 
River and the Bear River people use it a lot because 
it is their only transportation to get to Fort Franklin 
and Willow Lake. 

The Mackenzie Valley 
pipeline will destroy our culture and our way 
of life and a big change in our land. We don't need 
the great white government to tell us what to do 
from his great white nodes Since he has. never 
been down here anyway. What I think is hothering 
us about the pipeline just to keep his big bank 
book very thick and his name good. He doesn't 
care what the people down in the Northern region of 
the Mackenzie River, which we call our self Dene, 
because I know money burns faster than soil and 


this land is not for sale. 
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1 They don't see no for sale sign on this land, 
2 all of us Native people of the North think the 
3 same way. When I say "Native people" I mean 
4 Eskimos, Inuit and Hareskin, Dogrib and other 
5 tribes because we are all brothere and sisters. 
6 | We were born in one world. The Almighty did 
7| not build this world to fight over it. 
8 I don't think it is fair for either o# us to Say 
9 it is your land or my land because nobody owns 
10 LES 
Lt The reason the Government 
12 thinks he has this land is because he leaves his 
13 brass buttons all over the ground. I hope you 
14 know what I mean when I say "brass buttons". 
hoe I mean when they stake a land they have these big 
16 brass and it has got a crown, I mean those survey 
17 stakes that they leave in the ground. I guess 
18 that is why the Government thinks that it is its 
19 land, but us Native people do not care about 
20 that because the Native people lived way 
2} before on our own land. 
22 You know for yourself, 
23 Mr. Berger,you can go jaywalking for hundreds 
24 of miles and nobody would say anything to you. 
25 Us Native people call it 
26 free country and freedom. I will give you an 
del example. 
28 When I was in Edmonton 
29 last year I was walking down the street. I 


30 decided to take a short cut across the street. The 
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police stopped me and asked me, "What is your name?" 
And then another police stopped me and said, 

YWhat is your name?" I said that I was’ from the 
North. He told me, "I don't want to see you walking 
across the street no more or I will put you in.jail 
or pay fine." 

That's why we call this a 
free country. What all the people tell you about 
their background is very true because some of 
them don't have anything written for themselves 
but they say it right from their hearts. 

And about where their 
trapping, their hunting grounds, fishing camps, 
all along the Mackenzie. Native people use it 
from Wrigley, Simpson, Fort Franklin, Good 
Hope, all the way down the Mackenzie River and 
the Delta too. 

I strongly believe in 
what the older people say. I don't care if a 
young person in this room right now thinks it is 
crazy. What the older people are saying or what 
I am saying they should know and who we are fighting 
about, their future, that is what we are fighting 
about. 

I told them that we 
Native people were not capable of having fancy 
jobs, we live off our land, and which is really 
true, and what you might have seen while you were 
in Willow bake, they are happy and they have lived 


off the land there for many years. 
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1 When I say "our land" 
2 I don't mean physically fighting, I meanfighting 
3 in minds and with words. I never been to school 
4 very long. I quit school back in 1961, and that 
5 is a very long time but I have learned lots from 
6 | my father with trapping and hunting. The reason 


I have quit was because my mother had to stay 
alone while my dad had to go to the hospital for 
TB’ in Charles Camsell Hospital. We both found 
it pretty hard at that time because my dad wasn't 
around to guide us through the hardships. But my 
mother tried hard to keep us going through all 
our hardships and my mother was a pretty good 
trapper. and she knew how to trap like a man, 
what she had learned from my father. 
I remember when she 

used to drive eight or seven dogs in the bush along the 
trapline. I thank my mother for that because 
even when my dad wasn't around, she showed me what 
my dad has taught her. I have trapped and I can 
do that no longer, Mr. Berger. And these wonderful 
‘things I°can do no longer.” I’ guess the people 
know hte I mean. 

| But I would like to say one 
last thing to you, Mr. Berger, tell the 
Government, tell Gas Arctic and the Foothills Company 
not to build the pipeline. How I am going to get 
over it, I don't know. I don't know how I am going 
to get over -- get over it with my crutches to visit 


my neighbour over “at the other pipeline for moose 
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2 So, Mr. Berger, I am very 
3 thankful that you listened to me and on behalf of 
4 all the people I really appreciate and I hope that 
5 you appreciate what I said. I think that there 
6 will be a lot of people who want to speak to you 
7 too so thank yau very much. 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you, Mr. Blondon. 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 

JOHN BLONDON, Bors: 5 AE 

(interpreter, 

A John Blondon says that 
he is going to talk about the pipeline for awhile, 
that's what he is going to talk about. 

This pipeline that they 
are talking about, we all don't know what it is about 
and what it means. 

There is a lot of things 
we think we know, but we don't. 

Tonight we will know what 
we are talking about but tomorrow we will forget 
about it. That is why when we talk about the future 
there is one thing we have got to think about. 

What I mean is, there's some- 
body... that knows more than us, and that somebody, 
we have to think about first, and who that somebody 
I mean is God. He is the boss, he is the one that 
made everything for us so we have to think of him 


first. When we talk about the pipeline and the land 
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i now we are not the boss and yet we keep talking and 
> talking about it over and over. Our boss knows that 


5 wevdon tithink of hum, sbut “nee keep talking about the 
4 land and the pipeline.- If he wants to destroy everythin 
5 he will and that will. the end of everything. 

. For over a year now I've 


G been thinking about this pipeline and I keep thinking, 





8 if I don't think of God as our head boss we will never 
9 get anywhere because he is the only one that will 
10 help. 
11 I listen to the radio 
12 and I hear on the radio saying that the Indians have 


73 no power, what do they mean by that? 
14 When we get power we don't 
Ts get it from the people. Man's greatest inheritance 


16 that comes from the power, that is why they call it 


sy power, not from people. No matter how many millions 
18 we have behind a person, but God is the only power 
19 that gives you presence. Not a man, nobody else. 


20 Let us ask him for help, let him think the same thing 


ean to everyone, think about the same, God could give one 
eae. person the power. 

53 The poor people sure, we 

24 are the same. We don't get power. I guess pu know 
56 what it means. I don't know what I call power. 

4% TothinkwlOr the tuturesand the ~future that, comes 


77 Why don't you think about your big boss first and 
28 then you talk «fer. the future. 
29 Tomorrow and tonight 


30 nobody knows what will happen in a minute. That's 
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why we have to think our big boss rigect 
But when the big meeting come 
I only aay a little prayer and I will ask my 
God to help us. I don't want your people to laugh 
at Native life here at Fort Good ::Hope. 

I am not shy to tell you 
right now, you know that you laugh atme bit . you laugh 
at your God too. I don't want that to happen 
again. You laugh at your boss he won't help 
you. Look at what the white people do when they 
have a big meeting. Mr. Stewart Hodgson, Commissioner 
says,"Say your prayers", and then he makes a good 
meeting. Did they laugh, no -- everyone think about 
his boss, and us Indians willy laugh at God, 
how you going to get help? For this time 
it is going to be a good meeting, for I don't want nobo 
laugh at me because I am going to tell chim right 
direct to his face. 

Now I am gning to really 
talk about the pipeline, what will happen. 

I am going to talk about 
the pipeline now. For me it is just like it is 
going to be on free land. What I mean it is going 
to be on free land like from the south to Fort 
Smith and from Fort Smith down to Good Hope, it is 
a little colder, and from Good Hope down to the 
Arctic it is more colder. 

For me, the way that I am 
thinking about the talking now. When it gets into 


70 below, when the pipeline comes through, would 


y, 
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it go through, would the oil go through the pipe when 
70 below?1 I don'tthink it would be good, that is 
my feeling. 

The reason why I am saying 
that is because I used to work for the NTL at 
the Bear River Rapids and I see how they pump the oil 
over the portage and when it is warm weather you pump 
the oil and it goes over easy and as soon as it 
got a little cold, the oil got thick and it doesn't 
come over the portage as easy as it was earlier 
in the summer and sometimes the pipe breaks. 

They say this pipeline is 
going to be four inches thick -- 48" thick. I wonder 
what it will be like when it gets cold. Would it 
be all right when the weather turns cold. 

Last year I went to a meeting 
where they were talking about the pipeline and they 
asked me what do I think about it and I just told 
them I .don't think it would be .good and when 
I told them I didn't know they said, and I feel 
that the first year when they put the pipeline it 
will be good, but the second year it would probably 
burst, break, there would be oil ~all over. When our 
land down in the north is not the same as it is in 
the south because it gets much colder down here, 
overflow too. 

And when it overflows it 
doesn't come from the top, it is from the bottom, 
from the ground, that's when it keeps coming up, 


the water, and sometimes it's six feet or seven 
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feet. 
Sometimes when they overflow, its up toy 
six, seven, or eight feet and so many yards away there' 


ice all on the ground. Even if you said the pipeline 











wouldn't burst they overflow, has got more pressure 

6 and if it keeps coming up like that where the 

‘| pipeline is it would burst. How do you know, you 

8 | keep saying, it isNnotvgoing:; tosburst,.it.is not going 

9 to destroy the land,’ You haven't tried it yet 

10 down in the North. And they ask me how do you know 

11, all of this and I told them that I seen some slides 
es of the pipeline. That is why I am talking. 
13 On the creeks or on the littl 
14 rivers they put gravel at the bottom of this pipe 


IS and the water flows day and night, it never stops and 








16 it keeps running and running and all the gravel 

Li? will go and what makes you think it is going to be 

18 goodsnd tol die him. 

As) On the slide how they 

20 have this pipeline into a real high banks and sometimes 
2d the mud slides down right over the pipe, I seen all 

22 that too on the slides. It is going to be good -- after 
2.3 I see all this on the slides I don't think it is good. 
24 | This pipeline maybe in | 
25 the long future there are going to be a lot of things 
26 destroyed with it. 

27 They say nothing is going to 
28 be destroyed from the pipeline, but I know it is going 
29 to in the long run and I want all you people to really 


30 think about it. 
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Even now when somebody's 
got a job and working, making a little money for 
themselves, the other person comes along and they 
are kind of jealous because this person is doing good 
for himself, and that is the way it is going to be 
when the pipeline comes through. There will be a 
lot of white people earning their living from the 
pipeline, but us Natives, it is not going to be that 
way, and we are going to be jealous because they 
are making money, good money and we are not and 
this is where there will be trouble. 

I am not on the whiteman's 
side or the Native's side, all I am saying is if it 
do come through, I just hope everybody see and 
feeds each other good. 

On this whole world white 
people, Native, we are all just like one family, 
womans and men are all like that. That's why I 
see the white people, the Natives as my own brothers 
and sisters. Just because they are white I can't 
say I don't like you and don't come on my land because 
that wouldn't be right. 

I can't say too much now, tha 
is why I am just talking about the pipeline rer you 
to know how I feel about it. 

I'd like to say a few words 
about 1910 and 1912, about the old times, how we 
make our living the hard way. 

What I know of the years 


around 1910 to 1912. It was ‘very hard for people 
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to have a very good life because at that time 
there was just the ‘Hudson's Bay Company, and there 
was not enough stuff for the year round, just tobacco 
and matches and tea and sugar and very little fbur. 
We could get 15 pounds of flour, 2 pounds, maybe, 
of sugar, 2 pounds maybe of tea, one plug of tobacco 
and maybe two or four inches ‘of twisted chewing. 
tobacco. 

Everything we buy by the 
SCOop For sometime we used a big cup , we got 
some black powder, round balls and caps too. 

At that bide there was 
only muzzle loading gun. They must have been 
48" long. When someone bought one they piled up 
beaver skin right to the end of the barrel. Only 
good hunters got one of these. A poor hunter couldn't | 
even get a plug of tobacco so they had to use the | 
old time outfit to make their living. If they had 
no string or twine they cut lots of willow and 
bring it into their camp. They pull it off the 
bark and after they twisted the bark to make lots. So 
theymake their own twine. 

After they make the twine- 
they make it into a net. When they get finished 
they always keep in a cool place so that it will 
NOCeULy -OUC. 
: Some people had bows and 
arrows, and people are having bad luck, some pepple 


have starved to death. Some people at Fish Lake made their [livin 


good, but those who do not stay at the fish lake, 
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and go only -for big game, they always starve to 
death. 

The fur crop was very 
poor. Marten was only 25¢ or 50¢ and mink was no 


price at all. 





During the first war in 
7 1917 my grandfather and I caught lots of furs. We 
g || thought we would make good money but the price gEOeUe ow 
down and the martenprice was only 50¢,pale marten,25¢. 
In 1910 Before the first war marten 

was $5.00, but we would never say dollars then. 
When we said two skins that means a dollar, then 
everything we settled it byiskin, we never said, 
tan dollar, “ 

Before the winter was over 
there was no tea, no tobacco, people could not 
get tea so they used muskeg leaves for tea, for 
tobacco they used leaves from willow or birch | 
tree and dry them for tobacco. In winter they dig 
snow and look for tea leaves. 

In 1920 I . know one time we 
have gone too far from town so we couldn't go to 
town. The gnow melted so fast that everyone got 
stuck. Just a little tea and tobacco and before 
spring it’*was all gone. Noshellseither. Nothing, 
so we had to do our hunting same as an qld timer, so 
everybody had to make bows and arrows, apa is what 
we call the hard life, Overa wieaned years ago 
it was very hard for péope who want to set a 


net under the ice in winter. They make a chisel out 
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30 Bay blanket,we call it three and a half point. 


l of moose bone, but it was not very sharp. For one 

2 hole in the ice it took them one day. Sometimes 

5 two days, so it took a long time to set one net. 

4 Now, today, the people have problems 
5 about stuff too high in, cost, but, they still have;everything 
6 lots to eat. They should see people over 

7 a hundred years ago, it was not an easy life like 

8 today. I know in 1918 my grandfather was sick, 

9 my uncle was sick and I was only 4 years old and 

10 then we had nothing. My grandmother and my aunt 

it they went to set a rabbit snare, but they couldn't get 
12 no rabbits. So we had to move, we know where there 

13 was a moose skin left. So when we got :to the 

14 moose hide we boiled it and we cooked-When it was 
5 boiling we could make a soup out of it. The leather | 
16 turned tiyettbike tatghueiand when they™tried tto | 
27 cook it on an open fire, they cooked it all right, | 
18 but they couldn't eat it because they couldn't | 
19 chew it, it was too hard, but still we tried 
20 hard. But still we have no complaint about it. 
2h I want to talk about how we 
22 trapped. We never used dogs in the fall when 

23 there was no snow. We used back packs. After 

24 Christmas we used pack sacks. They must have 

a5 weighed a hundred pounds. We take our blanket 

26 and grub and bait for our traps. Sometimes we go 
aT out about a hundred miles. Sometimes we are short 

28 of grub, but we hunt moose or caribou. All that 

29 time we camp out,’ and:all time we carry a Hudson 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Blondon 

l But we never feel cold all night. People are sure 

2 travelling, never stop. 

3 This area was too small 

4 for the people of that time. There was lots of 

5 people, but over a hundred years ago people only 

6 have only one dogs or two dogs. 

| Around 1930 people are starting 
8 to have four dogs and after 1935 still people are 

9 getting six or seven dogs, so it was easy for people 
10 then to travel. 

ml | Before Christmas we travelled 
12 over 400 miles or more one way to get our outfit 
13 to Beaver Rapids. 

14 Sometimes they took them 
15 one month before they get home. I know myself, the 
16 first time that I travelled over 300 miles to town, 
1? this was only one way, round trip was about 700 
18 mites and I was very tired when I got home. 
19 So that 2s allotor now. 
20 That is just to let you know that it was a hard life. 
21 THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder 
yy. if you could let me see that paper you were reading 
23 from, do you mind? Would you mind leaving this 

24 with me and we will copy it and sent it back to you, 
25 te thats arignt: 

26 Thank you. 

27 This paper by Mr. Blondon, 
28 Miss Hutchinson, entitled "What I Know of the years 

29 around 1910 to 1912 will be marked as an exhibit and 


30 would you arrange to sent it back to Mr. Blondon when 
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it has been copied. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


- (STATEMENT OF JOHN BLONDON MARKED EXHIBIT 


Well, I think that we 
have heard all points of view, Chief. It may be that 
the time has come to conclude the hearing tonight, 
but if you would like to add anything, and if Mr. 
Hardy would like to add anything before we close, 
please feel free to go ahead. 

CHIEF ANDREWS: Thank 
you very much. 

CHIEF PAUL ANDREWS, recalled 

A I would like to just 
give a very rough and basic summary of what has 
been said today. I think thathit came out very 
laud and clear the importance of the land they 
still have and that they want to be Wabvord of 
their own destiny. There were some people, 
there were some younger people themselves admitting 
the fact that they were not exactly happy with only 
knowing how to read and write and not necessarily 
being able to live off the land. That is another 
form. It is because of the @lucational system as 
I have pointed out in my presentation this morning. 

I think that they have 
indicated and revealed to you the hard times that 
their ancestors had to endure for survival and 
yet at this time they still do not want to give 
up their land for any form of development. 

They do not want see any 


development, it is quite obvious, but it has been 
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brought up over and over again and the younger 
people, it came out, to me anyways, ‘that they 

want to learn ~some of the ways that their ancestors 
grew up and some of the ways that their ancestors 
lived. 

I think that it is also 
very clear whatever recommendations you make to the 
Federal Government regarding the proposed pipeline 
we would appreciate very much it being in our 
favour. | 

Pech enk that is basically 
what I wanted to say and I would we to take this 
opportunity to thank you very much for coming here 
and listening to our feelings and our concerns 
and we are sorry that we kept ‘you this late even 
though we know that you are very tired. 

That is all that I have 
to say, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
I just want to say that I have enjoyed very much 
coming here to Fort Norman and listening to what 
each of you has said. Since I arrived in the central 
McKenzie this week I have got> used to staying up 
late so I am not a bit tired. 

I just want you to know 
that I have listened carefully to what each of 
you has said. A permanent record is being made 
of everything that you have said and a copy will 
be sent to Chief Paul Andrew and I will have a 


copy so that I can look at it again and think about 


oo 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








suena pe sicenjed 20 emoR. axsel oF Jnew 
ezojeeons iledt said ayew edt 20, ome, bas, gi worxe 
er ee 
coals et. 2 160 tlh cand) Science 2h 90 
ort ot Sxem YOY axoliabacomonte, revessiw seolo yIeV 
enilegiq beseqorq oft paibuspex Jasmaxsvod Isrebe® 
avo nt pated +1. Aoum yirev stsisszggs biuow aw 
| + mwove2 

yiisotesd ef sed3 Anidt 2 
kts stays exit bluow I bas yee ot besnaw I garlw 
9reri eaiintien ie doum yrev voy Ansd? oF ysinusxoggeo 
eaxgonop avo bie epnties? savo of, pninetail baa 
neve, etel atdd woy: itqedA ew tadt yrice 9x8 ew Das 
| betty yiev 9us voy jsds woskt ow tpuods 

event I gedt Lis al tect 
voy. Adedd ~yse of 

<Low. sASMOTB2IMMOD GHT, 
fioum. ytev beyotne evsd I tsds ysae oF tasw seve I 
tenw OF pminetell bas asmxod t101 oF ered painoo 
Iexnos ot ni beviaws I soat® .bise esd voy Io jose 
au palysge of bees . 3op evs I Asow eidt gésnetoM 
«bexid tid s ton ms I Ge dal 

wour od) woy tanw dept To © ye he 

to dose tedw o¢ yliviexso benetatt oved 1 sada 
oheit paisd ef brooss snansmieq &\+bisa ead voy 
Lliw yoop 6 bme, bisa svad soy tet? patdtyxeve 20 
Faved Liv.t bg wexBak Liat Yelm of spe od 
avode Ankit? (bae).atepe 2h saan ae fd O8 


7 | i 2 





982 


dein be as ea i Chief Paul Andrew 

a the things you have told me at Willow Lake and 

2 here in Fort Norman. 

3 The contribution each of 

4 you has made is valuable to me in discovering 

5 what the land means to you and to your future. 

6 | So I will adjourn the 

7 | Inquiry. I will ask the Chief just to translate 

| that in summary form what I Rave said now and 

9 | I would like to express my thanks to those of you 
10 who spoke and if I may especially to our interpreter, 
11 Mrs. Yakaleya. | 

12 CHIEF ANDREWS: Before 
13 | I translate this there is something that I 
14 | sort of wanted to put on record at this hearing 
ne here. 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: All 

17 | right. 

18 CHIEF ANDREWS: It is 
Rg that we received cee use application from the 
20, Hire-North Project, land use permit application and 
ah that was rejected and we had a meeting with the 
aa co-ordinator of Hire-North Project and at that time 
a3 we had talked to them about it and he was -- one 

24 | of the things that he promised us at that time was 
25 | that any salvageable timber within a reasonable 

26 | distance from the community would be aaieaead to 
7 | the community by Hire-North, and they were -- they 
28 did their clearing from about a mile from town 

27 here and yet we haven't seen:any salvageable timber. 
30 We know the right of way route and we know that there 


bine aried woLLAN tm om isis 
phan Beads pire wae OF memaoll 3301 wi ered 
so vdcine ielsvaezatin a ire divs Niet: on trae.” 
_pnizevooeth ni om od eidsulevel Shem esd woy 
sissy? iwwoy of bas noy o¢ ensem dast end tadw 
edt nwmoths Likw I 02 | 
etslensxt oF taut esdd ade Avs Iliw t..-yttupat 
bas won bier aved I tadwomtot yremmue ail gadt 
yoy to seod2 o¢ sAnsdt yn eeexqxe of eALL hbivow I 
\tetexqretai 10 ot ylisioeges ysm I 2f bas sioqe onw 
-syoisasyY .#5M 
ex0%ed :2WaHONA SETH | | 
t ted? enlatenoe ei stedt elds otalacex? I 
paiteed elds ts Bronez ao suq oF betnaw io P08 
| -oxeri 
ILA sASMOLS2LMMOD BHT . 
-Inpiz 
ek @ :ewSAQMA TSTHD a 
etd mox2 noltsollags ees busi s bevieoe1 sw te4d3 
bis nobtsoifaqe timzeq oev bad ,tostort dézov-exth 
edt dsiw paiteom s bed ow bas betoetex aiw tend 
omit tsd3 ts bane ddetost dtxo%-ox1lH Io sxossmdbxo~0o 
eno += esw ed bas of tuods mond ot bexles batt..ew 
asw emid ted? 46 eu besimoxrg ed ted? epaiag edz to 
| gidsnoseex # nirsiw sodmit eldsepsvice yas send. 
ot bemaviiod od biuow, yotaummon edd /mdx2 spassatb 
yout = ot0W yeds bas ,dixoK~esik yd) ystiaummen ent 
nwo mos? elim m Juods mox2\pabiselorsiedt bib 
-19dmid sldsspavise yasunses +' heya ew toy bas sted 
sxedd tad word ew brs. eaues ysw to difpix edd wom ol 





983 


WEST REPORTING Loe A 
ict BURNABY 2, B.C. Chief Paul Andrew 











is some very good timber that the community could 
have used and all of that went up in smoke. That 
is just another of:thoee promises that were broken, 
that is just what I wanted to put up on record 
here. (WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you chief and everybody else, and we are adjourned, 


good night to you,all. 


(PROCEEDINGS CONCLUDED) 
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- July 8, 1975 

a Fort McPherson, ‘.W.7.. 

3 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

4| 

5 

6 | JOHN"CHARBIE, Interpreter, 

| sworn; 
7 | 
LAD LT SPRANG EO, lire; pre uel, 

8 Sworn; 

9 CHIEF JOHNNIE CHARLIE,sworn; 
10 | MIKE PASCAL, sworn; | 
i BLYIGABE THVCOLEN 7 =Sworn; | 
12) NED COLEN J Vsworn; 

13 | CHARLES “OE; “Sworn: 

14 JOHN SIMON, sworn; 

| 

16 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies 

Ty and gentlemen, I will call our hearing order toda‘. I 
18 am Judge Berger. I am conducting an Inquiry to consider 

19 | what the impact will be of the pipeline that Arctic | 
20 Gas wants-tol Duiid tto \bring Nnatural*gas- “fromthe Are- | 
on taro? Toc Sshe TSOutit. | 
22 I am holding hearings in sere 
23 community in the Mackenzie Valley, the Mackenzie Delta 

24 | and the northern Yukon likely to be aftfected ‘by the | 
234 pipeline. That is why I am here. : 
26 Liwant oe hear tirom he | 
Zid Native people and the white people, from the old people — 
28 and the young people. 

29 Canada and the United 


| States have a great appetite for oil and gas. 
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That is why the Government of Canada is considering 
this gas pipeline from the Arctic to the south. 

But before the Government decides what to do they 
want to know what you think about it, that is why 
they have sent me here. 

iL want. you -—<Ehne people 
who live here, who make the North your home, I want 
you to tell me what you would say to the Government 
of Canada if you could tell them what was in your 
minds. 

iSwant you. to cell me what 
you think the pipeline will mean to you, to your 


fansly and stosyour Miter. 


Tram ‘there “to isten tdé6'svou and 


IT have invited representatives of the pipeline companies: 


to come here today to listen to what you have to say 
and they are here today to listen, and if you want to 


ask them any questions, I will make sure that they 


HH 


remain here to answer your questions. But mainly 
am here to listen to what you, the people of Fort 
McPhessommnaveto tell mer 

When you speak you can sneak 
in Loucheux or in English. 

We have interpreters. They 
will interpret fox vou “Gr “you''can- anterpret for 
yourself. 

Before aliccalik tontihe 
Chief and the members of the Council to make their 
statements, ‘I want*’to!'read "a Detter from ‘the’ Minister 


of Indian Affairs and Northern Development that he has 
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1 just sent to me. The Minister says: 
a] 
3 | "Dear Justice Berger: ..." 


4 On Aprils! 1974. the last Minister, dean Chretien, 
5 referred to you the application by- Arctic Gas tc build a 


64) papeline. 


Ti To wirieeoeat -enat, a sSialeiis = — 
8 THE INDE REPRE TEE: Can I] see 

oa LEpand read Lt? 

10 | THb COMMESS TOME a Ol, eS 

dy I will read it and then you can -- 

12 THE INTERPRETER: You reac 


13 it first and then! will poring 1t im == 














14 THE COMMISSIONER: I will 
15 | just read it and then the interpreters can read it. 
16 Divsoumlswa lectern si rom =tire 
ee | Honourable Judd Buchanan, Minister of Indian Affairs 
18 and Northern Development. 

19 "Dear Justice Berger: 

20 Bye -du lebterwdaved™ Apr LoT. lay my, 

21. predecessor, the Honourable Jean Chretien, 

22 formally referred to you, further to your 

re appointment undes Order-in-Council PP 3C. 

24 | 1974-641, dated March 21, 1974, an 

ee application madevon March. 21, 19/45 by .Gan— 
26 adian.Arctic Gas Pipeline: Limited, for crant oO: 
24] certain lands in the Yukon and Northwest 

AS Territories and for necessary authorization to 
oS) construct, own, and operate a pipeline and 

30 connected works. 
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1 The rOrder=in=Councinswhich established your 

2 inquiry, designated you to 'inguire and report 
3 upon the terms and conditions that should be 

4 imposed in respect of any right-of-way that 

5 might be granted across Crown lands for the 

6 | purpose of the proposed Mackenzie Valley 

7 Pipewine . <s 

a By letter dated May 23, 1975, I advised you 

9 that I was sending, for your information, 

a copies of applications in the same matter 

aa by Foothills Pipe Fhines...and Alberta Gas 
12 | Trunk, bine ..41n respect of sagGrant of 
13 Interests in Territorial Lands. 
14 I am of the opinion that these more recent 

15 i applications, because of their smaller scale, 
16 | would -generally have a lesser social, 

17 environmental, and economic impact than the 

18 application by Canadian Arcite Gas Pipeline 

19 ..ewhich has been formally referred to you. 
20 As a consequence, any terms and conditions 
21 that you may recommend should be imposed in res- 
22 PECt Of nar EL eGht-Or-way that migne be .granced 
23 across Crown lands for the purposes of the 

24 | proposed Mackenzie Valley pipeline should have 
250 equal or lesser application to these apnli- 
26, Cattons than to the application of 

27 Canadian Arctic Gas Pipeline Limited. None- 
28 theless, there may be areas of significant dif- 
29 ference between the two projects which would 

30 | warrant you recommending quite different 
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1 cerns and conditions. 
2 | 
It is, therefore, with these considerations 

: in mind that I am now formally referring to you 
; ENG applications Of hoOothians Pipe, tines a. 

; and Alberta Gas Trunk Line...with the 

: view to your examining any areas of significant 
i difference and recommending appropriate 

i terms and conditions thereto." 

*| it Vou wave any, Orin culty 
| WER this Petter. i Ul. isiite dt Up Or ny Ole ried 

“el couple sentences and you can translate the sentences, 
“4 but you do your best with the letter. 
13 ivan Keay Ours 

a The Minister's letter 

will be marked as an exhibit. 

16 

19 (LETTER: DATEDVOULY 47 975... FROM MINLSTER. BUCHANAN 
18 MARKED EXHIBIT C-28) 

19 thes Ministershas-athen 

20 sent a letter to the Inquiry referring the application 
Di by Foothills Pipe Lines to the Inquiry. I have 

>9 read the Minister's letters  §Theminguiry rs already 

> 3 considering the social, economic, and environmental 
24 | impact of the pipeline proposed by Arctic Gas. The 
25 | Minister has now referred to the Inquiry the applica- 
7 tions, madevby.Foothills, and Alberta Gas);Trunk to, the 
27 Inquiry,. so that where the impact of these applica- 
28 tions differs’ significantly from the application 

29 of Arctic Gas, the Inquiry can examine those areas 


and recommend appropriate terms and conditions in 








el wy ke Me: yen LOMO ; ; 
‘enoltexebienos ae arenes daw a 

voy 09 piirretey yifemxo% wor me! ¥ 96H bakm ih 
.veenkt agit? effindoo®’ tel dnetibotines aay 

adt+ adiw.. seat anu? and n9tedLA bas 
tasoitiapte to sees che apie “Swoytes wane 
otsizqoraqs patbnemmoss: bas oomete27 ib 

" oteredt enotdibaod bas rece 


wtiust2 tb Jas even toy BT” oe ee J 


8 mt voy to? qu $f mus LL"T \ess0L aid? diiw | 


.’sone%nee 984 atalans12 169 voy “bns geonatase efquos 
.rst2el oAdt H3iw teed xuoy ‘ob Ley sud 
euoy Aasa? | fe 
19t4oL 2! s5tefnim oAT 


.4iditdxe as es bedtem sd Ifiw 


VAMANOUA AUTAIMIM MOAT ,ecvel , Pb ¥IUL daTAG AATTAL) 


‘(88-9 TESTHXS GsxaAM 


aodt esd zsteinim ent a 


neisssifaqs elt paixietex ilupan ont ot -aeages 5 3nse 


_oved I .yxtupal edt oF eonid eqid elfinzoot yd 
(beetles at yttupst off .x93tel e'xejeinim ens beer 


TRS SCOALA bas y2dmon039, sipicoe sds | Pe eae. 


L982 .2ad pttowk yd boeoqoxg eatLogig odd 49. 28 


~sol Loc ons ytiupel 2 eae wor bik ig OM 


‘#3 oF AnuxT asd stzedLA bas Fk ioe xd fl aa 


-nod gat, enn $6) arn eee aia | 





989 























ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Chief John Charlie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 relation to them. 
2 | I want to make it clear 
3 | that eebeetunction sof ethasyinquiry 1s, to, concern 
4 1tself+with matters of social, economic and 
= environmental impact and report upon them and to 
6 | recommend appropriate terms and conditions with 
iy respect to each pipeline proposal. But it is not 
8 for this Inguiry to choose between these proposals. 
. This Inquiry 12S no avbitomsof these ~wrov0sal c:. 
19 I have said before that it will be for the Government 
11 of Canada to decide whether a Mackenzie Valley Pipeline 
ake. should be built. If they decide they want 
13 a pipeline, it will be for the Government of Canada 
14 upon the recommendation of the National Enerav 
eS) Board, to,decide whether they want Arctic Gas or 
D6 FOOL iiss) tos build it. 
17) 
18 Now; i ewante tonearm pion 
by) Phew Chive teand gilicmmenbersmor tie wWouncil ance frommyou, 
20 the people of Fort McPherson. 
ay THE COMMISSIONER: Chief. 
22 CHIEF CHARLIE: Thank 
223 you very much, Mr. Berger. 
24 IMmaiteihes Chie fou eh ort 
25 | McPherson, and my band council. I want to welcome 
26 you to ‘Fort McPherson and I want to thank you and 
27 your peoples who have come with you to listen to 
28 my people. 
30 


29 Tia Seelsmbhe: Gerst, = ume 
that we Indian people have had someone to tell us, 
| 
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1 someone to come to listen to us about how we feel 

2 about the development that is going on now. It is 

3 the first time that some important white man has core 
A tC elisten to us. Not..to, tell Us what to do, 

5 what should be good for us. I hope you will be learmming 
| to get to know the peoples, and I hope we can show 

7| you how important our land is to us and to our 

8 kids: 

9 We, the people of Fort 

10 McPherson, we depend on our land for hunting and 

11 Fishing, and Crapping. “For most or us the dand is our 
12 bank. When the peoples go out trapping and hunt and 
12 fish we don't try and clean the country, we always 

14 leave little for next year, and this has been going 

15 on for the last hundred years. That is how we still 


have little in our country. ~ And Chis is why we don = 
want our country to be destroyed by the pipeline. 

FOr QU KIOS: I hucure we 
want our land to stay as it is. Part of it has been 
destroyed by oil companies and we don't want it to 
get any worse, so we have something to take our kids 
out in the bush and show them that there is a little 
bite lert on our, Land, 

ti we dust let rour country 
get destroyed, it is not much use taking our kids out 
in the bush to show them what is in the bush. But the 
best Of Lt. -— 1¢ stqone , Ana wihlle it 25). 6ti01 tnere 
and if we are going, in future, our kids’ can) .gq0 Onto 
the land and make good of it. 


With thas, Mr. Berger, tater 
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} on, I have more to say and I have my band council 

2 here, they'll have something to say, and then 

3 our peoples, and then we will come back and talk 

4 about our land more. So with this I want to thank you 
5 for listening. 

6 THE RCOMMESSIONER: (@Rank you, 
7 one (WITNESS ASIDE) 

8 Youemay beeseated, wor ayou 

9 may stand, whatever makes you most comfortable. 

10 TADIT FRANCIS: Thank you, 
Hii Chief, Justice Berger. I have followed: the Bercer 

2 hearings down the Mackenzie Valley since its beginnine. 
13 I sort of sense what the Native people of all what 


they have in their mind, in regards tothe construction 
of the pipeline. 

MiIROpes EAL. :-- Tohkease 
sympathize with the Native people in your recommenda- 
tions to the Federal Government, in theimportant 
decisions that you will make at the end of these 
hearings. 

Tihavegheard alb ofivthe 
effects of the Alyeska Pipeline in Alaska hy books, 
by radio, and I pretty well followed you through 
yourrtouniofsAlaska:. 

Insparticubarel am Concerned 
aboutcthe social Aimpactyndthataitahas hadennathe 
residents of Alaska and the possible effect that will 
remain in the future. 

inpshertprel iwoutldnsimpliy 


like to say in your recommendations to the Federal 
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Government that you comply with the wishes of 
the Native people. They wish to continue their 
traditional way of life for always. 

Towards the end of this 
hearing I hope I will be given the opportunity to 
summarize what I have heard thus far. For this 
reason 1 just’say this’ much.forpnow.andygive the 
rest of my colleagues a chance to speak. I would like 
Just, correct gene: Chiefsahere,inesathe. final 
statement. There are microphones over there anc there 
is one_here. If you_wish to_speak)you don't have to 
come up here. You can come up to either one of those 
tables and we will pick it up from here. 

EAC OMM TS SebON Bek s Thank 
Youe fin (WITNESS ASIDE) 

MIKE PASCAL: Thank you 
very much, Chief, Judge Berger. 

This pipeline that was 
laid was proposed Prudhoe Bay. I would like on fron 
how wmuchy i 1S -gOLndG to Arian oun Land, 

This .land.we.are living on, 
the pipeline has been laid out just right where we 
are ,living off .hexe,, along the .coast,,..right, through 
the foothills, through the Mackenzie here. We live 
off the Mackenzie Delta as Native peoples at Fort 
McPherson do and all around this area here, and 
we get all our good waters from the mountains and 
all the lakes through the deltas and the rivers 
that are flowing. When the pipeline is going through, 


all the pollution and all ,thatewilichityour country 
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real badly. We know this and we are really against 
Cheep iperine. “ror my Dart, . realy do, 7. just 
absolutely don't ROPER with the way that it has been 
laid out and I would really appreciate very much 
Chater coula be add Outga diftterent moute if 
possible. 

For the many years that 
we have been living in the North here, and we make 
our living off the land here and our children go to 
school down here and if they can't make their way out 
OF=schnool we"take them out’=-"1f they drop ‘out 
of school we take them into the country and learn then 
the Ysusn 11 re“and*that~way they “carry on their livine, 
bDGtLeLE Eheysdo ruin “the ™ecuntry our children will never 
have the chance to learn anything. EP can ‘see this, 
ENaw soOrmicC Ol Very" ==7 we get all Our fishy trom tne 
coast and the lakes up in this area and all our 
caribou and birds go nesting and have their young 
down around the coast and the way the pipeline is 
GOrineeO -Lun ls sgoimg to cul, off “OuMm CarleousrGiuite 
and it “vs “going“to affect’ the mesting grounds for 
the birds out on the coast and all this we have in 
mind, that we really like the changes could he 
made if possible. 

Thank you very much. 

Tie COMMISSIONER: “Thank sou, 
Siew weDoO VOU want tor translate thay —- 

A I will translate 
that myself. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 






rrr eetea dg: a 

need: asd ti todd yaw odd ddtw esxps” : 

dobind ytev sestootags yiisex plyow i 4 me ee 

th e¥bex Ynexe?2kb s tho biel ‘ed Biuod oF Yen | 

Co ae A PR Jefdtesbq A 

fedt exeoy yosm oft 20D) | SL ifs . 
exam ow bos jeter févow edt oat poivil psed evel ow 
at op asxblinds avo bas oxed bast eZ 20 pnivil avo 
td ‘yew! Tord! aXe Iriso yeds 24) fis Sted mwob Looroe 
tuo gorb yodt-tF -=' avo mons ones sw foorloe to 


ep et 


nots aypel bas Yttnuon’ odt otal Mede SAst Sw Loose ‘oO 
,onivift 1uLedt n@ Yarns yedy Yow tedt bars stil Hend oft 


toven (fiw naib ito ie \~etaoo oft atux ob yes 22 sud 
-#idd g02 aso I .palidtyas axsel ot eomsdo eft ever 
of¢ mor? dekt too Lis jep sw -- yisv to tjniog stadt 
1vo [fs bas ses elid ot qu eoxtel’ afd bas Jasoo 


Sa RR ER ERR ® 


onudy rtsdslevertbas  pabzeen op ehxid Bas bodkans. 
ef eniieqtg eft yew oft bas dasos sd¥ bavors mwob 
asver soditse awe te. 4belos! patop ef nox oF ertop | 
107 abnor pniseem sd¢ Jootis ot patop ei 3L bas 
ni ovesl ow aida {fs bas $8000 983 nO Jno! ebald ents 
od Sues septal odd! #REL yitéex' ew Jedd \ balm 


Perey fa aT he Vet? bf ss meee  - 


——-— 


FF 






a 


oungtey ney aapdr “apes bi AR. 
voy Ansa? :RaMOTRE TMOD gu ‘iA ane a agave ot war. 
eS apis ‘ pe ele oe?) 





994 
ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. John Simon 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


i JOHN SIMON: Judge 

2 Berger, Chief Johnnie Charlie, ladies md gentlemen. 
3 I would like to comment a little on the social 

4 impact that the pipeline would bring if a pipeline 
5 was built. 

6 From what we hear fron 


wu Alaska pipeline, jall the trouble, that it 1s. causing 

















8 over there, I think we are bound to expect that 

9 here too. You might say how come it didn't happen 
iO when the highway came through. Well, now, there 
Ek was no way that people could get down here to buile 
#2 the highway and now they have got the highway coming 
3 through so that will bring all the problems that 
14 | we are going to go through while they are building 
45 | that pipeline, and we are going to see a lot of 
16 | things that we never saw before. Part of which I 
17 | saw when I was out travelling across the country, 
18 andesSo,farezitsehasnit reached us, abut. by building vtnat 
19 pipeline it's going to come down here and all our 
20 young people will get into trouble. There is 
21 going to be gambling, drinking, probably dope peddling 
22 and” all of this is*going to keep our young people 
2 3 fron going.out,on the Land of going on the jobs. And 
24 this adds on to our request that we do not want 
25 | the pipeline to come through. 
26 So those are just a few 
2d thoughtsethat you, could think about during the next 
28 two.days and that is all I have to say for now. 
29 Thank you. 
30 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 

| 
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Meese. Neil Colin 


sir. Would you like to translate that -- 

(WITNESS. ASIDE) 

ELIZABETH COLIN: Judge 
Berger, I would re to thank you for coming to 
McPherson to listen to the people, what they have 
COMSAays Litas the first time that we have ever 
had somebody coming to us to listen to ur problems 
ana I hope we all make use of this and I would like 
co Galks Vater on and) this isiall could say ti 
you. (WITNESS ASIDE) 

NEIL, COLIN: “Thank you, 
Chief, and the rest of the Band Council, and also Mr. 
Berger, I thank you very much for coming here to Fort 
McPherson. 

Tam ioreud Of mMyseli as lan 
Indian like the rest of the Indians across Canaca. 
I am a Loucheux Indian born here in Fort McPherson 
42 years ago. I have been in school in Aklavik in 
1945 or '46, I don't remember. School was operated 
by Anglican Mission and I had a poor education with 
only Grade 5 because those days when you reachec 
16 years old, they usually kicked you out. 

The pipeline that will come 
TACO Lis COUnELY LOL sure is going to aerrect, our 
land. Later on I could say more and I would like 
Go.celLinvvyou thats by, Coming) Neve: tO FOrte MePnereen, 
wer aL Like, LO: talk) bo \yOur about, our \cOunt~rY <Biae 
we love for many years and I would like to say more 
later on. 

Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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sapeairejicet ots) Mala Charlie » Koe 
1 | CHARLIE KOE: Good evening 
2! ladies and gentlemen, and Chief and the Band Coun- 
a cil, also Mr. Berger. I have little experience about 
‘| the oil company through our delta, Mackenzie 
| Delta down here. . I believe I had the Bible in, my 
| hand a little while ago, I am supposed to talk about 
ai what I know or what I see. 
| The oil company went throuch 
Q | the Delta, they destroy lots of places where the people 
10 | ae 
| 


| made their living for --since they were born. I 


born in the Delta and I reached my 65 age, 23ré of this, 


am tt Ihe sluel IVCd in oOnesbl Ace alliwmy, late.and my Lather 


rei grow me up in that place. It-is about 45 miles. from 
al here, down, an itheDelta . 
el ghey dowdestuoy sa Otes Oo: 
et placestonpeoplesthatics living, solocking -up the 
17! creek, also where they put their camps, you know. 
sal Iawent to-one Lake my father used. to. call Thousand 

i 


f- 
an 
ee) 


} Dollar Lake in good days ago, you know, and we went 


tJ 
ee) 


over there. I received ten gallon drums; slight 
drums with high pressured gasoline, there was 27 

2h empty drums on that lake, floating around and at the 
noxths end wf. that, lakesatheyyput. up a camp. sihey 
a4, nad. been, operating all kinds of-diesel motors andjail 
94 types, of machinery, all. that, lake was, full of oil. 

bd | Also, I went over to this lake and I seen a lot of 
oil floating around and it was still quite a few 

less in them days and I went over there, you know, 


it.iS,agvernyy bag dake, a 


is a good lake for rats and I went there and got 1? 
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SURNAM 2) Bsc Charlie Koe 

1 Fatssand Pepaddled around that lake an hour and 

2 | a’“hakt sto get tl} traract So theypout the voad asrght 

3 just where we had our trap line through, so the next thins 
4 Efwene tor tght=—handitside tof “that trowte J eThere 

5 is'ta’ creek “they calljat’Basoo!'Creek. )\Pwent! ‘up 

6 | there, there is a lot of trees, driftwood, every- 

3 thing. You know, if I see one oil company there 

3 | I would shoot them, you know, where my father grow 

9 me up and where my father had their living there. 

19 So Lédon’t fthink ~there 

a rPeanyehingearound there. | This espring sl teiswaniit the 
12 bettervand bt wastatlong, “long stime Vago. 
13 THE GOMMISS@TONERAT sWhattwas 
14 | the name of the lake? 

15 | A indonet, knowhthenlake’. 
16 | We just call it Thousand Dollar Lake -- 

17 THE COMNASS@ONER: Thatuone, 
18 yes. 
19 | A Yes, so, you see how 

20 much the oil company destroy our country, so we all 
21) got little experience, ali these people, they can 

BED | Celle you? allot ‘of tthings ‘about how muchiethey destroy; 
2} they justi barge in ,@they didn'tvask beforewthey 

24 | were going. todo == and you! knows laterrome wes realy 

25 | feel" LtUr where=-are “~weligoiing towmnakey livingiand ai 

26 | tell’ my fraends Iodon'tithink that: pipeline) as not going 
a7 toe =-. weidontt wart¥ it.iinto, right across our 

a3) | country. If there is a place to putythe ‘pipeline 


some place where there is room for it, I would like 


se to see that pipeline down in that area someplace. 
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BURNABY “2, Biot. Charlie Koe 
1| It could be done some other way instead of this 
2 | place here, it is about 850 people, and you can 
3 | see one big trouble in the 850 people.) Look at the 
4 | sewage and garbage and I asked one gentlemen down 
5 here when they were going to put the pump station 
| 
6 || down at the Destruction City -- that's just where the 
a people used to travel through there -- you can see 
8 they go through about this deep through the ground 
a for hundreds and hundreds of years ago. That is 
1) the proof right there. There is one right, around 
ta this hill up there where the highway is going now and 
12 | this thing is road river -- all of that people have 
1h been travelling there through a hundred years just 
14 | to make their living and some white people say, "How many 
i 
1s | years ago is that done?" But remember, we haven't 
16 | got no airplanes, we never go noplace for anything, 
17 | no haghway ,t ors nowwehicle »or! nos Skidoo or nothing, 
18 | we just use our legs. So you see how much veople 
19 that they worn that ground down throughiithat country 
29 | and they say 800 people. Now, 850 people's sewage 
pa down here in Fort McPherson and they're really busy, 
2 there are guys there -- there are all kinds of people who | 
| 
7A are taking it down and did you ever see a mess 
4 down there. How in the heck they are going to 
i 
45 | clean our, country ?you There’ isino° way .vo Garbage:and 





sewers, that's destroying the country, so this is 





what I just had in my mind. 


Thank you very much, that 


Pre to 
E OV 


is all that I have to say. Until later on. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you. Do you “wanteto trans teare that. 
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Doris Les 


A LicCan trans lace, tmat 
myself. 

Tih COMMiTSs POONER: Certainty « 

A imam a> Loucheux;. thats 
ave Learne "rove never been to school so’ I guess 


LE wouldnt .make no mistakes . 


(WIENESS *ASTDE) 


DORDS Led; sSwonn: 

A EaaeSie kee Lee Co 
like to welcome Mr. Berger and his people, my chief and 
all my people for coming to this meeting. 

I haven't got very much 
tO say. 1 got lots to say, ‘butteverytine 1 put my 
glasses, On if seems to fog up with mevend 1 3ust 
can't see pages of it, so I'll have to leave it until 
I get all this sweat off my face. 

Thats ali havewtoecay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you. 
A Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: We have 


heard from the Chief and the members of the 
council. If anybody who is here today wishes to 

say anything now you may do so. If you want to come 
and speak at this microphone where the interpreter is 
vou May, Ob alt “VOW want, tomuse, one of the  lotner 


microphones, you may. 


I think we will just take 


a break for five minutes while those of you who want to. 
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Speaks arescol lecting your, thoughts, ‘so we'll just 


stop for five minutes and stretch our legs. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: “weld, 

I think we are ready to begin again, ladies and 
gentlemen and to hear from any of you who are anxious 
to say what you have to say this afternoon. 

ME SP RANCES: Tiss: Sea 
brief presented to you, Justice Berger, by Mrs. 

Mary Vittrewka of Fort McPherson. 

THE COMMISSIONERS YW = Excuse 
me, I couldn*t hear you. 

MR. FPRANCIS<, (Yes, “this is 
a brief presented to you by Mrs. Mary Vittrewka 
of Fort McPherson. 

THE. COMMISSIONER: Mrs: 
eUg e Oy 

MR. FRANCIS: Mary Vittrewka. 
Ths wilt probably bemcqi verbo. yous 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, fine, 
fine == well, you carry On. then. 

MR. FRANCIS: John here 
would like me to read the whole thing right through 
through then 1 will “hand it to him and he can translate 
that back into Loucheux. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is the 
lady who wrote it here today? 


MR.CHARLIE: Yes, she is here, 


a _ 


— — ———— 


,’ d, a he anaes 
. il ea 
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| eant 10 caer 7 cuit is 
| | nt oy | ere, 
en ah i Su) we q are hae he _ a - | : 7 Bs : 
(nisayaRuoLan, aye emnesn,aanroBsDe8s) . Ee 
Pe Saeed hate a. Aras Nie eclanih | 4 a ; 
.ilew : AEMOL22TNMOD SnT | i . hte i 
bos esibel, .aieps pve ot nde sis sw Anids ae J 
BUOLANS OTB One oy, 20 b den mont 1594 as bas nemelinep te 
‘conan aids yse od sved voy Jedw ysa oF oy 
6 at etdt PRR OAS AM | AM | ie 
an yd jis ater soigeut uox og boananaig telsd les : 
non 18s4oM +104 to sets dV visu et 
92voxd :AAMOLT22IMMOD GHT j bt 
| voy tsed 2’ abIuon I ,am |} 
wo. rea ‘ ' ei 
et aida ; 2eY taTOMARN iM | a has 
stwoxse iv cast 81M oa wOY o2 hesnosexa zebra FS bret 
 hsaseeain 430% OO: ia 
| | | A i me eb 
22M +sASHOICAIMMOD AAT | ef 
i eee 
.HAworsILV Yx6M “-s8TDUARS IM | fats 
| .goy of nevip a epee Liw eidT bbe 
yobs? \ 10  setHOTBTMOD au? | Thy: 
. telesales ei hie hg BR?) yes 
nods ae. 159 yoy xf, -~ enit “f° 
ee 1 a Yt ae 42 rd Pesat wphgs me pes 
rene dol. s@IDMART .AM | | Cr 
ne i OT: AR Ae inary Ts 
Low Chae 


‘oa e a ocd bans 91 02 on aero 
ie 





cvath Ge Cae 


1001 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TO. Mary Vittrewka 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


1 but it is hard for her to speak. 











2 THE, COMMISSIONER? “Oh; I. know 
3 that, but -- I see,well, fine. I quite understand 

4 that you would want it read by someone else, but I 

2 just wanted to know that you were with us today, so 

Gi. thateisetine, Vou carry srront On. 

a MR. FRANCIS: "It's hard 

8 LOnINe CO-Sspedk t=— -” 

9 RHE -COMMESS LONER: 70h’, 

10 excuse me. I wonder if we could just swear in Mrs. 

11} Vittrewka and she could say that this is her statement. 
12 Would that be all right? 
13 

MARY VITTREWKA, sworn. 

14 | (Interpreter, Mr. Francis) 
15 THE COMMISSIONER: Carry right 
16 Ons : 
1,7] HH Boe SUNDER Paes is Thank 
18 you very much: 
19 | A ty L Sidr OO Ge Merce 
20 speak English well. When a white man talks to me I 
Da). Cannot understand very well, so I have takenthis person 
one to write for me. 

2a All my life since I was young 
24 I grew up in the bush and never really lived in town 





25 so all my life I really enjoyed bush life and always 





26 stayed out in the bush. 

oa Onwehismiland of oursawe 

28 have caribou. The white man called them "wild 

29 animals." The caribou is good to eat, we have always 


30 had it as one of our main food. Now, after the pipeline | 
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is DUPLe E 1C ever Gets bili, the caribou, may 

stay around for awhile, then disappear altogether. 
Then what will our eee live off? If the pipeline 
comes through Prudhoe Bay and past Fort McPherson, 
the caribou may be forced away to other areas far 
away from us. The caribou have their young up along 
the Arctic coast. That is where Gas Arctic wants 

to put the pipeline. We really don't want this, 

we are against it. 


We Know Ghat most of cur 


people won't eat the white man's food every day. It 
is also true for a white man. It is impossible to 
eat fish or meat that you are not used to. If the 


pipeline comes through our land we know that when it 
crosses the rivers the spring break up will damage 
qo ane this, will) probably kill ort the: tish or other 
water mammals such as beaver and muskrat. These are 
only a few problems that I will mention. There are 
an lOtvOlathingsetovnineoleandswornry. abouts. 

Also, the jobs on the pipe- 
line won't be had by our kids. Only the person 
£rom the south will come. in to work on it. 

One more thing i must men- 
Clon. “Lh liverate Virienime ., slate is, Croantemilles,. tne 
Loucheux name, inVitienlie, which is eight miles up 
river from McPherson. Every spring after the ratting 
season, we usually -- usually after break up we 
Catch awlot of fishy This ‘spring, there was’ hardly 
any. Why aomenis? We don’ € Know for sure. Does) the 


Dempster Highway have anything to do with this? This 





yam toes anit ne a 


tedjepo4is wsSgqsetb meds , 





enileqtq siz 31 s2to0 vil sbiees deed ie sone 


nox St95M 4404 3esq ban Yee sorbuxt aeons eas 
ssi asexs redto od {ews pasxo? od yam ‘yodas ‘eile 
eHols. qu emuoy xiedt eved uodites oiT .eu mor? yews 
etasw sitoxA asd o19edw el YsdT .tesoo oidoxA edz 
ainy dusw ¥'nob vifeex oW \.entisata 9f9 dua od 
| | iti denispe ois ow 

suo 26'Jaom tad4 wond ow | as 
#1 '.Y¥aB yxave hoo? e'nem adirtw add $80 +’ now elqosa 
o2 sidiezsogmi ef 31 jem etttw 6 102 suid Geis at 
eit 21 .o4 oped ton. 918 voy ssd3 taom xo dait 3695 
tt nanw sant wont ow bast avo deyoxds aemoo enitegia 
edams> Lliw qu deovd paizde adit axyevix ond dananeea 
sarto to det eit tte I[1ftA yidsdorg Ifiw etds bas tt 


916 seo? ,tsitaum bos tavesd es dove elsmmem 1936W 


936 sxedtT .notsnem Iliw 1 sed amoildoxq wet 6 yino 


.jueds ytiow bas to Aaidt ot apaidt to Jol 5 


-“acig oft no edot sit ,oelA 
noaisq oft ylnO .abid two yd bad od 3’ now salt 
ti mo %tow ot mi cmos tliw dtuoe ent tox 


“nen saum. Zz onids atom of0 


eft ‘eoltm sdpte 2 ‘aeqT ; ‘el faetaiv jg ml, -1oLt : 


gu eelim tipte et Weide ‘settapisivat , Smo -xusdouod 
Hom ‘most xovli 

ew qu isexd oJ9s Viteuan ~- vitevau ow \foesee 
yibisd asw Saedy patie BEAT Vast? 38 SBE ‘8 fodno 






rar. 5 


oni sae ont 1936 patie yrava : 





add 200 leila 46? won "gob oW Seldd et yew syne F 
eid imesh ob os ie vant al 


| ; i, ar 









ALLWEST REPORTING L-TO. 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Mary Vittrewka 1003 


ie) 




















Mary Kunnizzi 


a 


is not all. Rabbits, ducks and all these, they seem 
to be vanishing at a very fast rate. 


Thies. Besa wiive LedOn! t wart ceo 


see any kind of pipeline or any big development in this 


Land «.of-ours. 


Mary also mentions that near 


Road River she saw four to five gallons sitting 
right on the river. This belongs to oil companies. 
During spring break up we see them floating down 
the river. I am sure that something like this causes 
the smaller animals to disappear. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Causes 
what? 

A Causes these animals 
to disappear. 

THE, COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
We'll mark that statement as an exhibit. Would you 


do that please? 


(STATEMENT OF MARY VITTREWKA MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-29) 
(WITNESS: ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: We have 


another witness to swear. 


MARY KUNNIZZI, Sworn. 


(Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 
THES COMMLESS LONERE.” Could “we 


have -- we want to hear everything you say, ma'am, 
so I am just asking the people to be quiet. 

A Pet Oral ol would 
Pike, tow SaveunG. berger, di ameveny, Gilad to.see sou 
here today to have a meeting with the people. 


She. says, she has never been 
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Ree Mary Kunnizzi 

i school and there are three things which I would 

2 like to speak, in other wee mention. 

3 | She said, I hear akout the 

4 pipeline! thatitis! going ‘to''come through, she said I 

a eke 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Can you 
7| move those microphones a little closer. 

8 | A Another thing that 

9 I would like to mention we were here before white man 
10 came, and ever since we have been living off the land 
| and thal strongly: récommend that Tedon't want to see 
12) no pipeline come sHeough . 
13 | When the Native people of 
v4 | this country say their “country is getting destroyed 
15 | by white people she says that this is true. She say 
nO) she has one girl at home that's way over 20 years and 
7 she is now blind and she says if I put a cup of tea 
18 beside her she wouldn't know it. 
1 This spring around break 
20 up she was sleeping in the afternoon and they heard 
21 three blasts across the river. She woke uv and she 
a2 was SGabted “and she “Asked mea, @Wnat's the moiserw it 
23 was the people that are building the highway, are 
24 || othe one's blasting ground is what we heard. 

25) Chemsoc, atrom ithe stare 

26 | she said she come from Old Crow, is where she was 

27 raised up and then she came across over here and 

28)| twheniishe’came’here) how’it was) it's’ a big differénce 
291 now. 

30 She had a few things to mention, 
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Nery Mary Kunnizzi 
1} and all I have in mind, she said she mentioned, and 
CW@ethis 1s all I havewto say. 
3 | She said where they are 
4 staying is right close to where a -- they have -- 
rs) they are staying right close to where there are water 
6 | resources people, and they have a little building there 
7 | and she says they came there and they camp in their 
8 place, so they had lots of wood cutting, their house. 
9|| And she says they went and burnt up all the wood and 
TOL? notonty that ishe alsouhad moose ‘skin#in there, you 
LIthiscew they ithrem i tiemt and thad alhard: time ‘to ‘find it 
12) and she said they used up all this wood and that she 
13) really didn't like it. 
14 | Patents wallow Wvesdot to 
15 || say and thank you very much. 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
wh | you very much, Ma'am. (WITNESS ASIDE) 
18 MR.CHARLIE: He could 
19) ‘talkchere because he is::the Arctic Red River Chief. 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: I am 
2g tsorny,i ne din eahear you. 
pees MR o9rCHARLIE: He is the 
23] Arctic Red River Chief, some day or two you will be 
24 | over there having a meeting with him or you are going 
£229 ito caccept, himihere? 
26 THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, we'll 
27 | accept Chief Andre here and we'll try to get over there 
se too. But I think I'd like to hear what he has' to say 
24 there., Is that allright, Chief, with :vyou2mWells, 
30 carry on then, Chief. 
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CHIEF HYACINTHE ANDRE, Sworn. 

A i Want tow say” thanks 
very much we meet you, all the people we meet you, 
and the McPherson people. We were very glad to meet you 
and DT°want* you toflistéen=t6 al¥ the™people Y"and’all 
the ypeop ley © the "people *are ‘qoing*> to* Tisten“to’ you. 
That is what we have come here for. 

Thas anas - -aon =e -know 
how many of them, all people -- all people just worry 
about this land because we think about this, our 
grandchildren, that's what they want Or reads: 
about, and over in Arctic Red River, the same thing 
too, all the people, they just worry about this 
land. When they say something about it they talk 
about the pipeline and they talk about this land 
too. They don'‘twant the Vand =--the Vand they don” twant 
destroyed by the oil. Well, lots of them to me they 
Say, “i-want a living from 4m Ground yr iust,out.of 
the starving’ -.rf*our*land is'-“destrovyed, ‘they say 
is going to be hungry and the young people that is 
coming up, that is the one, they are going to be livina 
on the same as us. Me, I am living in 56 years ola 
now. Since I was six, my father and my mother, 
they grow me up in the bush, never stay in town. And 
only my mother living with me and living myself too, 
living on the ground, on theatlandyethat-f.s: what 'T 
Living: 6 didnt workeloruwhite many just wang. TA 
the bush, that’s all. 

If the pipe come through, 


it'll come through right between Travaillant and Three 
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Chief Johnny Kay 


Riveus., yy thats amy brother Savang there)... Gabe 
Anarve, and they go right through the tish lake,, that 
is quite a -- sometimes my mother, she just cries 
Ane talks about this land, about che fish, living on 
the good fish, every lake a fish lake, and us too, 
we just worry about our living, There would be 
something wrong with the pipeline, around the 
Travaillant ake, but not only destroyed over there, 
destroyed right down the Mackenzie and right down the 
whole . Mackenzie delta and down the coast -- all 
over. fhat's what the people Ee ao UR. ene 
just talk about this land and about the pipeline 
too. 

heats ad I coula say Nviaves 
be I am going to say a few words after. 

Now li tale Toucnieux 
tome LC wane aL Caneie li lovee. Gas ve 

TRE (COMMIS S LONER: da eae 
Bap. 6itma Aretic Red River later this wear sto tear 
what the people there have to say and of course to 
hear from you again at that time. ,. Michael Jackson 
Of My statfawill benmtalking, Gow youma lout acOginasi die, ec 
later in the year. 

Thank you again. 

A Okay, toanks. 

(WITNESS AS EDE) 

CHIEF JOHNNY KAY ; ewOrls 

(Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 

A Judge Berger, I woulda 
like to say welcome to MéPherson and I thank you 
for coming and being with us today. 


I lived many years and how neople | 
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Chief Johnny Kay 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


LVL a Gan GolIngeaco tein. a iitile about it. 

Long ago people lived in 
the country; that ite they have only bow and arrow. 
They have stone axe. Them days they have caribou 
| skin, what they call wigwam and to bring that, he 


says he is now making the poles for that. It was 





long after that, he said, the Hudson's Bay people 
first came and that time is the first time they 
are starting to see gun. 

Alter What Strrst ‘qun 
came. was next they brought muzzle loader. They 
Start to bring == first start bringing axes. “After 


| they bring muzzle loader it was many years after thi 


| like that. 








go all over wherever they know there is caribou anc 


_ 


they govall over the country living off the land.” 7 





from there on there is many changes. Us were younc 





in them days and now we are older peonle and we are 


Stile Living == trying, to suis ve or the Tand. 


things that we buy from store ,ywejarepbivingybetter 
than them days. 

Now, if they put the pipel 
through, oux,.land ais) going -tonjibei destroyed, this 35 
why we don't want to see pipeline come through. 


Seismic work going through 





oa down river I don't stay there now, but one time ago 





1008 


Ss they 


Start bringing what like ritles, like a 30-30 or guns 


In them days people used to 


+ 


VRS! 


Todayvorwith, ads theaddrierent _ 
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the .country.,+they ereallyidojsome damage.,..Whene Al sstay 
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ie eee Chief Johnny Kay 
John Kay 
l iestayed there. Ff built a house. right. at ae ee 
2 of that creek and after seismic went across and they 
< dammed this creek. Since that time we eae get that 
4 fish we used to get there. 
Hl After seeing this and if 
6 this pipeline comes through and when they put it 
| LNPOUGh TES dora LO, Jo across —theuriversand. £ 


9 Waslthinking by this that it 1s going to: be no 


9 A000, Lore Lish. 











10 | If the pipeline is going 

1a to come through, [wonder 1f£ they put ive along “the 
124 coast and have it built that way, how that will be. 
13 Some place he heard they going to give them a 

14 certain -- land -- they are gning to, mark the land 

15 in for the people, he say, he heard that they are 

fale Ot Oecting it) he says he docen t like that. 

17 | All I have to say today and 
18 maybe tomorrow sometime I will have something else 


19 to *talk about. 


20 THE, COMMISSTONERS 9 Thank 





wh you, Chief. (WITNESS ASIDE) 


2 JOHN KAY, sworn. 


(Interpreter, Mr."Francirs) 





a3 A i will only say ‘a 

an few words. “first /O. al. © would like to thank vou, 

dal Justice Berger for coming to hear us in the Settlement of 

26 McPherson. I would also like to thank the Chief and Band 

li Council for the brief that they presented to Justice Berger. 

28) I for one am opposing 

48 the construction of the pipeline. My. great grandfathers 
ce a and their great-grandfathers have made a living off 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. se 
BURNABY 2, B.C. John Kay 


1 this land and I would like to see this continued. 

2 The destruction the oil 

3 companies are doing in their exploration work 

4 in the country is true because he sees it. 

2 He says that the previous 
6 | talker was his father and he lives at the same place 





7/ but on the opposite side of the creek that his 














8 Dad mentioned. The oil exploration approached his 

9 camp from north and came up to the house and when they 
10 come direct to his house they stopped and they 
i detoured his house and blocked the creek right there. 
12 , Once they blocked the 
ee | creek and made a bridge there they went across and 
i¢ they never did come by. And we rely on this creek for 
15 | fish because fish come out of there from the lakes 
16 | and Gites come up there for the fall and rely 
Ly forifiishaon this creek. Nowswe. have not. .qot no fish 
18 in this place for the past three years. 
as) For this reason he opposes 
20 the construction of the pipeline. They say they are 
ae going to»build it along the foothills. He is very 
22 much in’ opposition: to th vsemAll wrecidentcmor hort 
2a McPherson rely -- or rely on the hills across here 
24 in the mountains for caribou. 
25) IT hear that they are 
26 | Going Eoupvt@upha campgate Destuuctions,City,. .Thatis 
27 atbutheamouth 70f “thetRatuRiver. 
28 : He heard there is going to. 
Ua) be a camp there with 800 people. ; 
30 Yes, and he relies on this 

| 
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and this Rat River very much. He goes there every 
year in September to catch fish. He stays there and 
fishes in Seoremcen” From there he hunts up on the 
mountains. He said he is very much in opposition 

to this because he makes his living there every 

fall and he hears these 800 workers are gning to 
set up camp here and then he said that he will have 
HOw vace ilo" go. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did) vou 
you say at the mouth of the Rat River? 

A Up the Rat= River -—-= nov 
Pigitrmate ne mouth of 2t. Right at the wroothy lis, 
Destruction City -- that is really the name for it. 
Rignt at the foothi lis. 

He 1S. in Opposzei1 on ico fais, 
because he says, it is not only him that makes his 
lavang there, but he ‘says that. 1t is almost) everybody 
on McPherson that has to rely on that: Rat’ River. 

He says that he doesn't 
expect to live there too much -- very long; what 
he: is “concerned about, 1s his ‘children. 

That is all he has to say 
and if he thinks of anything else he will come back 
tomorrow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I woncer 
if we could go to the map and youcould show me where 


your camp, is? Could you do trate 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Jim Thompson 
1 JIM THOMPSON, sworn. 
3 (Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 
A Judge Burger, this is 
; Jim Thompson. Before I going to say a few words, I like 
to tell two short stories. 
é The white people come from 
. south and they say we are stupid, so they call us 
: "rabbit ". The people that study, the scientists, 
‘ they say we come from monkey. That's why I think we 
- are called stupid. 
ei Long ago Christopher 
a Columbus, he was going to India and he got lost, is | 
1 how he came to Canada, is how he found it. Where | 
a he first landed, is place where he first came to 
o Indian veople. 
A When they see South 
America and the other one -- the other one it is 
“ called Panama, and this Columbus, he was running 
Te low on food and they were going hungry. 
‘ What I am mentioning is 
oh not what somebody told me. I never been to school anc 
‘. stall i could sread ats all what I read is what I 
= see myself. So he went and asked these Indian 
a, people for food and they told him that they are not 
- Going to Give Nimeany. |So1 he told sthese indian 
ee people if they don't give him any food he is 
a going to make that moon dark. Well, he got. these 
aS Indian people scared so they gave him food that he 
oe wanted. So this is how the white man was -- he was 
an starving and the Indian people gave him food, 


this is how they helped him out. 
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When the white people first 
start coming around, the Indian people were scared of 
them and the white people too were scared of Indians. 

Them days, Indians. and 
Eskimos, they were always fighting amongst themselves. 
These people that first came, they came lonc before 
the Mission and they never saidsanything.about reli- 
gion or God or all this, they never mentioned it tc 
the people. 

The missionaries, they 
knew, they never told anything, people about relicicnr 
so when the church missionary came and it’ was. apr. 
Anglican. So this is how when the missionaries the 
first came, that's when the Indian and Eskimo stopoed 
fighting. This is how they helped us out. 

Them days, before white 
man came, we were just like sleeping and now today 
it is just like we slept and we woke up and we are 
looking into daylight and this Canada is what they 
took and they are taking usttool.s They werner ust 
Vike pDabbit@tand™ that's the way we are. 

This ‘Mackenzie: Delta,» at 's 
a few years, it's been getting flooded. One time 
I was out hunting rats and. it was high water and 
seen a rabbit sitting on the @ristwooditand 1€ was 
starving. I really fooled that rabbit 
at that times. «SO picked Theug sand 1 put at toms 
canoe. “So If went and started Locking for land “anc 1 
found a little piece of land which was eeieain and I 


took. thas rabbit ang | took him out Of my-canoe anc | 
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William Vittrewka 


a put it right onythe ground and right there it 














2 started looking for something to eat. 
3 . This is how the Government 
4 1 hope® that jtheyl dowforsus;, take us andr putt use insa 
3 good place where we are going to have something to 
6 eat all the time. 
i That is all I have to say 
8 but I would like to mention one thing about the 
9 pipeline. If the pipeline comes through it is going 
10 to do lots of damage and it is going to do a lot of 
ara damage to us and the country. 
12 Exploration already has | 
3 destroyed our land. Now we are already losing lots. | 
14 We see, used to be lots of rabbit, nothing now. Once 
LS in awhile you see one odd rabbit track around. 
16 One thing this year, there have been lots of caribou 
Ly near McPherson, this is only how people are -- we 
18 are all right this winter. Never before -- I never 
19 seen caribou that close to McPherson before. | 
20 Thiseis: all LL have.to say, : 
21 thank you very much. 
22 THE /COMAILSSLONER =) iiark Vou, 
23 Mr. Thompson. 
24 A Okay. 
25 | (WITNESS ASIDE) : 
ao WILLIAM VITTREWKA, sworn. 
27 | (Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 
2g A dats G Wate (LO. = Say 
| a few words. You people that made a spneech. He says 





from way back they mention how people live. This is 
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all true, he says. 

You see me here now, I am 
81 years old and when I was young I seen -- I seen 
all the old peoplé and they tell me story, this is 
how I got to know all the changes. 

I have been all over this 
country and I know quite a bit and this is where 
when they start this Dempster Patrol, that time he 
said he got this medal on him. 

This land, he said, we really 
worry about it. Why, he says, we don't like to see 
a pipeline on it. Now the Inguiry ison and with 
everybody speaking what they think, you hear and if 
right now you tell us there is going to be no 
pipeline, then he said everybody will be happy. 

One of the things what we 
know in the past and we looking towards the future, 
this is what we are worrying about, our young people, 
this is why we are talking for our land and for 
oun children, 

hate wowalin lt have Ito ssayi, 
thank you very much. 

THE COMMLSSTLONER: S thank 
Vous 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


WILLIAM NERYSOO, sworn. 
(Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 


A Iuwould Like to say. 
a few words. I am just going to say a few words 
about the pipeline. Why all the people don't want 


pipeline I am going to talk on that a little bit. 
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ui Ay listen too and I hear about it which way, where 

Js and“how It is’ going ‘to go. 

3 | That map across there on the 
4 wally) Rae (Said) Ivhelp a little part on Wi~ Hee sarc 

5 nev knew quite ay bitin the- Yukon Territory, fs, this 

6 is where he said he helped work on it. He says that 
7] map shows how big a land there is. Inside that he 

8 says that there is a small little piece of land which 
9 is valuable to us, is Mackenzie Delta. On the 
WOhl = Wery"edge of it is Inuvik. Aklavik-is on the 

IL west side of it, and McPherson is on the south side 
12) of it. Arctic Red River is on the same south as 

LS | McPherson. Right in the middle he says it is just 

14 | about the size of the house, is higw it's sittings. 

15 And in ae little piece of land he says people's 

fo | traplines are just criss-crossiyg.- 

a7 He, sald. he -heasd, tive 

18! pipeline is going to go right agross Mackenzie 

ie) Delta and it is going, to. go .right..im the middive, of 





20 them people's traplines. 


Zl. The thing about the pipeline 
pAb) is even if we say we don't want pipeline and the 
23 Government thinks ityis, going to, make it), atistgeiesg 


poset fo make it, but there, are, two. things) abouthak, ithes 


25 water and fire and ice -- this is two things.that is 





Te | going tojdo, a dot of damage: toypipews: ‘Taisen? 
27 | we don't want ppeline. 
28 That two things, they are 


29 two dangerous things. This is why he.said the people 





30 dontt want ppeline. . Even if we say "No", and if they 
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ik Still are going to go ahead and make that piveline, 
2 I don't want that pipeline to go across Mackenzie 
3 Delta. 
4 Tomorrow he says he has 
oi written brief which will be presented tomorrow and 
6 | that is; about the land and this is what I have to 
7 say for the pipeline. 
2 | hast Of ali) Lewould like 
9 to say thank you very much for coming here and if 
10 you didn't come we would never seen you, so I am 
1a happy that you are here with us today. 
> Thankyou ivery.muich. 
13 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
14) Oe eS Lay 
a | ANDREW KUNNIZZ1I, sworn. 
| (Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 
a A First "ofVaVlrtr wetld 
sf like to say that I am very pvleased to have you 
as | sitting with us on this Inquiry. Before you came 
= | here pretty near every night on the radio I hear 
as | you, so when you came it was just like I seen you 
= already. That is how I know. 
a When you came yesterday, I 
a saw you going by and we went down to you and I shook 
| hands with you. That time when I’think when I°'seen 
a you, you are Going Cor Calne to us and? 1. thovughtvyvon 
- are going to help us. 
27) 
28 
a 
Exploration work has done lots of damage to our 
cae country. You heard many times now and I'd like to 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Andrew Kunnizzi 

“ say a few words on that myself. I was born in 

- this country and I was raised around Yukon River, 

3 that's where I was Waren ohare 

4 In that time about twenty 

2 years people lived in that area and they go around 
2 there, I was one of them. When I came back it was 
vy the year [927. At that time that Mackenzie Delta 

2 Wass Very Valuable and’ iti was a Lotrvor thesdiiierent 12tt) 
3 animals and lots of animals. From that time there 

10 was lots of people and a lot of old people and that 
11] how many here about that many's gone. 
12 He said that there was lots 
13 OF Fat, Lots "or fur and them old people Isard: they 
14 all have big boat with engine in it. At that time 
15 they used to make that much money and they buy what 
= they want. With this exploration, seismic work went 
17 | EhnEough delta. LU done a lot woL damade,ands 1b us 

18 Just, abouts pretty near no \rat Gnwuhere. 

19 | And now, he Said there 16 
| NOt one boat here: that loot sengine sin vit. ieias 

. just small little plywood boat and outboard motor 

22 that's all what people have now. And now many peovle 
23 say they don't want pipeline to go through Mackenzie 
24 Deltas ul am one vot gthemetoo what: don't want to “see 
a that pipeline go through across there. 

26 It says the pipeline is 

a going to come through and people say there's going 

28 | to bevno fish and no game. BThis gis.—— they ‘know 

29 what they are saying. Like people that look into this 








pipeline, us people, we haven't got what white people 
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have. They can live on the farm, and raise their 
cattle, raise pigs, and got sheep and they grow on 
the "farm Vand "they'got @that and ifntheré eis ono *fish 
and no game in the country, they wouldn't worry ne 
bit “about “thats? Sexwe ‘don"ttwant ttotlosesourafidsh 
and our game and our fur. This is why we don't 
want to see pipeline coming through. 

Even that if they are 
going to put the pipeline through, I hope they put 
it where it is not going to do any damage. 

Thabovsca lis Ienheave.tossay. 
Tin COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
VErDVemMUCh awSir . 


BELLA ALEXEI, sworn. 


Dne COMMISSIONER: § Can you 
translate that as we go along? 

THE END ERP RE TER 

A First of all he said 
I'd like to mention as she is 82 years old md never 
been to school, I don't understand very much, I am 
going to say a few words. 

When a small child talks 
to his grandmother, she say his grandmother listen 
to him and look after him good. 

Before you came to McPherson 
we heard you was coming and we are glad that you are 
sitting here with us and what we mainly want I hope 
you help us a lot on it. One of the thing 1s this 
land, when we say this land is our land it's many 


years -- many years since our people live on it and 
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l we still living on it and there is one person he 

D mentioned there I can't put his name down -- so 

3 this is why we worry about our land. Few of them 

a Old people that I know they are older when I heard 

5 of them, and the next I heard of that person and 

6 from there he says these people start having chiefs 

7 and the last chief we had from there is old Chief 

93 Julius. From that old Chief Julius we had one more 

9 chief and his grandson is here amongst us now. 

10 Thats Now llongel ‘got to 
fiat know and remember we were living on this land and | 
gt that. asiwhy,wersay our, land’. From that: time: how : 
13 | far I remember back our people lived on wild game and 


14 She said that it is slowly disappearing. This is the 
155 big worry we have about our land. All these chiefs 
16 they used to be chief because they go in the country 

17 | and they tell their people what to do and they listened 
18 to them and they were well respected. 


19 | And then whenever they say 








20 anything people listen good to them. So whenever the people 
a plan to go anyplace or whatever they want to do they 

ep) gorto. theirschief and-they askeshim and he thinks 
rae about it and then he tells them what to do and that 


24 is what the people do. 


“oo So them days, people lived 
26, onjwildwdgamasandrtoday ats thetsame.) We are stHll 
ah living on wild game and most of our younger people they 


28 go and kill game and when they get lots of meat they 





ess, give us old people meat. We don't buy meat, this is 


30 why we don't want our game to be destroyed. 
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‘And the people, they go in the country: 








2 like gOing up South, “they qo way up the river and 
3 | it's too late for them to come back so they stop 
4 around there. They build a boat and they use moose 
5 | skin tor cover, so they call it mooseskin boat and 
a around there they “gec lots Of meat, tChevmoring all > 
7 | they make lots of dry meat and when they come down 
8 im the spring they bring this big pile of meat with 
9 theme “Alter they get here they waiting for the 
10 | fish to come up and before that fish come they go 
an to creek and they set a net and they put their net 
12 | right across the creek, is how the people used to 
13 | live. 
14 | One "or thesthings tinat 1 
15 would like to mention, I just mention about fish. 
eu People set their net in the creek and sometime there 
17, is fish on the lake and then there is a creek from 
18 ents! barerand there 2s fish inert and when tie 
19 | start -- springtime when they start thawing that out, 
20 that ice, be all melted and gone and then the waters 
21 Start running and then the fish start coming out 
22 Of the lakes, this 1s how we get fish and®tnis is 
23 why we don't want to see all places like that he 
24) damaged. This is why we worry about our country. 
ise | When we hear about the 
26 | pipeline, most Of Us and you heard it Lots chat pecpie 
27 say our land, our land, and the damage that is 
28 going to be done to the country is by pipeline. This 
29 is why anybody that says he don't want pipelines, 
=a she says, I am one of them too. 
| 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Bella Alexei 
BURNABY 2, 8.¢. 

i MAS JeVerysioneyor. us 

p that spoke, we all agreed that we don't want no 

3 Il pipeline,she says. 

a Nate peed: (Ll hevesto 

a Say and thank you. 

6 | Chie COMMISSIONER see Thank 

7 | you very much, ma'am. (WITNESS ASIDE) 

g | TeytSeamosty5youCclLogks 

9 | Chief. Maybe we should stop now until this evening. 
10 Would that bevall right? 

11 THE CHIEF: When would 
at you like to come back? 
i THE COMMISSIONFR: Eight 
14 | OLC Loge would that be all might? 
15 | THE INTERPRETER: Do you 
16 want this announced? 

wae) au THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
18 Ladies and Gentlemen, I think we will stop now, so 
19 we can have some supper. But I want to start again 
20 ROnTGhtEaeweLOnt (One 1LOCK Ser i “wer Could. aliecomesbacy 





a. here to the gym at eight o'clock tonight we'll just 





ON, Carry On, and anybody else that wants to speak can 

ie cone TOntont ct .ergnt (Oc lock Y tel be ereaeyeatO 

24 | listen to each one of you then. 

25 Mayet that, nese 

se people here work for me and they are making a record 

99 of what is said so that I will have what each of 

Ogui8 you has Said in writing and when I leave Fort McPherson 
n° I can read what you've said and re-read it so that 

30 hiwill Not forget. 1e.. Mayoe you could translate that. 
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Mary Firth 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 
will adyourn theneuntrt eight ro" clock tonrght, 


thank you all and I will see you then. 





(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 





(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 





ladies and gentlemen, we will call our meeting 
order this evening and just before we go ahead 


think the chief has something to say to you. 


free to come forward and go right ahead. 


MARY FIRTH, sworn. 
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Wwe 


So 


THE COMMISSIONER? = Well, 


to 


T 


“a 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you, Very much; chter., "So we will start again! then 


and those of you who wish to speak please feel - 


(Interpreter, Mr. Charndie) 


a She said her name 


is Mary Firth from Fort McPherson and she'd like 


to say a few words, She said we all should come 


forth with some of the things that we are concerned 


myself. 





about, this pipeline and I'd like to say a few words 


What I mainly have in mind 


is mainly concerning the pipeline. We've been 








hearing that the pipeline is going to come through 
and we're all opposed to have it and even that if 


it sygqoing £O. come Tt ls, going, Lo come. If the 


pipeline is going to come through, the main thing we 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Mary Wien. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

| would like to see is we get more, more -- more than 
hs anybody else will get on this job, and what I like 

3 | to see is the people here could have as much job 

4 asmchey canoer from vt. 

= When we first see the 

6 | exploration and seismic work coming into this 

7.1 country we hear how much gas and how much oil is 

8 | discovered, When we heard about that we was 

9 put to understand that o11 and gas iS going to be 

10 very cheap and now with how much oil and gas is | 
iy found down around the coast, she said, gas and 

ee Olie== Giie price Gfioil vand gas is, qetting higher 
ake: and by that you travel in the plane, your transporta- 
i ELON price As coing up. The way «the price ie 

15 going up, when a person from McPherson to Inuvik 

1% she says we have to pay $29.00 one way ticket. 

IN These people that use 

169 Oil stove in their places, she says they have to 

19 Day GULte-a bitetor ‘oil. instead of Ofl,-20 
20 would be better for them to use wood because it 

on would be cheapex. 

on) low that the pipeline --we 
are hear about the pipeline and if it comes through, if 
24 we get a lot of jobs we'll be making a few dollars on 
ee the other side with stuff that we need, the price of 
he everything -=ls.going, to be high too. -Andwsome oF the 
OM people say the Government is helping us and how are 
D2 | we going to say we don't want pipeline? 

29 And the amount of money we 
30 get, like pension and family allowance, all this we -- 
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1 ChINnkInG “about 2t, 1t muct benpart Of Tt, our money, 














tnat 12S 91 vem back to us. 

3 | And now most -~= few of the 
4 boys that get a job, they make good money and when they 
= get paid pretty near half of their earnings is 

7 deducted and this -- these things make me think that 
7 that is the family allowance and pension money that 
8 we are getting. And if the pipeline is coming 

2 Laeougn, berOre Tt 1s going to come through, P'c. like 
10 eon see Our, younger children) -—-sour, younger. to, try and 
11 learn more so thay can have more work when the 
ae | pipeline is coming through. 
aa) When we talk about the 

14 pipeline, the thing that we are concerned about is 
| our younger ones and they get more learning so that 
16 | they could have more jobs and then they could be 

17 | looked after through that. And if the pipeline comes 
18 through there 1s going to bea lot of things we 
19 never seen in our time we are going to see by that. 
20 And the highway 1S coming 
21 through both ways, there we're going to hear lots 
2] of traffic accidents. And all of what little we 

23 see we get more and we are going to see more of this 
24 | drinking business coming into McPherson, and by 

mat | that» too, we ‘are going (to Wose ots Of OuRsyoung 

26 people. 

27 One other’ thing that ita 

28 | like to say is wherever they going to put the camps 
a or little settlements like that, I like to see that 

| they make a rule so that our younger girls wouldn't 
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get mixed up into those places. 

Now, when we have a meeting 
like this, all these things are coming and we don't 
SeC@cOUG.yOung ==\the younger,people .come .to,this 
meeting. Even that, they don't come to meeting 
even that, she says, they are concerned about their 
future plans. Not long ago I seen two young boys and 
I asked them what did they think about the pipeline. 
If this pipeline comes all what you never seen you're 
going to see, 

One of the thing they men- 
tioned, I don't think thatewe azeyevernagain going 
GOnkiibeacaribou, YWven, aight now palit ot Our <country 
is badly damaged. 

In the summertime like 
this when the berries start growing many years -- how 
many years back, every summer womans all go for 
berry picking and this is the only fruit we've 
GOtatinathis.country... That, toovissnot evensygrowing 
the same. Where we go for berries is just around 
there, she says that most of the places is badly 
damaged we see. 

This is one reason why 
we don't want to see pipeline come through. To us 
ieetsanot a GCangeretovenything,=1t.is notugqomng 
to effect anything at all anyway. In summertime 
when it is hot weather like this we have forest 
fire and if it happened we had forest fire and 
if it was close by -- beside the pipeline, is it -- 
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errs os all Mary Firth 1027 
John Blake 
2 and we are going to lose most of our game and fur. 
2 Orie "or the things that 1°d 
3 like to mention is all I have to say about the 
= pipeline, and with a pipeline coming through we are 
5 | worried that we are going to lose all our game and 
6 || fur, how come they can never finish the 
7| mosquitoes? 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: “Have 
° vyourcgot an answer to that) Mr.’Carter? 
10 MR. CARTER: you should ask 
| Me. Elwood that, now that. he’s; part of .1€. | 
12 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
13 you weren't here the last time we asked a question 
a of the oil -- the pipeline companies, so I thought 
15 EMahaskevon-firset this time: 
16 | I should say that the 
17 gentlemen I was just speaking to are the gentlemen 
18 who represent the pipeline companies, so, Mrs. Firth, 
ESS) I asked them to answer your question, but didn't : 
20 get an answer. 
21|| (LAUGHTER) | 
22 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
| | 
JOHN BLAKE, sworn. : 
24 | 
A My name is John Blake | 
oo ana I would: Like to thank Mr. Justice Berger for | 
a being here with us tonight. I heard you were coming | 
ad but the way the things were going I thought you'd 
5 
a never get here, but I guess you made it. 
29 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTO. John Blake 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

1 been telling you we don't like the pipeline. You have 

24) travelled through the whole Mackenzie District, I 

3 guess everywhere you went you ieee the same thing, 

4 we don't want the pipeline. But I know for certain 

5 myself and I know other peoples know the pipeline 

6 | is coming whether we like it or not, it is coming, 

7 | there is too much money involved in it, there is 

8 millions of dollars been spent on this pipeline 

) already and there is going to be billions more spent 
10 | omy its 

be. If you go along with us 

12 | now and say it is not coming, the pipeline outfit will 
Be | come back on you because there is too much money 

14| involved in it, been spent on it and I know the 

LS a white people they don't throw away five cents for 

16 | nothing, they have to come back and collect it. So 
i7| I know therefore the pipeline is going to work 
18 with»ous: until they get it. 
19 Take for instance, they 
20 have a small pipeline from Norman Wells to Whitehorse. 
21 It was a four-inch pipe. Now, what they are asking 
22) is for a four-foot pipe. In between Norman Wells 

a and Whitehorse there is vehicles strewn from one 

a end. testherother which, iswnot picked up, yet=s Will 

25 | that happen to this pipeline that is going to 

26 | be built now? 

27 Bute betorecaisgomany turtear 
28 fawouldalJakeltosgaskiyousene question. Iii askethat 
29 lawyer for the pipeline any questions during my 

30 speech here could they answer me? 
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1 THE GOMMISSIONER + « Yess, 

2 | they" lt cembainiky try). 

3 | A Okay. And 

4 another rthing: Deam cgotngito tell tyou, there are 

5 thousands of people been talking, to you, Mr...Berger, 
6 | Since you started, what they tell you and what I 

7| tell you you wouldn't understand what we mean. You 
8 must, you, and the pipeline Dimer ie must live with 
st us out in the bush for three or four years before 

10 you understand what we mean "our living". We say 
1] “GQuaskandsye Ounud@avaing?, it don’t mean a Garn thing 
hee tO you people. I am sorry for themilanquage, butpehnat 
13 | isMmeheeway Pooubaidtey, , You; must «liivernwithwus 1 three 
(ad or four years before you understand what we mean 
a POU Wayr.Om ren” 
16 | wei canitregoyouthanethe 
ee southern part of Canada and put up anything 
18 anywhere we want. Why should the southern people 
Ne, come down here and put the pipeline where we don't 
20 want them to put it? We donuc wanteityprves; wenden’ t 
oe WANnte 1 LYN DUuUnStI iret Gshcoming, there is too: much 
224 money involved, like I saidAbeftores sWorst#eé@ aii 
33) the peoples that are going to suffer the most is 

24) thew trappers ofethe (Northwest Territonies;) that 's 

25 | Goungetor summer: 

36 I know for sure. I seen 
oon the seismic lines going on for the last ten,» fifteen 
28 || years, and the damage they left behind which they 

29 | never cleaned up. You heard what went on this 

Te morning -- you heard -- I mean this afternoon -- you 
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iy will hear more tonight. You will hear more tomorrow, 
Z you'll hear more the next day. They have been 
3 doing damage which they don't come back and clean 
4 | up. There's gas drums strewn all over the lakes and 
+ the rivers, on the portages, anywhere YOu JO: Vou 
6 | ring Gas drums, not only that --— you'll find 
4 this md that that the gas people left behind. 
8 | Lf am kind of tongue-tied 
9 HOW; Dut ieliicatch cn to it, outer ione Nowe o 
16 imke to ask the lawyer for the Ol “outfit, could 
aps I ask them a question? 
: 12 | THE COMMISSIONER: Certainly. 
13 | Why don't you and Mr. Ellwood and anybody else you 
14 | need sit -- 
15 || A SOrry fOr) interrupting, 
16 | Mr. Berger, could I ask Tadit to translate that one 
a7 before I get onto this Lawyer? 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Sure, 
19 yes. 
20 DHE. ON LEAP RE DER That 
oil iS) along one ‘there, Joun. 








Zi A on «SOL BY .GOr wena tear 
25 THE INTERPRETER: ‘That's a 
24 | might long one because I didn't get most of it, but I'll try. 

25 | EO COVELL MOSt OL What We Sala, tie Dasiec part of 1f. 
26 | A Could I mention another thing 
D7, Like, bstold him, une 
28|| trappers of the Northwest Territories is the one that 
29 | going to suffer. 


30 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Carter | 
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l and Mr. Ellwood, maybe you would like to sit over 
2 there and just answer these questions,and Mr. Workman. 
24 This is Mr. Carter md Mr. Workman’of Arctie Gas and 
4 | Menor ilwood@efeFoOthails Pipe Lines. Those are the 
5 two companies that want to build a pipeline. You 
6 | might»just translate that for me. 
7 Go ahead and ask your 
| questions. 
| A The reason I would 
10 like to ask you people a question is if I asked 
11| you a question and you answer me, I'm not knocking 
12 you one way or another, the reason I am asking you 
} 
i3| a question, by that the people will know what to 
14] say during these next two days of meetings. 
15 | FIEStCOEMallloNdRilike 
16! to ask you what would happen if we had a break in 
17 the gas pipeline? Will it explode? Will it catch 
et fire? Or will we have poisoned air? 
ied THE INTERPRETER (Francis): 
29 Could you just wait a minute for me please, John? 
Pi MR: CARTERS1 (Mr. Workman 
Dae will answer that for Arctic Gas. 
53 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. 
2 4 | Workman has been sworn in the past, so that's why 
254 we are letting him proceed without being sworn 
26 again. 
ik MRENWORKMAN :@vEipe? 1 figethere 
| 
23 | wasa@aebreakbuin thealimesandethatiis.a very remote 
ial possibility, but if the linefdidUbredak |\thetgastwould 
| escape, it would be: like air» -- you know, it is not 
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aliquid, it iS~a vapor sortvofi thingie Thamwould 
escape and it would probably ignite, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: sit. would 
probably catch fire? 

MR. WORKMAN: It would 


probably catch fire, yes. 


DHE COMMISSIONERE: Atiaricht. 


MR. WORKMAN: However, the 
equipment thatwe would have would shut off the 
pressures very quickly and the firelwould “not last 
any length of time. But there would be definitely 
a fire if there was a break, but I would like to 
emphasize that it is a very, very remote possiblility 
that the line would break. 

THES COMMISS LONER: DDoOtsou 
want to translate that. 

THESCOMMISS LONER Do you 
want to add anything, Mr. Elwood? 

MR ELWOOD: Yesritwould 
just add that if the pipeline should break the 
gas that escapes, if it does not ignite, is lighter 
than air and will rise. It doesn't stay near the 
groundtandsit is nonepoisonous == itudoesn’tmkidl 
vegetation outright or animals, etc. The experience 
that we have had with operating pipelines in the 
south indicate to us that we would not expect the 
pipeline to break any more than once every fifteen 
years. about, as a worst condition. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Feel 


free to ask any further questions, sir, if you wish. 
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1 A Like this four-feet 

2 pipe, you are talking about, how thick is that four- 
3 | feet pipe? 

4 MR. WORKMAN: The thickness 
5 || On "ches wall) ofthat “pipes! ered nest 

6 | three-quarters of an inch. 

Fl tHe COMMISSIONER: #/Wwhat 

ci about your pipe, Mr. Ellwood? 

9 MR. ELLWOOD: The pipe that 
ree Foothills is proposing to use would be 42" in 
ll] diameter, operating : at a lower pressure and would 
12)) be just over half an inch thick. .54 inches. 
13 | THESCOMMISSIONER: sHGouwka as 
14 | ask a question too while we are at it. Me wiBiikwood , 
| we have been told that the Arctic Gas Pipeline comes 
16 | past Fort McPherson here within just a few miles. 
ve How far would your Foothills pipeline be from 
a Fort McPherson? 
19 MR.ELLWOOD: Pedopit nave 
290 thestiguretwith mepuied: justuhavesntonlookgar ithe 
Dy map here. 
2s DHE COMMISS LONER: IBehet eae ec 
| that it might be helpful, ‘sau ,CotimyonTdonke mind - 
24 | you see, there are two pipeline companies. Arctic 
25 | Gas want to bring gas from Prudhoe Bay down around 
26 | the west side of the delta, past Fort McPherson, anc 
o7| then at Travaillant Lake they would join up with 
ah the gas coming from MackenziesDelittay, Then? ther lane 
29 goes south. 








Foothills, which Mr. Ellwood 
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l represents -- Mr.Ellwood is the gentleman with the 

> | beard. Mr. Carter and Mr. Workman, the other two 

3 gentlemen, represent Arctic Gas -- Foothills 

4 | wants to bring gas from the delta south, but they 

5 haven't said, they haven't proposed to bring 

6 | Prudhoe Bay gas across along the coast and then 

=) down past McPherson to Travaillant Lake. So the 

, | Foothills project would be some distance from 

5 | McPherson. 

10 | Do you want to, translate 
Ml that? I hope I am doing justice to these proposals. 
12 | Mr. Carter, you feel free 
y to add anything to what I have said. As I understand 
p4'| it the Foothills pipeline would be some distance 
es from McPherson and yours would be nearby, and I think 
~ these people should know that, but if you want to 

ai add anything to what I have said, you go right 
vn ahead Gon ee waltecou-— 
ay MR.ELLWOOD: Perhaps, Mr. 
anh Commissioner, I should indicate on the map where 
21 ours is and I could probably get the scale at that 
or time too. 
23 TH COMMESS TON Ess Agel. 
24 | Tight. 
25 | Mr.Ellwood, on that map 
26) when you get up On your ‘chalr ‘there, point, out to us 
27 where McPherson is to start with. 
re) MR EE BWOOD. Fort MePherson 
ey is right here. Here is Inuvik. 





| THE COMMISSIONER: So 
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where would your pipeline be? 

MR. ELLWOOD: The Foothills 
pipeline would roughly follow the line as far as 
here, it goes farther east of Travaillant Lake 
about four miles farther east as shown here. Joins 
there and then again roughly follows this line and 
so the Ebbutt Hills were on the west side, and over the 
LOpeotsthe-hilis;*forlowing that Tine “to the “south. 

And this is roughly 100 miles from Fort McPherson 
on the east side of Travaillant Lake. 

THE COMMISSIONER ALT 
raght.. Do you want to translate that. 

MR. FRANCIS: Where is 
that bend in the river where you come close by the 


Mackenzie? 

MR. JeLLWOODe, . That 4s: here, 
away at the Ebbutt Hills. 

Mi. CRANCIS: No, way up 


north! -- 9" right there’. 

MR. ELLWOOD: Right, just 
south of Travaillant Lake is where we come close to 
the river again. “Here is Little Chicago), just north of 
Little Chicago. : 

THE COMMISSIONER: “Well, 
your questions have really started something here. 
Youscarry On, Sir; ik you Nave- any further cuesticne. 


MES GARTON: ~ (Si teria t 


before that perhaps -- we didn't mention the cross- 


delta proposal that is being considered as well, and 


perhaps Mr. Workman could point that out. in the 
fact that both interior and coastal would come near 


Fort McPherson. 
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a THEY COMMESSIONER eyes) all 
2 | pightpiwell "dolthate dust «hang onva minuteandwwe'll 
3 let Mr. Workman -- Now, Mr. Workman, the gentleman 
4 that is going to the map now represents Arctic Gas, 
5 Soyehe iiitekls Usvaboutia proposal *thatethey have 
6 | made. 
7 | MR. WORKMAN: The route 
8 | that Canadian Arctic Gas first looked at goes 
9 | along Prudhoe, along close to the delta area here, 
10 | Swinging just north or ForeeMcPhemsen,; ChoSses 
ify OvenyhSEentor join’ the Boute romiup vin the “del tas 
12) oy 
13 | Another alternate viTX 
14 | avoid the wildlife area in Alaska which comes through 
| 
15 | t0' goin the see EE A ar ee However, because 
16 | of the environmental impact along here, 
17 | we have also studied the possibility of a route 
is across the delta, across Shallow Bay and joining 
19 | the line first mentioned up here and thus avoid 
20 | this Toute downt here. At this point; “this possibility 
21] ais still being considered at this time, 
oe buLiedt “Ss Stall possible to ‘bring ©Ur proposed line 
Ze across the top of the delta. 
24 | A I hope you don't mine 
25 | if I take any more of your time here . 
26 | THE, COMMISSIONER Go 
27 | ahead. 
28 | A Desyou! remtadkicing 
29 | aboutl vou> had nexperdience® before, that's inj ithe 
30 | south. You have lots of experience in the south which 
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I believe so. You had a few trial bases in Inuvik and 
OVGEr Ab yoann saul, Rapids. which, don't, mean a darn 
thing to the people of the Northwest Territories. 
You had your trial bases on the short run. : I 

never seen you going over mountains, through swamps 
andgomer glaciers: 1 am going to ask you right 
now. Have you ever had a break in the south? 

Ever had a break in the pipeline in 60 below? I 
know you never had no 60 below in the south. . 

MR. ELLWOOD: To the best 
of my knowledge we have never had a pipeline break 
at that temperature. As you Say, it rarely cets that 
cold down south. 

A What would happen 
Ee yOu had in 60 below? 

MR. ELLWOOD: I think very 
much the same thing would happen at that temperature. 
The temperature really makes no difference to the 
way the gas behaves. There is still the possibility 
of a fire. If there were no fire the gas would 
still rise. The temperature has very little 
Serrectwonethat, 

THE -COMMISSIONER: You. inac 
better translate this. 

A Bpother thang 1) a 
like tosask you, how farlvapart would be your 
shut-off valves? 

MR. WORKMAN: AEs hile aeons 
positive .of the. answer, to, that,. but I can say 


definitely that they are at least every fifty miles. 
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I belive that they are more frequent than that, but 
I know definitely at least every fifty miles. 

MRI ELLWOOD: The’ Foothilis' 
proposal calls for’ shut-off valves at each compressor 
station which is approximately every fifty miles 
as well. 

A YOuUesay LLity miles 
apart. What if it broke half way between, which is 
25 miles and there is nothing between that fifty 
Nales and 4t 1s broken in half-way.) How much is 
gGemng. toecomeroutitin that =25*mrlese™ It is "qoing to 
run forward and the other out from the other end 
us going to run backward. Shrther= way vou shut rt 
off it is coming back to that half way mark where 
it is cut off. How much damage is going to be done 
in there? 

Mee WORKMAN) ASeMir 2 207h— 
wood explained, the gas that will leak out of the 
Mime tMcitthereMis! avbreak,, will govup in the air. “It 
ist bghter than ‘air, Sovitvwill rises So there'd 
be very little more damage from, say, one mile of 
gas escaping -- or pardon me, there would be very 
little more damage done from fifty miles escaping 
than there would be for one mile escaping. If there 
is a fire \that fire would@berr ree an: that local 
area and the gas, if there is no fire, would still go 
straight up. 

THE COMMPSSTONER: * Welty, 
MrbeWorkmansee your say thateit'thergas doesn" t catch 


on fire it goes straight up and we'll never see it 
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1 again. We won't see it in the first place, but 

é' we won't hear of it agaim. | But if 2t does catch 

a: fire, what about this gentleman's question? He 

4 Says Chat fr your shut-off valves rare E1ity” miles 

2 | apart then whatever gas you've Gouin fifty miles 

oT OL pipe; It 1c escapes will catch fire. “Now, is 

7) that what will occur? 

8 | MR. WORKMAN: Yes, I would 
_ expect that it would catch fire, yes. 

10 | THE COMMISSIONER: You 
Il | might translate that while Mr.Ellwood is forming 
a) his answer. 
id PE LN TERE RE Yes. 
14 MR. ELLWOOD: I would like 

15 | to add, Mrs Commissioner, that foam not [90% ‘certain 

i 
Bau of these figures, but it seems to me that the time 
1 

ie it takes to empty a section, a fifty mile section 
18 | of the line should a break occur, is approximately 
19 | one hour twenty minutes. BY ethac time the ine 
29 | is empty and the fire would extinguish itself. 
ee, THE COMMISSIONER: If nothing 
22 else besides the gas were on fire. 
23 MRUELIWOOD: Yes, right, the 
24 | gas fire would extinguish itself. 
25) THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
26 | Pam looking forward to) your next question.» Iedon’< 
a | know whether everybody else is, but you go ahead. 
280 A Like you said, once 
25 the gas evaporates it would go up and won't come hack 
30 down, SL don tsbelteverthnac. i don't think the vecopr-: 
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a1 in McPherson it won't come back down. iv tgot 

4 to come back down. Anything that goes Up wun he 

3 air must come back down, and you say it takes an 

4 | hour and twenty minutes from the time you shut it 

5 otfefordithailwte evaporates fin that*’nne hour and 

6 | twenty minutes it can do,aWheecksot avilot, of 

7 damage. You see the delta here, it's nothing but 

8 | whliowsyandetrees#d itnadsorealll yebrushy;< ito ismnot 

9 like out in: the barrenM@ands wis, 1b ever’ --)ae 

10 it so happened to catch fire even six miles from 

11] here down river, the whole delta is going -- there 

12 | bs notistoppingr ie: 
13) THE) COMMISSIONERS e@Doryeyou want 
14] to translate that? 

5 | THE INTERPRE TER: Yes. 

16 THES COMMISSIONER: vii Ellwood, 
17 | could you answer a question for me while we are on 
18 | this subject. The -= you say that if there were 
Ts) a break in the line the gas would keep coming out 
20 | S£tktheh lainesfort ani hours and twenty minutes,ondWhat 
aX are the chances so far as Foothills is concerned 

YD) ofithattl gasicatchings onhfiren nathers thanu justi being 
23 dissipated into the air? 
24 | MReaELLWOOD: ad covldnrt answer 
25 | thaiti questiion.isI samt nots famidiarfwithejthose 

26 | SraALiSticse 

27 | THE COMMELSSITONER: Do you know, 
23 Mr. Workman? 

29 | MR. WORKMAN: I believe that it 
30 is a pretty high chand@e, thattidewilse catchat inest juste 
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1| EBromythe frictionsco& *thergas going past the torn 




















Z metal. 
‘i THE .;COMMISS TONER sear ram 
4 | sorry, you say a pretty good chance it will catch 
5 fire, and what was the reason for that? 
6 | MR. WORKMAN: Well, the friction, 
7 the heat of the -- the heat produced by the force 
s going by the jagged end of the pipe, and so on. 
2 MR. ELLWOOD: I would just like 
| LG DolntiMwout co Mmaemeelake, if I may, that ain -the 
11 | event that a pipeline break did occur, this would 
12 | besnoted Bnoum Operavionss Control Centre in 
13 Yellowknife and we would immediately have crews 
14| Ie er wene Lamtomcornectesthe. Situation tor fights the 
15 | firew.f onewoccupred:, Theyvchances of: aimajor 
Logi fire spreading over the delta are very, very slim 
17 | indeed with the forces that we could mobilize to 
18 | combat the situation. 
i9 | MR. WORKMAN: I would like to 
20 | take this opportunity to emphasize to everyone the 
21 | difference between gas and gasoline. I think that 
Zn antotiofk peoplesthinkethat. bhismas a: liquidvthat is 
23 going to be in the pipeline and when it goes up 
24) inethevaareit. willatall, back) down, as droplets of 
25 | laguidea ‘That@is  nottthescasessetThergas i.smlake 
764 Abt dtwudeunot a) Licqnid qe Getnobalike: gacebine:. 
27 | ltiseLike asplandsl.baws ll Goo ool oRtewior 
-8 | THE GOMMESSTONER? #Dotyoue want 
29 | tostranslatewshat, 
30 | MRaeERANGLS: aeNo:, Lbewas ogust 
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speaking to the Chief here. 
I would like to say here at 
this sponte thatathis, is a veny, very touchy thing .-- 


and it 1S not a touchy thing, it is a tongue-twister. 


There is no -- you have got to have some sort of 
visual way to say it. There is no way I can explain 
gas-— natural gas and gasoline, for -the peoples. You 


JUuUStehavevgots to say “gas” and the people think it 
is gasoline. There is no word for natural gas. Soe 
Piet SrVeL yc ert cult. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, well, 
VOumare wong certainly =the best myourcan.. Such nk 
that we'll let this gentleman ask his remaining 
questions and then we might take a break for a 
minute or two because I know you have run into some 
pretty tough going here, Mr. Interpreter. 

Do you have any more questions? 
I have the feeling you have. Go ahead. 

A Yes, Utd. tikestovwask 
two or three more questions. I hope that I don't 
take all night, but how big a crew would you have 
on hand in case there was a fire? 

MR. ELLWOOD: There would be 
approximately 60 people stationed in Inuvik, 53 
people, I think), an Norman Wells and 90 “people. in 
Fort Simpson. Lam not sure how many Of, those 
we could mobilize right away. Some of them would 
of course have to remain on their jobs at those 
places to run the compressors. Certainly we could 


get I would think 40 people from each location if 
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we had to on an emergency situation. 

MR. WORKMAN: With 
Arctic Gas we would have 80 employees, approximately 
80 employees in Inuvik, 60 in Norman Wells, 60 in 
Fort Simpson, a total of around 200: inthe Northwest 
Territories, but -- do you want to translate that -- 

In the event of a break 
in the line and a Find; we would be recruiting people 
as fast as we could to help fight the fire and we 
would co-operate with the Forestry Department to 
bring in extra people too. 

A Supposing there was 
no break in the gas line and a fire occurred and the 
pipeline was, say, two or three feet above the ground 
level, maybe more, maybe less. Would it cause an 
explosion without a break in the line? 

MR. ELLWOOD: This pipeline 
wil “not be aboveground +* "Ft twadl .all be buried 
except for a few short feet of pipe at each 
compressor station and those are on a gravel pad where 
there could be no forest fire or ground fire in the 
area -- right around the pipe. 

A Would there be 
people there at all times where you have it above 
ground? 

MR. WORKMAN: When we first 
start up the pipeline we will have somebody at all 
these compressor stations doing one job or the other 
to get the bugs out of the system. Someday we 


might get to the point where the line is completely 
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1 running by itself and not have people in these 

Z| compressor stations. But there will usually be 

3 maintenance people around the compressor stations 

* even when we don't have operators at each station. 

5 A And another thing 

6 I would like to ask. Who would be paying for the 

ile firefighters if there was a fire occurred? Would the 
8 Gas company pay s2om alle firefigntens) or would the 

9 Government pay for the firefighter? 

10 MR. WORKMAN: If the 

il | fire was the responsibility or caused by the pipeline 
12 | we=would Certainly "pay forthe cost) of fighting it. 
13 | Pechiniwchough, Libhere: as vany, doubt fas .tovwwhat 

14 | the cause of the fire was we wouldn't worry about 

15} wholwas Going tovpay Tt. Werwouldvtirsteqetmoux 

16) people Sn vandwtry and putithe rire yout Bute certaamly 
1? if it is caused by the pipeline we would pay for 
18 the cost of putting the fire out. 
19 | MR. ELLWOOD: I should 
20 just add, Mr. Commissioner, that Mr. Workman's answer 
21) would be applicable to Foothills as well. 
22 A bikervyou Say, athe. 
23 depends on how the fire started. That will depend on 
24 | WAO sDAVSeLOrmLt wm HOW WOUldL=— Wwnhoeis going to pay zor 
29 14 ach the: lrvohtning tstancts gene siases 

26 | MR. WORKMAN: TI think 

al ite ligntning Struck onrthespipelinesriaght-of -way 

at or on the compressor station, we would certainly 

29 put’ a “fire creweout) there and put itvout rand: pay for 

Sees | the “cost of thats af lightning pstrikes out an the 








ae 
< a Og, 


¥ . 


» ia 7 
= ne 


hikes 7 Toe 


pre rik Atay a) ¥ 





.soidese 8989 tee aenmel ors 9h on medi nevs | 
paid xedsoas Baa a Bee awe i Neinh Sua be z | 

ait 102 paiysq od tsi. Oat was od exit Bfvow I i 

ond bivoW SBewaues0 ox12 6 eew exes 2f exeddpiioxt? ” be th 
silt bivew ao axesdpitextt kis 402! yaa. ymeamos ese. nN 

or _ Saosdpttenks odd 292 yeq daomarevod te 
odd a1 MAMAN eee er 
gaileyiq ent ¥a boaws> to Vtilidienogaex ont asw 9xid Pa 





io eye ” : (Ap 


tt paigdpey to t#eo2 edd 1b) Ysq yiaisaies) bivow aw yet 
tedw ot aa ddvob yas ei exedt 24 ,fouods Maids x | Et 
ie yix0w +'abivow.sr es6w exit edt io eaves edd ye 
“two tap sant? Hhiuow oW «tt ysq 09 .paiop-esw ow yeu 
wlatesiss aud -J¥oO erik sit aq bas yx bas ak siqosa (at 
doh vse biwow ow enilegiq sdt yd boaves el ai 24 yXs 
| ioc ett? sds pnitteg to geod sais =f 84 
biwore I GQOWLIS . aM | Tra, wm tae hae 
‘wane a ' crontk ea si tedt ,isnolesimmod ..2M <bhs zene es 
| Ligw a6 2llintood of eidepitags ed bivow 1s 
[ie si \yee woy aabt Linke Dvisele andile Sea aS 
fo Sisgeb LLiw ped? .betiess sit oft word ao abneqeb = | ©* - 
tot 89) om Pama OA ie » bigow wor tt 208 med one pes 
; - SexEt oft edreze oar odd 2h ok yes _ 
RS SHAMIM 54 Lol ins ie as 
(su-lo-tdpis onbfeata oa s0 ous manadons 
A i eh sea sownasimen' #82 90,50 
208, ves baa. aga tt RN escort 
, ae Ae Ju9 E sciaal ane 


hee | 
i Z here vi 












ati ia 4 
ia 


a y ig re > 





1045 

















sesh a John Blake 
1 forest somewhere, away from the pipeline, I think 
2) would be treated the same as a fire today. 
3 | THE COMMISSIONER: Do 
4 you agree, Mr. Ellwood? 
> | MR. ELLWOOD: Yes. 
6 | A The last question, 
7 | I guess that is what you are waiting for. Each 
a anc: every one,.of, the stmappers Living in, ithe 
BH Northwest Territories have their own trapline. 
10 | They.,go criss-cuoss,.every whichsway .but they -still 
aa have their own trapline. If and when the line do 
12) break on an individual trapper and his trapline 
13 | gets damaged by the pipeline, will he be compensated 
14| -- if so, by whom will he be compensated? 
15) MR.ELLWOOD: Certainly 
16 : if any of our operations or facilities or any action 
17 | coming Out Of that damagedathe, cnapline por other 
| 
18 activities of the local people here, we would com- 
19 pensate. We don't have any fixed procedure for 
20 | how this would work yet. We hope to be able to 
21 work that out in the coming year or so with the 
ae people here as to how the claim should be submittec. 
2 But certainly we would compensate these people | 
pac and as quickly as we possibly could. 
LEO MR. WORKMAN: I'd like 
200 to say that Arctic Gas would follow the same procedure, 
27 | yes. 
28 | 7 You say you are 
29 willing to pay the compensation to the trapper if 
30 and when it breaks out and damages his area. Could you! 
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; give it to us black and white here tonight in 
2) Writing that-yousarerwilling toe pay for it , “or 
: just say "yes" now and wouldn't give it to us in 
: black and white and take off tomorrow? 
MR.ELLWOOD: The statement 
oH that I made to the effect that we would pay compensation 
7| is in our application which has been filed with 
2) Indian and Northern Affairs, the National Energy 
2 Board, and has just today been referred to Justice 
10 | Berger. That statement is in that application, 
Ely written down. There is a copy of the application in 
oa | the settlement office here. So if you wish to see 
13 | tila c « 
u3 MR. WORKMAN: I would 
| Pike to’ say that Our president} Mr torte, 1 think 
Le] nas atready’ made’ thatwstavemenc* and you) havera 
Li statement made here tonight which will be in the 
se CranscriptsY too anes think that to as GOOd) a5 ‘a 
19 | letter to me. 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: These 
ea people over here are taking down’ what these gentlemen 
- say and it will be in black and white written down, and 
Be we will send that transcript to Chief Charlie as 
ma soon as it is typed up. 
25 | A iif you ‘are? so worried 
26 about building the pipeline, why don't you people 
“a be backing us up for the land claims and wait until 
au the’ ‘land claims ‘before’ you"build* a ‘pipeline? 
a MR. WORKMAN: Well, I 
a would like to see the land claims settled too, but I 
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am-dfrard this rs not In otr area. This is something 
that has to be settled, I think, between the Govern- 
ment and the Native peoples, and all I can say is 

thats L wwould “sure. like ‘to see) 1c settled. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is 
that your "position too, Mr. Elwood? 

MR.ELLWOOD: The Foothilis 
position on the question of the land claims has been 
that we feel it would be beneficial if this issue 
could be settled before construction begins. We 
recognize that this is between the Native people and 
the Federal Government and that we really have no 
input into how this land claims settlement works and 
we also recognize that the connecting of the Mac- 
kenzie Delta reserves to the existing pipeline systems 
can't wait forever. The land claims would have to 
-- the land claims and construction of the pipeline 
would have to fall together here somewhere 

A Instead of buildince 
a pipeline, why don't you build a refinery down 
nortm instead Of taking “all the gas and”oll south? 
Yourtake TU “south, “they ’Poniy nave to Dring, = ic 
back* north to sell to the northern people. 

MR. ELLWOOD: Most of the 
gas that will be moving down this pipeline is in its 
finished state already. It needs no further refining. 
Lis “used: ust as it 1s in the pipeline 1.67 home 
heating, driving thermal power stations, etc. It is 
not refined “any Lurther,, so toe that, emrect yeu can & 


do™anvtiing more with 1c up =nNere. The products ia 
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John Blake 

it would be coming back to the north ee such. taytthaing 
As might include plastics and fertilizers which can 

3} be produced in factories already in the south. 

4 A Well, may I ask you 

5 | a question. Could you build a refinery down here and 
5 | bivem«take wt csouth) instead: of stalking, iti kethriough 

7 by pipeline? 

3 MR. WORKMAN: I think we 

7 are getting into a little confusion here between 

10 | gas and oil again. This is gas that we are talking 
ll} about, like air. The oil is something else again and 
12 | Maybe someday there might be enough oil to have a 
13 | netinery inicthe north A ibutiiritght now! thexe: en vas 
14} There'll be -- the gas that comes out of 'the ground 
is! comes out like air and that will be what we call 
16 | "treated". It will be cleaned up in a gas plant, and 
eee theiinwdshedic-product’,: tthe: mater ivalrcthat icomesitout Gof 
18 iit. wilds betsuitable tfor iburniingy im avstoverand tthere 
19 | will be nothing else coming down the pipeline, just 
20 thisicvaponm materidalcthat! you: twiPlstbhurm yam rehelestove;. 
BN There won't be oil and so on. There won't be any 
HA liguid or any oil or dieselihiuwel si ithatlovatine: in 
28 the: pipeline: lefhere; ta:mnowmdieselyina jusotsemictly 
24 | AINAPOL . 

25 | A Thank you very much 
26 | for answering my questions and I would just like 
weak | to make another comment to Mr. Justice Berger and 
2g | thank you very much. 
29 | Mr liJusticewBerge:m, 1 

30 | knowlthatrl thave fbeenxtakingiup rquite ‘arbitwof your 

| 
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1 time, but that was on my mind and I finally got it 
a4 Of temyanin ds 

3 | The oreasoneit is) not. the 

4 Only reason,, but there is one reason I don't like 

5 LOesee the pipeline coming through, bike I Said 

6 | before, it 1s coming through whether we like it or 

71 hot, Chere 1s, too much money involved. .1t is coming 

8 | through for sure. I know most of the younger 

9 generation here realizes it is coming whether we 

10 | like Jt or not. 

a2 | You take for instance the 
131 last few years. The caribou have been getting 
13 | scarce —-- except for ,last winter, you might as well 
14 say they came to our doorstep here in McPherson. 
15 | It 1s not going to happen every year. The waterfowl 
16 are getting less and less in the last five years. 
17 Tiknowspecause I.am quite old» ——) bi don at) look thacreia, 
13 but Ch amecetting quite old. anyway —— but sieknew stint 
12 they're getting scarce all the time. _ There mas 
20 | got to be a reason behind that that they are getting 
20 scarce. 
22 Lhese,oil exploration, 
23 what they are leaving behind is doing a lot of 
24 | damage ~ [ths not sonly Sthe watertowl., Sitaioetne 
25 | rabbits: that come around on the road. They rgee co 

| 

26 | these seismic wires and they start eating, chewing 
27| at it, -anybody here an -this place will tell vou 

23 | that they seen it with their own eyes... They have 

29 | been chewing at these seismic lines. Any more 

387 exploration that has been done in the Northwest 
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i Territories, espcially down here, I hope they pick 
2 | them alvtup.- Thats alle wave: Co say Lor now, of 
3 | will be back again, speaking a little more to you 
4 tomorrow, and I hope that it is shorter tomorrow. 
.) Thanks very much. 
: (WITNESS ASIDE) 
om THE? COMMISSIONER: hethink 
7| that we should stop for a few minutes. Did you want 
8 to say something before we stopped? I was going 
9 to ask when we -- I thought that we'd stop for about 
10 | 15 minttes “and thén start again about 15 minutes from 
now andMrs. Sarah Simon, I think is going to show us 
12) some slides about Fort McPherson, so, if that is 
13] all righep chief, perhaps we could do that. 
14| Did you want to say something 
15] before ‘we -- 
16 | CHIEF CHARLIE: No, that is 
17 | GuULCeG=OKkay Wielime If you Wants to Stop for awhile, 
18 DUE Just before we goon, 2 was Nanded a vveecer, here 
ssa from one woman that I"d like to read to you and ther 
20 | we'll break. 
_ THE COMMISSTONER= ~Certainiv. 
22 CAROLINE yay, Sworn. 
as GHEBE -CHARL IN: yas 
24 letter here reads: 
25 | "Dear Berger, 
26 We are glad to see you and we listen 
27 to ‘you all spring on the radio. We live 
a out in the bush all the time. We make our 
29 | living that way. My husband goes hunting 
| and gets caribou or moose. When he brings 
| 
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Let D:, 


Caroline Kay 


the meat home we dry the meat. We 
pound the bone for grease, tan the 
skin, we make babish outb,of.the.skins, 
we also get sinew so that we can sew 
Our shoes and mitts. I also have 
hundred caribou leg skins. That 

much I can't throw anything away. 


We mostly live on meat and fish. 


We'make dry fish and use it in the winter. 


My husband and I leave for the foothills 
in September. We stay up there until 
December 24. We come to town and leave 
again in January back to our camp. We 
come to town for Easter and go to our 
camp again. We went back to our camp 
on May the 2nd. We live on the Husky 
Channel. We start fishing in July and 
goup the Rat in September and trap there 
and get our meat there. 

We have fourteen dogs to feed. If 
the pipeline comes through I don't know 


how we will be doing. Maybe all the 


1051 


animals will go and what then? My dogs will 


go hungry and myself. The pipeline peoples 


they couldn't feed me or my dogs. My 


husband and I are over 60 years. We don't 


want our land destroyed. 
Thank. you, for listening to me.” 


is Caroline Kay. 


30 (LETTER OF CAROLINE KAY MARKED EXHIBIT C-30) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
Vou, wihirs.wkay:. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We 
will adjourn a few minutes now just to get a cup 
of tea and stretch our legs and we will start again, 
say, about 15 minutes after ten and Mrs. Simon will 
set up her slide show and we can all watch that 
then. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We will 
Cail” our meeting to order againwand =) think that 
if you want to see the slides you should all come 
Forward and it; is all right woth me Br yourwant to 
come up -- if the children want to come up and 
sit at the front here so that they can see the 
screen that is okay with me and everybody else, 1£ 
you want to move forward and take a seat, wherever 
you'can find one, you ‘are certarnly welcome’ to 


GO Wtlrancs 

Would you translate that 
and I'll just have Mrs. Simon sworn now. 

SARAH SIMON, Sworn. 

A This “picture syou 
see "on “the “screen “now ws takensin “295Z- and thisers 
your "old “town #* APP these@houses are made of logs 
The people builded themselves, and you see our 
church and you see that big’ white building way up there, 


that is the community hall, and up there three big white 
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L buildings are Hudson Bay, and all these down here are 

re Native houses. This is before -- this is in 1952. 

3] Dhisteusathetiaystyday 

4 school we had built here where Fred and Rosie Firth are livinc 
| now and it is just one classroom in it and one 

°] teacher. She hasn't got even cook staff or kitchen 

7} lake, she's*juste goteherwlittlei sittingnroom,.livineg 

8 room and her bedroom and I used to be helping her arounc: 
? and she was the fair and welfare teacher and this teacher | 
i started everything here that winter and that -- these 
| trams)” just. ‘thessiedon trails dogitraditechat Bissonly 
12 the road we have that -- at that time. That house down | 
13 below the school is on the river side is Chief 
14 | Julius' house at that time. 

ot This old woman is 

16 | 95 years old when this picture was taken and she 

17 | lives in that old tentby herself. In those days 

18 we have no welfare, no social worker here to look 
19 | after her, although I said that the welfare teacher was | 
20, here, but she hasn't got any authority to put her 
21 up somewhere, so she has got her own tent to live in | 
22 | And this one day it was warm outside and she came | 
| out to pick up those little@ibits kof twoodndlitrle | 
=| chips around her doorway for her firewood. She 

25, feels around and picks them up in her parka and 

260 takes it into her tent and we took her picture there. 

ot She is blind, she cannot sée. 

28 And these are the 

=. school children in that year in that little day 

Sed school. You could see that there is’ Edna Nerysoo there | 
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1 just over there and Bella Blake, aa 

“| Sarah Sebastian -- and Florence Peterson. Now they 
ed are mothers of five or six children and they are 

4 all womans now. 

2: THLSs? 1S in that 

A same little school and Christmas tree, we make 

7] Christmas tree for the school children and Peter 

S| Thompson was our Santa Claus, acted as a Santa Claus 
2 | and I was helping him there and you could see 

mae Mary Jenkins and Susan Luke -- 

ll} ana Reverend James Simon, really interested in Santa 
12) Claus, tl) CNink:. 

13 | And this is in the 

| same classroom, and you could see Annie Kennedy 

a there and Edna and again Bella Blake , I think and 

16 | those little girls going to that one day class room. 
17 | This is our mission house. 
18 This is our old mission house and our mission warehouse 
19 | and our church there. Before they took this mission 
20 house down. It was still standing up at that tine, 
21i but it is not longer there now. Thenew church is 
22} built in PLaCce (Owe. 

oa This is Walter and Emma 
“41 buxie when they were really young, a nice looking 

25 couple there, and at their 10g house there, at their 
26 | first house they built for themselves, I think. 

27 | Of all the McPherson people 
28 | living here I was the only one that met Bishop of the 
29 | Arctic visiting Fort McPherson and I was taking him 
30 


i 

| 

| ro! . 

| home because there were no white missionaries here. 34 
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met him down on the lake and I was bringing him 
home. 

This is the school down here 
which ae call.~old schoo! snow, .this is the first 
time they are building it and we call it a new kig 
school. 

This is the Hudson Bay 
living house, I think. After many years it is 
burnt. down So uit is not there now. 

This picture is taken 
across the river, right across here and in the 
wintertime, through the creek. It looks so beautiful 
when this teacher and I were -- got rabbits snare set 
through this creek and we were going to our’ snare and 
it looked so beautiful that she took pictures of it. 

And this is the same, 
that little school again. You don't see very many 
Evacks around the school, The ichildren don. = 
tramp down all the snow like they do this in the 
wintertime these days. 

And this is Jim 
Vittrewka's wife, Ellen Vittrewka, and that baby 
she is packing, now she is about twenty -- over twenty 
years I guess, twenty-seven years. 

In those days the plane tandaa 
on the lake at the back here and people go on that 
little trail to meet their plane. 

And this is Alfred,.Charlie, 
Chief Johnny Charlie and John.Charlie, their father. 


Just died -- just a few days before Christmas 1974, and 
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this is how he looks around 1952. He didn't change 
very much when he died. 

This is the police barracks 
down here. They are still down here. 

This is one of the first planes 
VideawOncs COWwn here...  f think eat... was nes 
Norseman. The Government people came in it and 
I think that Government man came down and his name 
Was Mr. . DEVIECC. 

This ‘stcargqnt. trac) from 
across the river from that creek, right across straight 
through to the town you see it yourself there. One 
day the teacher and I we went back to our snare and 
when we came back out of this creek we decided that 
would make a straight trail, because the mens they don't 
make a straight trail. The trail they make is always 
no good, so we thought we'd walk right across straight 
with our snowshoes on! so we did and then they start usingc it, 
that S the only way they gotsstraaght trail, 7 think. 

This is the Hudson Bay livine 
nouse =| think that time) --— store —— this 1S "therstere 
and also this store burnt down too. 

This ds the tallest, big mane 
we had around here I think. That is why his name 
is Big Andrew, Andrew Wilson. “And he 1s the father 
Of Mary Firth. “The picture was taken around 1952. He 
used to be a very strong man and very smart and quick 
action and they used to have a football game all the 
time,and he is at the goal and no one would push 


him away and no one would dare to push him or pass the 
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ball over him and I used to ask him to do more, keep 
that: gorng:more, j.don;t want. my thusband: tobe in 

this game, so I give -him big boiled meat and tell him to 
have this for supper, and be strong. 

This is the same old 
woman that you seen at the first beginning of the 
slides. Now this time she is really blind and it is 
a little bit warmer so she put her door up and she 
stands outside enjoying her little fresh air and 
while she is living in this tent, one good-hearted 
family decided to look after her. They are not her 
relations or anything, but they just wanted to do a 
kindness towards her, I think. It is Ben Kunnizzi and 
Mary, his wife, they took her in and into their house 
and they kept her for about four or five years before 
she died. 

This 1S .0u% Old (cbuseh. 
Many, many people got married in there and many, 
Many babies been baptized in there and we kept it 
so clean. As far as I can remember back it was 
rebuilded twice in my time,by. the people, by the 
Pnadanspeoples. In 1924) peopleedecaded.to take it 
right down because it is getting too small, for 
congregation. They tore it right down and everybody 
goesmout) andycuts,logs and) brings the.logs, in. by 
dog team, their own dog team, their own axe, everything 
—~ all»thentoolsads. theireown and; they.have,,about 
twol or) three:lutre. Good men that can work with 
logs like the man by name of Jim Greenland, he is the 


head for them, Abraham Francis, Peter Thompson, they 
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i are still living. All these,they know how to build 
2 house. They cut logs and square logs and they 
3 built the church and-when the summer came, the 


4 month of July the people went away fishing and the 





5 mens went too and put their nets in and fixed up all 
6 | their fish camps ready then we made some smoked fish 
7| for them to have for their food. They all came 

8 back. There is no such motor boat or canoe with 

9 | ki¢eker .on,.it... There.is,just’ paddling, * They:came 

10 back up to town and they're working here for one 


11|) week. They go home on Saturday, then the other 


12; bunch come up and their wives give them bannock 





ins and fish to eat and we send them fish. Theyadon +t 
work, tom money,» theye just dos,atetor tcheim church and 


15] they rebuilt it and the first they worked there all 


— 
Ov 


summer long and the inside is not finished, but the 
agg first man that got married in the new church is John 


183 Robert and Rachael Robert. They got married inside 





19 || that church, first. I always remember them there. 
20 And now that is the one you see down here right now. 


ou Ttehas nonbelleand belfry om itey Iteis gustyhada 








22 broken downs.«ltphas: readdbyepiti Eile forimevesaiaam 

23 greedy-of.my) church, + andethens larereonndnii94 0x sometime 
24] a missionary was here, Mr. Dewdney, a good carpenter. 

25 He made all the chancel walls very modern and the | 
7a baptistery that Peter Thompson donate the money | 


Zh for it and he fixed all inside so it was beautiful and 
a6 nNOWelELiSeJUStehalLEatogn down. Sometimes I wonder 
20 if the men's could get together and do something 


30 ab@utalt. 
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1 And now this is the 
a time when we have a day school here, that little 
3 | day school. The people have to stay right in town 
4 with their children because the teacnersmdon: t 
>| want them to take their children out into the 
oa bush. They want the children -- she wants the 
7 children to be right in town all the time, so people 
| in the summertime they try hard for dried fish and all 
3 fablotheyeare trying hard for frozen fish and 
10 meat and fur like that, so that they can leave their 
11| children in the winter with some other friends, but 
12 Somewot them stay right in, townuwitn them. Bibac, 
13 | youmseceu nethis picturesthercvismone iil slang 
14 | down there, Annie Firth, and this sitting up is 
se | Florence Peterson, and that one, that setting rat 
|| trap, name is Laura Thompson, sitting right in here 
17 | Deets wroom now. LhauracThompsonsand ll our 
18 teacher,.asked, us. if we could teach the school children 
19 how: cOmtreparatseandvon Venice lake, back (oO fathe 
at settlement, that lake you see over -- which you 
21] call Sewage Lake now, I am very, very sorry and 
22 | very ashamed when I see that lake. It was a 
23 beaututole Jake, ~lots of mats On witsand Ut 9 sere 
24 | clean all) the time, Lt owas sight cclose tenthe 
25, settlement, but -- and there's a creek from it on 
26 | Eheanosthyside ronning to the river and ut ais good 
ay water. In wintertime we get snow from there for 
| drinking: water .and, in, thejspming,.an the, tall 
29 time with, Laura. sThompson wake wbalt wthe children vand 
30 I atake phat, and. we take. themvon that lakewand ) Lago. on 
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the north side and Laura takes them on the south 
Side and then there is a little lakes right around 
behind these lakes, all that was good lake. 

NOW; today, “you™-Vook’ at that lake, we’ dare*not take 
anything out of that. My people don't want to even 
krllerats on it, and it's really damaged, it's really 
ROygGoods It is just £ulbl of grass and willows now. 
It is just shameful when I see that lake, really 
spoiled. It is because this town has grown and the 
hostel, everything, all this sewage is going on 
that lake. 

And again those days 
and plane land on this beautiful lake back here. 

It's only place that plane land, and these, either 
they came out of plane or aon eitne pLancy) don Cehnow, 
but that is where the plane lands. 

And this is in that same 
classroom. You see Richard Blake there. This little 
boy is Richard Blake,and the next one is Lillian Wright 
now, “and ‘the other one is Mabel Ann Kunnizzi and Lillian | 
Wright and Richard Blake doing their school work. 

This is game warden house 
again and in those days, that is the main road, I think. | 

NOw js. this 1s4 cue Th rerst 
mursing Station, I think; and the other one ws game 
warden house. 

Now, this, you see this 
barge must have came in with all the oil from Norman 
Wells. You see all those gas tanks there, they used 


to take empty gas tanks out from here to fill them. 
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- Even the Indians used to order gas from Norman 

2) Wells some. They sent these tanks and then they 

$y bring it back onthe “barge and you See that boat an- 

4 chor out and you see another two miles down below 

5 this barge and you also see other two is anchored out 

6 | way down there and all those big boats. In those 

7 | days our land was so good and in the delta so many 

a rats everybody go down the delta or up the river to do 
9 | them "ratting. “They *do well and the rat sells: good 

10 and they buy their own big boat, we call them schooners, 
11 | Wweenerar big “engine “ansides’-"That™ boat anchor out is 
12 | Myo sOae. wanes and", "we Naver rc le: schOOner tere 
x3) wel engine wnt “and that “two, ‘big mast down there, 
| one is Andrew Wilson's boat, you seen that old man, 

15 | and Chirrstopher “i's? stil living, Christopher Colin 

16 owns theother one, and there is another one Peter 

1? vLuxie but this time I think he was down to Aklavik 

18 while this was taken and those way down there, anchor 
19 | out, one is John Robertson and one is Abraham l[pxie 
20 | ana’ he “s‘still’ living.’ "These big boats is no 
21 longer done. We have no boats of our own. Especially 
seal James and I, we haven't got even canoe these days. 
23 Tt's not that because we play with our money, but 

24 | it's just maybe we are too old to have boat any 

25 | more. 

0 And I guess you recognize oes 
27 | picture, who the people are. That's James Simon anc 

23 | myself packing my baby with strap and my daughter and 
a3. this, my daughter is the only one we have now, which 1s 
30 | Mrs. Look4® living in’ Inuvik. James~Simon is* not looking 
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bike: that. now)..buthe, is. the same James Simon. 

And this is that, when 
teacher had a small -little garden beside her house 
and her and I we think it is really wonderful to 
have .a.sittle garden there and that little birch 
fence around the school,childrens -- school boys made 
io eon Wer... They. don ut ask for pay,. they, 10st 
COmliehomstheir schoo! ‘teacher, anc that is the 
little garden she has. 

Now, this is that new 
SCNOOl. You see at was buildingenow... (Lt srewese 
completed and she moved into there and this is the 
first big school we call it, and you see those wood 
around there, that is what we call"relief. She give 
it to the poor old people or sick people or somebody 
that is really need wood. She give them wood from 
this. 

Now, you see this is 
old.town, again... All. these. buildings, you see, the 
Indzrans+built.it for Ehemselves:. They bring their own 
logs and build it themselves. They even saw their 
own lumber and that big clear place behind the 
settlement you see, that was started by this same 
teacher too and she wanted the community to have 
their own garden, so she got that plowed and she 
started the garden there and for about two years 
she triedunard with 7b and We thanksonly. one person 
that had something to eat from it is George Vittrewka, 
Isthink, and. we. tried hard for potatoes and icarrots 


and things like that but the people are away in those days, 
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5 fishing and they have no time to come back and 
2 | weed ‘the’ garden and so it didn't work out very good, 
3 and we were hoping that it will continue until the 

4 


community will have big garden, but I left here, 


= Fort McPherson, 1959 to Yukon, Whitehorse; 1961 when 
o| I came back here -- 1962, when I came back here. 

7| It really made me feel sad to see that garden all 

8 | gone and the houses are built on it and that's where 
9 we started a real good garden, but it didn't -- 

19] people just didn't have time to look after it. 
pa This boy -- and this boy 
Le) is going away ratting. A big load of -- such as dog 
13 | feed and groceries and all his equipment for hunting 

| 

-# | rats © BEEhinkethis is Nerll™ Snowshoe that 
|| is going away ratting. 

16 | Ana thas vis thevcommuni cy 
17 | feast. You see there, part of that house showing, 





ESP ethate 1s the community hall, andmalimethe rest wernuse 


Native houses around and this is one of the feasts, 





Wemcadalk ersteast.> In “those days, no traffic: of 
any kind. All we have on our feet is moccasins made 
22 of moose hide. We don't even wear rubbers, I don't 
23 remember, just only on rainy days. That much of 


| Fort. MePherson"s ground was “good” green grass, 1 1s 


25 not dirty, so instead of in the house everybody sit 

26 | outside on the grass and the mens served with whatever 
27 food is cooked, and you see that boy coming out with 

28 | pot of something -- 1 think’ that svJchnny Charie, 

29 | and those mens are serving. In those days the womans 


are -- they are too embarassed to get up and join the 
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mens, whatever they do, so the womans are sitting 
down and the mens do the serving. Now today when 
Ehere Te Sleasts 7) isviditwe hold sourVieastsVfor some 
Occasions, butéthey@just eave fecto .theswomans and 
the womans serve. Sometimes womans get lazy too and 
Jim Robert. usually move the mens, I think these 
days. You can see Peter Thompson sitting right 

down here and can pick out so many people that 

we remember. 

Before the nursing station 
came here, the womans when they have their babies in 
their homes, they deliver, babies born in their 
Cwmenemessiand this is one of the womans that just 
Hadya baby and we bundle the baby “and veacner,; 
the nurse who I work with said we'll take her picture 
right away. This is Catherine Simple?) She ws daving 
now in Aklavik. 

And. Schis? 1s) 9m “chat 
community Hall ‘on Christmas, “onmiNew Year, “and ‘at 
Easter and on July like that there is a big dance, 
big dance in there and the white people and Indians, 
they come in and they are all mixing, dance together 
and have a real good time. \This“as one of “the 
police wife, Corporal Meet,) Mrs. Meet, dancing jig 
with Reverend James Simon. 

Do you see how good I 
used to sew -- 

And ichits stein sche school, 
the womans come in and they watch the concert. The 


womans -- and the older womans like me, in those 
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hi days I wasn't old so -- we used to act the old stories, 
2) Old traditions and we used to put up a play. We made 
3 | Our own costumes in olden times and we put up a play and 
4| they watched us and really awful sight, I guess 

| everybody's laughing and we're just doing all these 

6 | things and they're watching there. You could see 

7| Bertha with her dry meat sitting down there, Bella 

: there and those two little boys sitting between 

a those two womans are Martin . boys, Richard and 

10) James Martin -- twins. And the next is Sarah 

11} Vittrewka and the next old lady she is gone. Her 
12 name's Annie Renelsee. And all the rest of the 
13| people watching. 
14) Now, this) 1S all thas 

15 | Old Wady 1 already told you about,,again. 

| This old. man, as Charlie 
17 | Stewart when he is in his 83 -- this is taken in 
18 1956, and this is my daddy... He is the most happy 
19 | man that ever lived. Lots of people remember him. 
20) This’ picture as taken 
21{| right beside the mission house. Maybe the missionary 
22 | gave him a cup of tea so he looks very happy. 
oy | My father was a very gooc 
i dancer -- I think, and even now today when they dance 
25 | like George Robert the other day told me that, when 
26 | he play the song for what we call duck dances he 

au remember him. That is the last dance he played for 
28 him and he was very light on his feet, that is why 
Bass, everybody remembers him dancing. I don't think that 
30 | anybody is as light as my father. 

\ 
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CRY ate cet Sarah Simon 
1 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
e THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
3) gentlemen, I think that we will adjourn the hearing 
4 now until 1 o'clock tomorrow afternoon. We have had 
5 a sfilivwday anda should tell you*that. 1 vfound what. each 
6 of you had to say helpful to me. I learned from 
TI each one of you and I hope that we can have as 
8 | useful a hearing tomorrow as we have had today, 
Z SO we will adjourn now and then start again at 
10 | irom Lock tomorrows Wey will “carry on tomorrow 
11] afternoon and tomorrow evening too, and we have to 
12 | leave,» 1 have. to leave: for OldsCrow on Thursday, 
13 | butuwe will stay Thursday and hear any other 
ae people in McPherson Thursday afternoon if that 
15! should be necessary. 
16 | So we will adjourn now 
17 until 1 Oo clock, tomorrow. “Would you: translate ther, 
18 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO JULY 9, 1975) 
19 | 
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